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Corporations and Society

symbolic, open or closed, homeostatic or other, nor to what degree or
under what conditions. Such metaphysics are only essential in
functionalist analyses of social situations and processes; but instead of
furthering our understanding of concrete social phenomena, those
conceptions merely obscure them.

9·

Race and Stratification
in the Caribbean
It is said that the Caribbean includes over fifty societies;! and
perhaps there are almost as many ways in which we might discuss
their interracial patterns. Since David Lowenthal's recent account of
these patterns 2 cannot be faulted, I shall try to carry forward the
analysis by seeking to isolate those conditions or factors which have
regulated the allocation of differential status among racially distinct
stocks within Caribbean societies. Although the data and discussion
concentrate on Creole societies, I shall cite sufficient materials from
Hispanic units in this region to indicate that the analysis applies to
them also. To pursue these goals I shall first indicate the nature of
stratification and race, and, then outline the variation and develop'
ment of Caribbean societies with special attention to their population compositions and histories. In conclusion I shall briefly relate
these data and findings to the general theory of social and cultural
pluralism.
1.
To investigate the relationship between differences of status and
differences of race in Caribbean societies, we need equally objective
conceptions of stratification and race. Stratification is often identified as an evaluative ranking of social units; and some writers assert
that, being an institutionally necessary response to a requisite of any
social organization, it is a universal feature of all social systems.
However, such assertions appear to be unfounded and at variance
with ethnographic fact. 3 In any event, since the evaluations that
constitu te a stratification are neither random nor contingent, their
criteria must be institutionalized within the social structure, and for
this reason evaluative rankings will express principles that underlie
and regulate social organization. 4 We may therefore defer this
ideological conception of stratification in favour of one that is more
concrete and empirically demonstrable.
Concretely, stratification is manifest by and in the differential
1. Lowenthal
2. Lowenthal
3. See abOve,
4. See above,

