






















































































































































































































.Ilia.lJ,Y UI W.D.om owned real property, even it" only their vlhL.e others 

did not (Thomson, 1950; Harris and Levey (eGs.), 19'15, p. 2293, 2304). 

For centuries the rights to vote and canvass elections in England had 

been based on property qualifications. In this, like most European states 

of the nineteenth century, Britain followed the practice of the old Roman 

republic. In consequence franchise qualifications sharply distinguished 

positively and negatively privileged property classes, to use '1."''' terms, 

by their differential incorporation. In Britain successive Reform Acts 

progreSSively shifted the boundaries between those categories until 

property criteria were replaced by adult status as the basis for political 

rights. Until then the disenfranchised included many who also lacked 

sufficient funds and knowledge af the Common Law to secure their rights in 

court; and in many cases such disabilities could be traced back to their 

differential incorporation and disenfranchisement. However, the two 

political classes, electors and the voteless, were not pure property classes 

in sense since, besides women, many property holders of low taxable 

status were disqualified, while many tenants of premises having sufficient 

taxable value, and men with annual cash incomes above variable amounts were 

included. Clearly at no stage of this process were the electors and the 

voteless distinguished as categories by their relations to the means and 

mode of production or the labour and commodity markets. 

Besides many nobles, gentry and other large landowners, the electorate 

initially included some lesser landowners, professionals, military and civil 

officers, clergy, some university men, bankers, financiers and insurance 

men, some mine owners and factory owners, newspaper owners, large and 

small merchants; and under successive Reform Acts, it incorporated 

increasing numbers of accountants, engineers, in,:1ustrialists and managers, 

supervisory staff, teachers, journalists, shopkeepers, master craftsmen and 

skilled artisans, foremen, railwaymen and the like. clearly, if male, 

large landowners and capitalists would be qualhied to vote and stand for 

election, even after the Married Women's Property Act of 1875, however 

wealthy, women of property remained without a vote. From 1832 onwards 

the electorate also included increasing numbers of petty bourgeoisie and 

proletarians, small landholders. artisans, craftsmen and own-account 
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workers. At the same time the differentially incorpcrated category of 

voteless people includ8d women of all economic cdt~sories, and many men 

whose fathers and close kinsmen had the vote while they did not, despite 

identical relations to the mode of production and/or the market. Each 

political class was thus heterogeneous as regards its economic compositioni 

and given the distribution of wealth and income in Britain before World Var 

I, from 1867 if not 1832, the bourgeois, large landowners and 'men of wealth 

and propel ,:y' represented such :3mall fractions,T the electorate that, on 

introducing the Bill to make th~ education of children compulsory 

throughout the kingdom, its necessity was urged "to educate our iuture 

masters", that is, the newly eniranchised voters, many of whom were 

functionally ill:terate. 

Thus at no point in this long process of electoral reform from 1832 

and earlier until 1928, when all women over 21 years of age were finally 

given the vote, did either of the two basic political categories in British 

SOCiety, the enfranchised and unenfranchised, consist primarily or 

exclusively of economic classes distinguished or contraposed by their 

relations with the labour and commodity markets, the means and mode of 

production, or property rights as listed by Weber. Instead these 

differentially incorporated ca~egories were his~orically and politically ~ 

rux groupings defined and redei ined by considerations of party political 

interest in a highly competitive parliamentary system whose ruling strata 

were split between the landed aristocracy and gentry on the one hand, and 

~ndustrial, financial and commercial bourgeoisie or capitalists on the 

other, both being 'positively privileged property classes'. 

In Marx's (1909, 941-942) view, even in tha~ 'most highly and 

classically developed', capi tali,=t society, England, "tne class structure 

does not appear ina pure form" As regards the economic class identities 

of the voters and voteless, the oppressors and oppressed, 'that statement 

applies equally to \leber's conce'pts of status groups and classes, whether 

propertied, commercial or socia~, as the history of the citizenship and the 

franchise in Britain indicates (Xarshall, 1964). In short the basic 

criteria on which sections of British society, including women, were 

differentially incorporated as ~ull citizens and voteless subjects, were 
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explicitly political and not economic. Thus, in this case as in otner 

capitalist societies after the collapse of feud~lism, classes engagad as 

discriminators or discriminated, oppressors or oppressed, as distinct from 

those that Marx (1906, 207-244) identified as exploiters and exploited, 

were political in their constitution and characteristics. From such data I 

conclude that classes involved in discrimination as agents or targets, and 

in the oppression that generally accompanies discrimination, are essentiallv 

political aggregates, heterogeneo ~ _n their economic compositions and 

relations either to the means and mode of production, to property, or to the 

labour or commodity markets. 

