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children, is see n as debauched, materiJlis tic, self-serving and the antithesis of 
eve rything that is good and important in JJmaicJ. Users, frequently re ferred to 
as 'cokehe<l ds' or 'crackheads', are despised and disrespected. 

David 
I ha ve a friend who is spending sometime in rehab. This girl had 

everything going for he r. Her parents are rich and powerful and she 
was a strili ght A student. She dropped out in her second year in U.W.1. 
all beca use of crack. This was her choice. We both tried it the sa me time 
and she liked it, I did not. So I guess it's a matter of choice. I loved her 
very much but I am poor and maybe could not match up to her peers. 
Secondly, I am not sporty . I am not a straight A student but I have a 
good average. I have to work very hard. This g irl does not even have 
to stud y- she is just bright. But she was not bright enough to keep 
away from cocaine. She is very spoiled and I guess only weak people 
really get hooked. 

My girlfriend got mad with me because I won't get high with her and 
watch blue movies and do those nasty oral sex acts. Those are the 
things that peop le wa nt to do when they take crack and cocaine. Crack 
turns your inside out, it lets you forget your moral sense and cleanli
ness. Right now I don't have a girlfriend and I do not believe I will 
want one for now because they all want oral sex and I am not into that. 
My girlfriend buys the coca ine, gets baking soda and I sit down with 
tears in my eyes and watch her destroy herself with it. 

She cooks it with hot water then puts on cold water, and it becomes 
hard as glass then she cuts small bits and smokes it on a pipe she makes 
up with a pen and bottle cover. When she is not where she can get the 
stuff to smoke, she breaks open a cigarette and puts the pieces into it 
and rolls a spliff or gets some herb and does the same. This they say is 
seasoned herb. So you see Miss, all this is the reason why I hate all 
avenues that bring this wicked cocaine into OUf clean is lands. When my 
girlfriend does this it smells up the room that I sometimes feel drunk 
and then she goes under the bed to hide saying I am going to kill her 
and only when she does that, she feels I am going to hurt her. 

A few times I tried to hurt her but I don 't anymore because I find that 
she is very weak and dried out. She gets thirsty all the while, she says 
her mouth is dry, and her beautiful skin is not beautiful any more. One 
night, she was so high, that she ran away and went to a base, was taken 
away by someone else who gave her more crack and then three men 
had sex with her one time- dOing all kinds of orals and then she wants 
me to do it to her. I tell you when I found out I held her on her neck 
and thought that I was going to stretch her neck and break it. I hated 
to see what my beautiful girl had become. We had plans to get married 
and go back to Trinidad, and now it's like my whole life has turned 
around. 

Indeed, Jamaicans reported the use of crack / cocaine as one of the most serious 
problems in their country and the statement by a Montego Bay resident that 
there were two evils in the world- politics and cocaine-was echoed throughout 
the study population, even by current crack users and traffickers of crack/co
caine. Theoretically, this universally expressed disdain toward crack use and 
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users in JaJ11<licZl should serve to reverse the increase in numbers of users. 
Unfortunately, ho wever, the econom ic incentives created by i'1Il expansive, 
vibrilnt crack industry beg paticipation in it and the creation of a crack market. 
The need for convoluted ,md extensive series of middle persons and transactions 
between importer and consumer has resulted in a system that is extremely 
difficult to control ("md rebtively easy to enter. This is especia lly true for women, 
who ore rcgorded os the leost suspect and therefore the most frequently 
recruited. One woman, for example, described the "dea l" that she was offered to 
bring coco inc back from ,the United States: in addition to the round trip ticket 
ond the viso, she wou ld receive US$3000,OO when she returned ond US$2000,OO 
'shopping money' while she was there. For the Jamaican working class woman, 
who may earn from US$15,OO to US$30,QO per week as a domestic, and who 
cou ld never hope to 'travel to foreign', such an offer is almost irresist ible. 

Given the number of women who live in Jamaica in impoverished circum
stances, even modest indu cements are sufficient to enter the distribution net
work. Thus even women w ho are former crack users and have experienced its 
devastoting consequences, are likely to engage in distribution, One female crack 
base operatof, who had been a former addict claimed that being a seller actually 
prevented her from using the substance again, glibly adding 'if you sell you 
can't lose, but if you sell you can't use' . When questioned as to why they would 
help to ma ke such a profoundly damaging substance more available, many 
women responded that if they didn't profit from it, someone else would, 

Indeed, the common ly held contemptuous view of the cocaine user as amoral 
Of weak actually permitted those invol ved in crack distribution to subvert 
ethical cons id era ti ons to economic ones, Accordingly, cocaine itself does not 
generate decadence and violence. Rather it enhances or releases what is 'already 
inside' the person. For example, it was claimed that drugs will have a nega tive 
effect on family relationships only if the individuals are not 'family-oriented', 
The moralistic designation of crack users as essentially worthless degenerates 
into rationalized participation in the distribution of crack by persons who would 
never consume it themselves. This justifies the punitive posture toward users 
while maintaining a more conciliatory attitude toward traffickers. 