(1960b).
(1967).
Chapter 5.
Chapter 5.
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distribution of resources, opportunities, rewards and sanctions
among the members of a society. Where institutionalized, for
structural reasons, these differential distributions of resource,
opportunity, reward and sanction normally correspond and thus
reinforce one another, thereby distinguishing ranked strata within
the population, each characterized by internal and external similarities of social situation, advantage and disadvantage. Inevitably, in
systems of this sort, the most privileged stratum enjoys the highest
prestige and rank, the most disprivileged stratum the least. Inequalities in the distribution of social assets, opportunities and values are
thus central to stratification; but the concrete empirical distribution
of these inequalities presupposes some principle or principles to
regulate, integrate and order the differentiation. Analytically, then,
the stratification can be reduced to a set of specific principles that
generate and organize the prevailing distribution of resources and
opportunities. In racially heterogeneous societies such as those of the
Caribbean, racial identity and racial difference are generally prominent among these bases of stratification; but., as we shall see, this is
neither necessarily nor always the case./ Moreover, since we are
concerned to determine the precise conditions under which racial
difference is institutionalized as a principle of stratification, we shall
initially exclude race as a criterion or determinant of status in order
to investigate these relationships objectively in different Caribbean
milieus:,'
To isolate the relationships between race and stratification in
Caribbean societies, we must therefore seek to determine the
objective distributions of social assets and disabilities in quantitative
terms among racially distinct sections of their populations. Moreover,
to this end, we should review the historical development of these
units as well as their current racial structures. It is clearly
impracticable to attempt an adequate or exhaustive review of such
materials in this essay; and indeed the data we seek are distributed
unevenly by topic and period for any single unit, much less for the
entire range of Carihbean societies. To proceed methodically under
these conditions, we therefore need a typology of Caribbean units
which will facilitate comparative generalizations for societies of each
category while forestalling unsound extrapolations between them;
but we can only attempt to elaborate this societal typology after
reviewing the variations of scale and racial composition these units
displa y.
In these agrarian societies with their long colonial histories, the
social assets and values of most immediate relevance for study of the
social stratification include differential distributions of civil and
political rights, land o\vnership and access, distributions of educational opportunities and facilities, of income, occupation, employment and social status. The distributions of these resources and
opportunities among racially distinct categories can be objectively
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illustrated where data are available by distributions of land, income,
professional and managerial roles, educational experience and qualifications, political representation, office and disbursements, employment and social status. They could also be instanced at greater length
by data on the differential rates of fertility, infant mortality,
marriage, illegitimacy, literacy, tenancy, house values, crime, wages,
salaries, overcrowding, disease, sanitation, and other indices of living
standards and life chances among racially distinct sections of the
populations; but since these two sets of indices are clearly associated
as conditions and effects we may employ distributions of either type
to describe historic and prevailing patterns of racial stratification
within these units.
However, stratification is not the inevitable and only possible
mode of interracial accommodation. Interracial accommodations are
institutionalized relationships between racially distinct components
of heterogeneous societies that regulate the adaptation of each
component .to its social environment.ITn a racially heterogeneous
society, the stratification of racial stocks is a very general mode of
interracial accommodation; but this enjoins the active and continuous participation of the rankcd strata in a common system of
interaction. Without such functional and jural interdependence,
racial sections of a wider society would approximate discrete
collectivities aligned solely by ties of political alliance or subordinatio.Ef In such a case, the racially distinct collectivities may also be
spatially separate, endogamous, and bionomically self-sufficient; and
under such conditions, these racially distinct populations will
normally differ in culture, perhaps in language, and in their systems
of social organization and value, since each segment will constitute
an exclusive context of reproduction and socialization. It is
appropriate then to distinguish the societal alignment of racial
segments ranked externally by criteria of numbers and dominance
from systems of racial stratification which presuppose the incorporation of racially different stocks within a common system of action,
even where both structures overlap. As we shall see, the Caribbean
contains several societies 0 f either type.
Granted their membership in a single society, whether segmental
or stratified in its structure, the accommodation of racially distinct
populations has a limited number of primary alternatives. If the
racial segments are bionomically and spatially discrete, their accommodation may either be stabilized as a hierarchy; or it may be
non-hierarchic and symbiotic, and take the form of a consociation in
which the various segments collaborate externally with one another
as units of equivalent status. Alternatively, racial stocks may either
be incorporated into a single system of action by subjugation to a
dominant group, or on an egalitarian basis which permits individuals
to associate and cooperate freely, irrespective of their racial or
ethnic identities. Each of these four alternatives represents a

.,
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particular mode of collective accommodation; and each of these
modes assumes certain specific conditions for its stability. Any event
or condition that invalidates the requisites of a prevailing interracial
accommodation will destabilize it, in proportion to its salience. Thus
either a stabilized segmental symbiosis or a stabilized racial stratification may be converted into contexts of collective uncertainty and
conflict by unsettling events. Alternatively, racial identities' and
exclusions may lose their earlier significance under the influence of
changing conditions. Recent developments in Caribbean societies
illustrate these alternatives nicely.

