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users in Jamaica should serve to reverse the increase in numbers of users.
Unfortunately, however, the economic incentives created by an expansive,
vibrant crack industry beg paticipation in it and the creation of a crack market.
The need for convoluted and extensive series of middle persons and transactions
between importer and consumer has resulted in a system that is extremely
difficult to control and relatively easy to enter. This is especially true for women,
who are regarded as the least suspect and therefore the most frequently
recruited. One woman, for example, described the “deal” that she was offered to
bring cocaine back from the United States: in addition to the round trip ticket
and the visa, she would receive US$3000.00 when she returned and US$2000.00
‘shopping money” while she was there. For the Jamaican working class woman,
who may earn from US$15.00 to US$30.00 per week as a domestic, and who
could never hope to ‘travel to foreign’, such an offer is almost irresistible.

Given the number of women who live in Jamaica in impoverished circum-
stances, even modest inducements are sufficient to enter the distribution net-
work. Thus even women who are former crack users and have experienced its
devastating consequences, are likely to engage in distribution. One female crack
base operator, who had been a former addict, claimed that being a seller actually
prevented her from using the substance again, glibly adding ‘if you sell you
can’t lose, but if you sell you can’t use’. When questioned as to why they would
help to make such a profoundly damaging substance more available, many
women responded that if they didn’t profit from it, someone else would.

Indeed, the commonly held contemptuous view of the cocaine user as amoral
or weak actually permitted those involved in crack distribution to subvert
ethical considerations to economic ones. Accordingly, cocaine itself does not
generate decadence and violence. Rather it enhances or releases what is ‘already
inside” the person. For example, it was claimed that drugs will have a negative
effect on family relationships only if the individuals are not ‘family-oriented’.
The moralistic designation of crack users as essentially worthless degenerates
into rationalized participation in the distribution of crack by persons who would
never consume it themselves. This justifies the punitive posture toward users
while maintaining a more conciliatory attitude toward traffickers.

The implications of this distinction between being a user and being a trafficker
for prevention and demand reduction are profound for while crack/cocaine
users are disdained, the glorification of cocaine profiteers compromises the
anti-drug efforts. Furthermore, even the most well-designed drug education
programs eventually must compete with the profitability, excitement and re-
wards of drug trafficking, including expensive cars and motorcycles, elaborate
homes, gold jewelry, fancy clothing and, in general, an affluent and powerful
lifestyle. Thus in Jamaica, while there was almost universal exposure to drug
prevention messages and universal awareness of the problem, the constantly
escalating importation of cocaine and other drugs through the ‘Corridor” com-
munities constantly expanded the market. This has made it impossible to assess
the actual impact of these programs on demand reduction.

In addition, crack addicts readily acknowledged that expanding their network
of addicts by introducing new users, is useful to increase the availability of a
lick” of crack when they, themselves cannot afford it. Observations in Jamaica
revealed that because of their comparatively limited access to resources, women,
in particular, rely on others to get a ‘lick” and that the role of the female user as
a source of addiction may be under-estimated. Once addicted, crack use be-
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comes a highly communicable disease and women are likely to ‘infect” others.
Indeed, one female crack addict in a small tourist community was commonly
known as ‘Mama Rock” because she was responsible for initiating scores of crack
users, most of whom were men in their early twenties. The exposure to users,
of course, is not random. Rather it is associated with presence in a high-usage
environment, particularly through high-exposure economic activities, such as
tourism and drug trafficking.

Tony

In Ocho Rios one night he met a girl, ‘nice chick (in that time me stay
sood, not like I am now)” at a club. She invited him back to her house
and he found a taxi. On the way to her home, she told the taxi to stop
at a house. "After about 7 minutes she come back she tell the driver to
drive’. He didn't ask questions because he ‘wasn’t a man to sample,
you know...When we reach her house now and do a t'ing at her place’.
He went to take a shower and when he came out with a towel around
his waist he said that ‘she make up a little something. She take off her
shirt and me look pon her still. I ask, Wa’" ya do? She say ‘Feel nice.
Wan try?’ He refused because he had never been involved in drugs and
knew nothing about them.

The following week he came back ‘cause de t'ing (sex with her) nice
s0 me go back again—same procedure like den. Me look pon her so she
say me can try it. I ask, how it mek ya feel? She say, ya ha fe try
yourself...So beginning of hell. So me try it and feel a little strange. The
other week, me na go on because me skip out—try to make money".
Three weeks later he went by her gate and she was there. He asked her
how much she spends on a piece of rock and gave her money to buy
three pieces. ‘Me never hear nothing ‘bout coke—nothing, nothing,
nothing at that time’. She made the purchase and returned to the house.
‘She set up sumt’ing and me say ‘gimme first’. She gi’ me. Me gwan
gwan. Me get wild. Me tek four...Me start work for it now’.

Summary

Typical of most cultures in the region, Jamaican society has more or less
condoned the use of substances (both legal and illegal) by men, but negatively
sanctioned their use by women. The recent increasing use of drugs by women
in the Caribbean and Latin America have been attributed to various proximal
antecedents such as simple exposure and access to the substance, lack of
information or misinformation, peer and partner pressure, the need to escape
from or cope with a reality of poverty, oppression, domestic violence and
childhood sexual abuse. While all of these factors may have a bearing on the
problem, each is linked in some manner to the changing roles and responsibili-
ties of women. The traditional sex-linked norms pertaining to drug consumption
by women can no longer be counted on to protect women from drug abuse.
Neither can the traditional economic structure can no longer be counted on to
insulate women against commercial drug activity.

The data from other areas of the region indicates that the phenomenon of
women being put at risk through their involvement in drug production and
distribution is not exclusive to Jamaica. Caravano (1994) cites evidence suggest-
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ing that women involved in the production of cocaine derivatives in Colombia
are likely to eventually abuse that drug. Similarly, she cites findings from Brazil
indicating that women involved in drug trafficking are at increased risk from
substance abuse. As the economic situation for women in Jamaica becomes
increasingly difficult, it is likely that the cocaine and other illicit drug industry
will grow; for inspite of the normative value that cocaine and cocaine users are
unworthy, there is no doubt that the affluent lifestyle of the distributor and the
prevailing economic conditions provide real incentives for Jamaican women to
participate in the drug economy, promoting drug use and eventually damaging
themselves. These changes call for new approaches to drug prevention and
demand reduction that acknowledge the economic circumstances of women and
the changing social norms that guide female behavior.
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