The implications of this distinction between being a user and being a trafficker 
for prevention and demand reduction are profound for w hile crack /cocaine 
users are disdained, the glorification of cocaine profiteers compromises the 
anti-drug efforts. Furthermore, even the most well-designed drug education 
programs eventually must compete with the profitability, excitement and re
wards of drug trafficking, including expensive cars and motorcycles, elaborate 
homes, gold jewelry, fancy clothing and, in genera l, an affluent and powerful 
lifestyle, Thus in Jamaica, while there was almost universal exposure to drug 
prevention messages and universa l awareness of the problem, the constantly 
escalating importation of cocaine and other drugs through the 'Corridor' com
munities constantly expanded the market. This has made it impossible to assess 
the actual impact of these programs on demand reduction, 

In addition, crack addicts readily acknowledged that expanding their network 
of addicts by introducing new users, is useful to increase the availability of a 
'lick' of crack when they, themselves cannot afford it. Observations in Jamaica 
revealed that because of their comparatively limited access to resources, women, 
in particular, rely on others to get a 'lick' and that the role of the female user as 
a source of addiction may be under-estimated, Once addicted, crack use be-
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comes .) hi ghly com mu ni cab le d isease a nd women are like ly to ' infect' othe rs. 
Ind ecd , olle fe male crack add ict in a small to uris t community was commonly 
known .1S 'Mam.) Rock' beca use she was responsible fo r initiating scores of crack 
users, most of w hom were men in the ir early twenties. The exposure to users, 
of course, is no t ra ndom. Ra ther it is associa ted with presence in a high-usage 
en vironment, p <l rticul arly through high-e xposure economic activit ies, such as 
tourism and dru g trafficking. 

TOllY 
In Ocho RillS one night he met a gi rl , 'n ice chick (in that time me s tay 

good, not li kc I am now)' at a club. She in vited him back to he r house 
a nd he found a taxi. On the way to her home, she to ld the taxi to stop 
elt a hOllse. 'A fter about 7 minutes she come back she tell the dr iver to 
drive'. He didn' t ask q ues tions because he 'wasn ' t a man to sa mple, 
YO ll know ... When we reach he r house now and do a t' ing at he r place'. 
He went to take a showe r and w hen he came out w ith a towe l a round 
his waist he sa id that 'she make up a little somethi ng. She take off her 
shirt and me look pon her still. I ask, Wa' ya do? She say ' Feel nice. 
Wan try? ' He refused because he had neve r been involved in drugs and 
knew nothing about the m. 

The follow ing week he came back 'ca use de t'ing (sex with he r) nice 
so me go bac k aga in-same procedure like den. Me look pan he r so she 
say me ca n try it. I ask, how it mek ya feel? She say, ya ha fe try 
yourself. .. So beginning of hel l. So me try it and feel a little stra nge. The 
other week, me na go on beca use me skip out~try to make money'. 
Three weeks later he went by her gate and she was there. He asked her 
how much she spends on a pi ece of rock and gave her money to buy 
three pieces. 'Me never hear nothing 'bout coke- nothing, nothing, 
nothing at tha t time'. She made the purchase and re turned to the house. 
'She set u p sumt'i ng and me say 'gimme firs t'. She g i' me. Me gwan 
gwa n . Me get w ild. Me tek fouL .. Me s ta rt work for it now', 

Summary 

Ty pi ca l of most cultures in the region, Jam a ican socie ty has more or less 
condoned the use of substances (both legal and illega l) by men, but negatively 
sanctioned the ir use by WOmen. The recent increasing use of drugs by wome n 
in the Ca ribbean a nd Latin America have been attributed to various proxim a l 
antecedents such as simple exposure and access to the substance, lack of 
in fo rma tion o r misinforma tion, peer a nd partner pressure, the need to escape 
from or cope with a reality of poverty, oppression, domestic violence and 
chi ldhood sex ual abuse. Whi le all of these factors may have a bea ring on the 
proble m, each is linked in some ma nne r to the chang ing roles a nd responsibili
ties o f women . The traditional sex-linked norms pertaining to drug consump tion 
by women ca n no longer be counted on to pro tect women from drug abuse. 
Neithe r can the traditiona l economic s tructure can no longer be counted on to 
insu late wome n aga ins t commercia l drug acti vity. 

The data fro m other areas of the region indicates that the phenomenon of 
women being p ut at risk through their invol vement in drug prod uction and 
distribution is not exclusive to Jamaica . Caravano (1994) cites evidence suggest-
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ing thnt women involved in the prod uction of cocaine deri va tives in Colombi a 
are likely to eventuall y li buse' th<lt dru g. Similarl y, she cites findi ngs fro m Brazil 
indi ca ting thaI w omen involved in d rug trnfficking {Ire CIt incrc<lsed risk from 
substi1 l1cC' nbuse. I\s the economic situ<:ltion for w omen in J<lJl1 (l ica becomes 
incrctls ing ly difficult, it is li kely that the coc<1 inc and other illi cit drug industry 
w ill g row; for inspi tc o f the normat ive villuc that coc<1 inc (l nd cncCl ine users afe 
unworthy, the re is no d oubt thot the "muent lifes tyle of the di s tributor ilnd the 
previ'l ili ng economic conditions p rov ide rea l incenti ves for J a Jl1i1i Cil ll w omen to 
partici p(1 te in the drug economy, promoting drug lise and eventuall y damagi ng 
themselves. These ch<lI1gcs call for new <l ppro<lches to drug p reventi on and 
d emand reduclion that acknowled ge the economic circum stances o f women a nd 
the chang ing soc i,ll norms tha t gui de femal e beha vior. 
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