
























































looked specifically at prostitution and larceny offenses because in the folklore
these were regarded as being closely connected with marijuana possession,
Interestingly, in 1976, 6% of the women who came in through this system had an
associated prostitution charge. In 1977, 4% of them did. None of the men in those
years had a related prostitution charge. In 1976, 6% of the women had a related
larceny charge, while 3% of the men had a related larceny charge. In 1977, 4% of
both men and women had a related larceny charge.

The conclusion I have to draw, albeit a little reluctantly, is, at least in the
District of Columbia, women are not being processed differently on marijuana
offenses than men are. And that women are being processed on marijuana offenses
in much fewer numbers than men are. [ don't know why that is.

I'd like now to introduce Claudia Booker who is D.C. Coordinator for
NORML and is the Assistant Executive Director of the D.C. Bar Association.
She has been the legal counselor for maximum security inmates at Lorton
Reformatory and coordinated the study of D.C. women at Alderston Federal
Prison.
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Claudia Booker

Yesterday [ made a few comments at the women's political caucus about my
interests in the area of women smokers, women defendants in the marijuana field.
[ would like to give you those comments as we only have about five minutes.

Very few studies have been done or articles written on the women drug
dealers in this country. I'm sure we all know for a fact that there are numerous
women who deal drugs, who sell marijuana. Very little has been written about
them. Very little has been told to NORML about what their needs are, what the
specific problems they have are and how this organization can better respond to
their needs. Sure, we know the end result of getting caught is getting busted and
going to jail. But what is it like for a woman to go to jail? Wnat types of things
happen to her? One question that Linda asked me was, "Well, what happens when
you get convicted of selling marijuana? Does your husband wait to divorce you and
use that as grounds for taking your children away from you?"

Sure, you probably lose your vote, but what other rights do women lose by
being convicted of dealing marijuana? I had the experience of spending some time
at Alderson, which is the only women's federal penitentiary in America. And [ had
a chance to experience the psychological games that the prison system has
perfected on women. The various ways they have of destroying your dignity, your
self-respect and your sexual identity. Taking it away from you.

And [ think that one thing that NORML, the women of NORML and
interested people in NORML, should do is seriously take it upon yourself in this
next year to educate all of us, to educate all the women and educate all the public
on exactly what is the life of being a woman dope dealer in this country. How can
this organization better respond to it? What are your concerns that have yet to be
crystalized and zeroed in on by NORML? It's one thing to be a man and deal drugs.
{f soine man takes your money, you can always go buy a gun and go point it up the
side of his head and say, "I'm going to kick your ass." But if you're a 5'2", 105 pound
woman, what are you going to do? Cry? So they have concerns that we might
better be able to handle, to aim in on.

I'd like to have us see how can we, maybe through legislation, lobbying,
helping change the FDA regulations dealing with experimentation on women of
child-bearing age, how can we focus in, eitner through state legislatures or the
prosecutor's office, on finding out exactly what factors are considered, how we can
help out in defending women, how we can insure that they do not lose their children
or the right to have their children with them if they go to jail. I would really,
really like to also have some information, and we have High Times and Head and a
few other culture magazines at our beck and call most of the time, I'd like to see us
sit down, give them information, write articles on what it is like to be a woman
dope dealer in this country and disburse this information to the public. Thank you.
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Linda Lucks

I want to thank everyone for coming and especially my panelists and
all the other women on the Women's Committee that helped me put this
together. A lot of guestions that I had were answered and a lot more were
raised. I hope that we use this next year, before the next Conference, to
communicate with each other. One of the things we did at the Women's
Committee yesterday was to sign a piece of paper and start a network so
that we can communicate with each other, which hasn't been done before.
wWe're planning to do that. If anyone has Iinformation that can answer some
of these questions or raise more, please send them to me. I can be reached
through the NORML office and I would like to start collecting information
and I would like to see more articles written, as Claudia said. And I'm
hoping that next year we will have much more information to report. Thank
you all.
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