2.
Besides residual Amerindians in the Guianas, Dominica, St.
Vincent, Aruba, and British Honduras, Caribbean populations
include whites of varied nationality, Negroes, Chinese, East Indians
and Indonesians Uavanese). I shall treat these six stocks as racially
distinct since they 'are distinguished from each other ... by thc
relative commonness within them of certain inherited characters'.5
The hereditary characters that distinguish these six stocks are
such prominent physical traits as skin colour, hair type, facial
features and stature, which receive general notice in Caribbean
societies. As traits these characters are gross and variable though
none the less modally distinctive; but being transmitted biologically
from parents to children within each racial stock, they are highly
stable collective differentiae that possess objective validity. Accordingly they serve to distinguish children begotten by parents of the
same racial stock from others begotten by parents of differing races
through miscegenation; and these objective physical differences
between hybrids and genetically unmixed stocks validate that
biological conception of race which hybridization itself presupposes.
Since race is a biological term that may be used to distinguish
populations by objective and biologically transmitted features, its
relations with nationality are indifferent and variable. In classifying
Amerindians, Chinese, Negroes, whites, East Indians or Javanese as
racially distinct, it is irrelevant whether they belong to the same
nation or many. However, in many Caribbean societies, for political
and social reasons that reflect the interests of dominant groups,
nationality and race have been long and variably confused. Thus, in
the British West Indian census of 1943-6, resident whites were
divided into the following 'races'; locally born (Creole) whites, English,
Scotch, Irish, Italians, Germans, French, Jews, Portuguese
and others. Such classifications clearly invoke criteria of national
origins, language and culture rather than race to group whites in
political categories of interest to the colonial power. Even so, these
categories are not alway~ consistent. Thus, even locally born Jews
5. Dunn (1958), p. 17.
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and Portuguese are segregated from 'locally born whites',"
In Trinidad the West Indian census of 1960 distinguished the
following racial categories: Negro, white, East Indian, Chinese, mixed
and Lebanese-Syrian. The Jamaican census of that year supplemented
these categories with one for 'other races, unspecified', and broke
dO\vn the mixed class into four divisions as follows: coloured
(Afro-European), East Indian coloured (Afro-East Indian), Chinese
coloured (Afro-Chinese), and Syrian coloured (Afro-Syrian).' Thus,
if we employ these successive censuses to identify local races, we
shall have to conclude that Trinidad and Jamaica had experienced
profound racial transformations between 1943 and 1960. In practice
the differing racial classifications of these successive censuses merely
reflect differences in the political statuses of the territories concerned, and in the political identifications and interests of those who
designed these censuses, that of 1943 being directed by Britons under
Crown Colony rule, while those of 1960 were directed by native
Trinidadians and Jamaicans on the eve of decolonization. By
illustrating how variably people of different national identity and
social status may classify themselves and others in racial terms, these
census classifications indicate the inadequacy of those analyses of
race relations which are based on folk schemes of racial classification.
If we seek objectivity, we cannot rest a comparative study of these
phenomena on the current sociological view that a race is any 'group
of people who are regarded and treated in actual life as a race',s since
this casually assimilates racial, ethnic and national blocs, and
destroys in advance the necessary conditions for isolating the
objective relations of race and society by enjoining acceptance of all
societal classifications of race as equally valid even where these
directly contradict one another. For example, according to some, in
Cuba 'a man 'Ivith some white ancestry is not Negro ';9 whereas in the
USA anyone with Negro ancestry is a Negro. Moreover, as our West
Indian census categories illustrate, folk systems of racial classification
are often inconsistent, unstable, and differ for different reference
groups. Thus though relevant as descriptive data, they cannot furnish
a reliable base for the comparative analysis of objective relations
between differences of race and social stratification. To investigate
such relations we need equally objectiv~ and verifiable empirical
conceptions of race and stratification, which should facilitate our
identification of the variables under study despite their obfuscation by
local stereotypes and ideologies. Such conceptions should also permit
objective diachronic analyses of changing interracial accom6. Eighth Census of Jamaica, 1943, part 2, pp. xlix·Ii, 92-6; West Indian Census, 1946,
partA.,pp.12·17,95.
7. Eastern Caribbean Population Census, 7 April 1960, Series A, Bulletin no. I: Francis
(no date), ch. 4, pp. 4-6.
8. Blumer (1955), in Lind (1955), pp. 4-5.
9. MacGaffey and Barnett (1965), p. 59.
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modations, even though current ideologies obscure the boundaries
and relations of racial units.
As the 1960 Jamaican census indicates, besides primary stocks,
Caribbean societies contain a variety of hybrid types derived from
the crossings of whites, Chinese, Negroes, East Indian, Amerindian
and Javanese, within or without wedlock. Setting aside these .p~tte.rns
of miscegenation for later discussion, the 1960 census cl~sslflc~tl?n
of hybrids in Jamaica also shows that most of these hybnd vanetles
and populations are coloured or partoNegro.
Historically, most Caribbean societies were constituted by
European colonists who dispossessed local Amerindians .and
imported African slaves in variable quantities and rates for the mmes
or plantations. Given the unbalanced sex ratios among these
immigrant stocks, and the prevailing social organization, miscegenation proceeded between free white men and black women whose
status as slaves excluded marriage. The hybrid offspring of such
unions constituted a fast growing mulatto or coloured bloc, some
being free and others slaves. Various factors differentiated these
coloured hybrids from the white and Negro stocks to which their
parents belonged; but differences of personal status further divided
the coloured into two exclusive categories, the free and the slave. As
Negro slave majorities increased with colonial development, white
dominance increasingly relied on the support of free and slave
coloured people. For generations the colonial populations were
enumerated as whites, free coloured, free blacks (that is, manumitted
or self-redeemed ex-slaves), and slaves. In some territories resident
Je",:,s, who lacked civil ,rights until 1832, were also distin~ished from
nationals of the colomal power. Thus when slavery termmated, most
of these mixed societies recognized three racially distinct categories
white, black and coloured, the latter internally differentiated by
decreasing Negro components in their genetic mixtures as sambo,
mustafino, mulatto, quadroon and octoroon. Although emancipation
eliminated the distinction between slave and free, these racial
classifications persisted together with this quasi-genetic differentiation of Negro-white hybrids. The socially and physically heterogeneous category of coloured hybrids accordingly stresse.d its
difference from Negroes while seeking to assimilate to the dominant
white minority; and thereafter this heterogeneous category of
coloured hybrids has remained structurally distinct from whites and
Negroes in most Caribbean societies.' 0 However, sin:e c?l~ured
people vary rather widely in physical type, the phenotypIcal limIts of
this category remain indeterminate, so that at both extremes blacks
and whites whose associates and qualities are predominantly
coloured are easily assimilated to this social category:
The line between 'coloured' and 'black' fluctuates with the bias of the census
10. Lowenthal (1967), pp. 597-601; Broom (1954); M.G. Smith (1965c). pp, 60-6.
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taker and the mood of the populace. The 'coloured' proportion of Dominica was
reported as 30 percent in 1921, 75 percent in 1946, and 33 percent in
1960 variations explicable only by changes in local evaluations. Jamaica
exhibits similar anomalies. Between 1943 and 1960 the 'coloured' population of
Kingston declined from 33 to 14 percent of the total, while that of one rural
parish rase from 11 to 19 percent. Change in names doubtless played a part;
Kingstonians were less chary of being called 'African' in 1960 than 'black' in
1
1943. '