20. 

As we have seen. all varieties L;I social a.1scri:u.:nation presuppose aha 

demonstrate the superior ability and power of the discriminators to 

disadvantage those they discri~inate against. Since the social, economic, 

political and legal aspects and components of superior power are closely 

related, it would be useful if, in clOSing, I cou~d identify their essential 

conditions and requisites. However, I can neit~er determine the relative 

importance of such conditions or variables universally in general terms, 

nor in discriminatory contexts and processes of all ~inds, and therefore 

recommend further study of tho~-,e relations. M:I data do -not sU3gt~st any 

general hypotheses, however teni:ative, concerniT1:~ the relative primacy of 

poli tical, social, economic or ether factors in promoting I sustaining and 

chc1ngin::; or abolishing structuF~S of social dis.-rimination, but :5tre~;;::; their 

dialectical relations. Accord_ngly, I list below as prereqUisites or social 

discrimination seven conditions that occur in all varieties of 

discriminatory contexts and pr,)cesses. 

(1) For social discrimiIJ,~tion to occur, CliscriIDinators and 

discriminated must belong to a common society or polity. 

(2) For social discrimin.:1tion to occur, aiscriJDinators anci 

discriminated must form 01 represent t",/o closed corporate 

collectivities that are dili:tinct, clearly bounded, presumed to be 

perpetual, and exclude jOiIit membership. ilhile the discriminators 

generally have some means or organisation to coordinate their action 
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when necessary, those dis, riminated against generally lack that 

resource. 

(3) The categories or collectivities directly involved in 

discrimination as discriminators and discriminated are always social 

and cultural constructs and never purely biological or natural entities. 

(4) The cnndition.s, FFocesses and effects of discrimination are 

objective, empirical, and open, to observation, whether G. not the 

discriminators or discrim inated regard them as discrimina.tory, and 

whether or not these proct'sses and effects are intended. If all 

in vol ved as discriminator,', and discrimina ted regard the conditions, 

processes and forms of di3crimination as a reasonable or appropriate 

collective accommodation, those conditions IIlay prevail for centuries 

unquestioned; but if such practices lack general assent, their 

observance normally requires effective repression. 

(5) Structures of discr;'mination vary societally with the 

institutional relations anJ rights they withold or iIIlpose, and with the 

opportunity structures of their social contextsi but all discriIIlinatory 

practices presuppose and ,'iemonstrate the de facto differential 

incorporation of discriminators and discriminated in the same soclety. 

(6) Tlle ~l-.J,I;J practi"es and effects of discrimination always 

exceed those prescribed or sanctioned by law. 

(7) The most Important conditions or factors that underlie and 

sustain discriminatory pr.lctices are the superior political power of 

those who discr.iminate, and the inability of those who experience 

discrimination to change their situation. 

Many variable conditions m!gh- be added to these seven universal requisites 

of social discrimination, b~t ~ shall cite only one: 

(8) Vhile discrimination sometimes occurs as a routine aspect of the 

culture or social system of which it is part and without any explicit 

ideology, ideological be11~fs, att1tudes and stereotypes lesiti~ise such 

practices in IIlany cases. 
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As regards the faGtors, rea":;ons and motives that ha.ve so often 

persuaded powertul collectivitie5 to discriminate against I'ieaker ones in 

contexts of all kinds, as indicated by the examples cited above, these are 

too various and circumstantial to be listed here. However , it is a 

reasonable hypothesis that, in most if not all cases, the decisive 

considerations and inducements are broadly political and involve collective 

ideas of political interest and the actions necessary to achieve and 

consolidate, ennance or preserve group ad' artage and control, ideas that 

reflect their concerns and conc'=ptions of collective honour, security I 

material rewar~. superiority and other deeply-held social values. 
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