




































Nancy Wynstra 

In preparation for this panel, I looked at marijuana possession cases and 
related offenses in the Superior Court over the last two years. And I started 
looking with the preconception that women were going to be treated differently in 
marijuana cases as they are in almost every other kind of case that goes through 
the court system. I didn't find that to be the case and I wasn't sure at the end 
whether I was happy or sad about it, but I was very surprised. 

It looks as if the court reflected the general public's change in attitude 
toward marijuana use. It is generally regarded as something primarily recreational 
dnd nobody, the prosecutors, the judges, or anyone else, is very concerned about it. 
In 1976, there were 1900 marijuana defendants in the Superior Court. In the first 
11 months of 1977, there were 1700. In both years, about 88% of those defendants 
were male, 12% were female. Both in 1976 and 1977, about 65% of the total cases 
were either nolle prossed or no papered. The decision was made not to go forward 
with the prosecution for whatever reason. Of the defendants who actually went 
through the system and were sentenced, about 8% of the males were incarcerated; I 
tnink it was a total of 17. 

One woman during that two year period was incarcerated and I was very 
curious as to why. So I went and got out the jacket. She was in on three other 
charges in addition to her marijuana charge and she didn't show up for trial three 
times. She was tried before a judge who has a standard policy of locking up anyone 
who does not show up for trial. So it didn't appear to relate very much to 
marijuana use. 

Interestingly, about 10% of the men who were convicted received fines. No 
women were fined. And 96% of the women sentenced on marijuana possession 
c harges received probation, compared to 80% of the men. 

I think it's probably clear the women who come into the crirninal justice 
system on marijuana charges probably have the same kind of problems as women 
who come in on other charges. They are not job-red.dy. They are not job-trained. 
They have low incomes. They have bad self-esteem. But it doesn't show anyplace 
in the way the marijuana cases are handled. One of the things that we thought 
would probably be the case, would be that women would be thought Jess likely to 
corne into the system just on a marijuana offense, that they would almost always 
come into the system because they were picked up primarily on another charge, a 
traffic charge, prostitution, larceny, something like that and the marijuana was 
found incidentally, so that charge was passed on. Again, that did not turn out to be 
the case, although that is definitely the folk-wisdom. I talked to police officers. I 
talked to prosecutors. They assured rne that I would find that was the case. That 
it was very unusual for a woman to be brought into court just on a marijuana 
charge. Well, about 50% of all the marijuana offenses that came into the court do 
involve another charge and it breaks down about the same for men and women; 
about 50% of the men and about 50% of the women come in on another charge. We 
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looked specifically at prostitution and larceny offenses because in the folklore 
these were regarded as being closely connected with marijuana possession. 
Interestingly, in 1976, 6% of the women who came in through this system had an 
associated prostitution charge. In 1977, 4% of them did. None of the men in those 
years had a related prostitution charge. In 1976, 6% of the women had a related 
larceny charge, while 3% of the men had a related larceny charge. In 1977, 4% of 
both men and women had a related larceny charge. 

The conclusion I have to draw, albeit a little reluctantly, is, at least in the 
District of Columbia, women are not being processed differently on marijuana 
offenses than men are. And that women are being processed on marijuana offenses 
in much fewer numbers than men are. I don't know why that is. 

I'd like now to introduce Claudia Booker who is D.C. Coordinator for 
NO&~L and is the Assistant Executive Director of the D.C. Bar Association. 
She has been the legal counselor for maximum security inmates at Lorton 
Reformatory and coordinated the study of D.C. women at Alderston Federal 
Prison. 
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Claudia Booker 

Yesterday I made a few comments at the women's political caucus about my 
interests in the area of women smokers, women defendants in the marijuana field. 
I would like to give you those comments as we only have about five minutes. 

Very few studies have been done or articles written on the women drug 
dealers in this country. I'm sure we all know for a fact that there are numerous 
women who deal drugs, who sell marijuana. Very little has been written about 
them. Very little has been told to NORML about what their needs are, what the 
specific problems they have are and how this organization can better respond to 
their needs. Sure, we know the end result of getting caught is getting busted and 
going to jail. But what is it like for a woman to go to jail? Wnat types of t hings 
happen to her? One question that Linda asked me was, "Well, what happens when 
you get convicted of selling marijuana? Does your husband wait to divorce you and 
use that as grounds for taking your children away from you?" 

Sure, you probably lose your vote, but what other rights do women lose by 
being convicted of dealing marijuana? I had the experience of spending some time 
at Alderson, which is the only women's federal penitentiary in America. And I had 
a chance to experience the psychological games that the prison system has 
perfected on women. The various Wdys they have of destroying your dignity , y our 
self-respect and your sexual identity. Taking it away from you. 

And I think that one thing that NORML, the women of NORML and 
interested people in NORML, should do is seriously take it upon yourself in this 
next year to educate all of us, to educate all the women and educate all t he public 
on exactly what is the life of being a woman dope dealer in this country. How can 
this organiz ation better respond to it? What are your concerns t i1at have yet to be 
c rystalized and zeroed in on by NORML? It's one thing to be a man and deal drugs. 
If some man takes your money, you can alwa ys go buy a gun a nd go point 1t up the 
side of his head and say, "I'm going to kick your ass." But if you're a 5'2", 105 pound 
woman, what are you going to do? C ry? So they have concerns that we might 
bette r be able to handle, to aim in on. 

I'd liKe to have us see how can we, maybe through legislat ion, lobbying, 
he lping change the FDA regulations dealing with experimentation on women of 
cnild-bearing age, how c an we focus in, eiti1er through state legislatures or the 
prosecutor's offic e, on finding out e xactly what fac tors are considered, how we can 
help out in defending women, how we can insure that they do not lose their children 
or the right to have their c hildren with them if they go to jail. I would really, 
r eally like to also have some information, and we have High Times and Head and a 
few othe r culture magazines at our bec k and call most of the time, I'd like to see us 
sit down, give them information, write artic les on wha t it is like to be a woman 
dope dealer in this c ountry and disburse this information to the public. Thank you. 
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Linda Lucks 

I want to thank everyone for coming and especially my panelists and 
all the other women on the Women's Committee that helped me put this 
together. A lot of questions that I had were anbYered and a lot more were 
raised. I hope that we use this next year, before the next Conference, to 
communicate with each other. One of the things we did at the Women's 
Committee yesterday was to sign a piece of paper and start a network so 
that we can communicate with each other, which hasn't been done before. 
We're plannirq to do that. .If anyone has information that can answer some 
of these questions or raise rrore, please send them to me. I can be reached 
through the NORML office and I would like to start collecting information 
and I would .like to see rrore articles written, as Claudia said. And I'm 
hopirq that next year we will have much more information to report. Thank 
you all. 
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