



































































































































































































































































































































workers. At the same time the differentially incorpcrated category of
voteless people incliuded women of all economic categories, and many men
whose fathers and close kinsmen had the vote whnile they did not, despite
identical relations to the mode of production and/or the market. Each
political class was thus heterogeneous as regards its economic composition;
and given the distribution of wealth and income in Britain before VWorld Var
I, from 1867 if not 1832, the bourgeois, large landowners and 'men of wealth
and prope: ty' represented such =small fractions -t the electorate that, on
introducing the Bill to make the education of children compulsory
throughout the kingdom, its necessity was urged 'to educate our future
masters”, that is, the newly eniranchised voters, many of whom were

functionally illiterate.

Thus at no point in this long process of electoral reform from 1832
and earlier until 1928, when al. women over 21 years of age were finally
given the vote, did either of the two basic political categories in British
society, the enfranchised and unenfranchised, consist primarily or
exclusively of economic classes distinguished or contraposed by their
relations with the labour and commodity markets, the means and mode of
production, or property righte as listed by Veber. Instead these
differentially incorporated categories were historically and politically ad
hoc groupings defined and redeiined by considerations of party political
interest in a highly competitive parliamentary csystem whose ruling strata
were split between the landecd aristocracy and gentry on the one hand, and
industrial, financial and commercial bourgeoisie or capitalists on the

other, both being 'positively privileged property classes’.

In Marx's (1909, 941-942) view, even in that 'most highly and
classically developed’, capitalizt society, England, "the class structure
does not appear in a pure form' As regards the economic class identities
of the voters and voteless, the oppressors and oppressed, that statement
applies equally to Weber's concopts of status groups and classes, whether
propertied, commercial or socia:, as the history of the citizenship and the
franchise in Britain indicates (Marshall, 1964). In short the basic
criteria on which sections of Eritish society, including women, were

differentially incorporated as -ull citizens and voteless subjects, were
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. explicitly political and not ecounomic. Thus, in thic case as in otaer

capitalist cocietiez after the collapse of feudalizum, claz=e:z engaged as
discriminators or discriminated, oppressors or oppressed, as distinct from
those that Marxz (1906, 207-244) identified as exploiters and exploited,

were political in their constitution and characteristics. From such data I

conclude that classes involved in discrimination as agents or targets, and

in the oppression that generallr accompanies discrimination, are essentially
political aggregates, heterogeneo - .n their economic compositions and
relations either to the means and mode of production, to property, or to the

labour or commodity markets.
20,

A

()

we have seen, all varieties of soclal discrinination presuplhose anc

m

demonstrate the superior ability and power of the discriminators to
disadvantage those they discrininate against. Since the social, economic,
political and legal aspects and components of superior power are closely
related, it would be useful if, in closing, I cou.d identify their essential
conditions and requisites. However, I can neitner determine the relative
importance of such conditions or variables universally in general terms,
nor in discriminatory contexts and processes of all xinds, and therefore
recommend further study of tho-e relations. My data do mnot suggest any
general hypotheses, however tentative, concerning the relative primacy of
political, social, economic or cther factors in promoting, sustaining and

changing or abolishing structuras of social dis-rimination, but =tress their

[

dialectical relations. Accordingly, 1 list below as prerequicites oI socia
discrimination seven conditione that occur in ail varieties of

discriminatory contexts and priocesses.

(1) For social discrimination to occur, discriminators and
discriminated must belong to a common society or polity.

@ For social discrimination to occur, discriminators and
discriminated must form or represent two closed corporate
collectivities that are dictinct, clearly bounded, presumed to be
perpetual, and exclude joirt membership. ¥while the discriminators

generally have some means or organisation to coordinate their action
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when necessary, those discriminated against generally lack that

resource.

(3)  The categories or collectivities directly involved In
discrimination as discriminators and discriminated are always sccial
and cultural constructs ard never purely biological or natural entitles.
4) The conditione, processes and effects of disc}‘iminatian are
objective, empirical, and open to observation, whether u. not the
discriminators or discriminated regard them as discriminatory, and
whether or not these processes and effects are intended. If all
involved as discriminator:. and discriminated regard the conditions,
processes and forms of discrimination as a reasonable or appropriate
collective accommodation, those conditions may prevail for centuries
unquestioned; but 1f such practices lack general assent, their
observance normally requires effective repression.

(6>  Structures of discrimination vary societally with the
institutional relations and rights they withold or impose, and with the
opportunity structures of their social contexts; but all discriminatory
practices presuppose and Jdemonstrate the de facto differential
incorporation of discriminators and discriminated in the same society.
6) The de factg practic-es and effects of discrimination always
exceed those prescribed or sanctioned by law.

(7) The most (mportant conditions or factors that underlie and
sustain discriminatory pr.actices are the superior political power of
those who discriminate, and the 1nabllity of those who experience

discrimination to change their situation,

¥any variable conditions miyh- be added to these seven universal requisites

of social discrimination, but ' shall cite only one:

(8) While discrimination scmetimes occurs &s a routine aspect of the
culture or social system of which It is part and without any explicit
ideology, i1deological beliefs, attitudes and stereotypes legitimlse such

practices in many cases.



As regards the factors, reasons and motives that have so oiften
persuaded powertul collectivities to discriminate against weaker cnes in
contexts of all kxinds, as indicated by the examples cited above, ihese are
too various and circumstantial to be listed here. However, it is a
reasonable hypothesis that, in most if not all cases, the decisive
considerations and inducements are broadly political and involve collective
ideas of political interest and the actions necessary to achieve and
consolidale, enhance or preserve group ad artage and control, ideas that
reflect their concerns and conceptions of collective honour, security,

material reward, superiority and other deeply-held social values.
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