Despite the uncertainties that attach to the boundaries and relative
size of this hybrid category by virtue of its interstitial social and
biological position, its objective exis tence and signifi~ance !n
Caribbean societies remain undeniable, None the less, thiS hybnd
population has undergone various changes in social status, recruitment patterns, and composition over the generations, with consequent increases in its physical and social heterogeneity. It is also
identified very differently in Hispanic and non-Hispanic societies. In
the Dominican Republic (Santo Domingo) whites were estimated at
13 percent and Negroes at 19 percent of the population in 1942, the
remainder, classified as mulattoes, being mainly of 'lower class'. I 2 .In
Cuba while officials estimate that 72 percent of the people are white
and 12 percent black, one unofficial estimate gives '30 percent white,
20 percent mestizo (coloured), 49 percent Negroid, and I percent
Oriental'.13 In Puerto Rico there has been a steady transfer of
mestizo and coloured folk to the white category in successive
censuses since 1860. 14 Thus, whereas in British territories the
difference between coloured and black fluctuates situationally, in
Hispanic areas this is true of the difference between coloured an.d
white. In Cllba 'racial antagonism between Negroes and mulattoes IS
often sharp, for according to the proverb, one Negro may harm
another but a mulatto will do worsel,ls Similar tensions characterize
relations between the middle-class coloured and lower-class black
throughout the West Indies; and, as in Cuba, these social categories
are often contraposed in racial terms.
Another distinction to persist from slavery which requires notice is
that between locally born folk a1).d others from abroad. Natives of
Caribbean societies, whether white, black or racially mixed, are
called Creoles or Criollos. The Creole category should therefore
include Amerindians, East Indians, Jews, Javanese, Chinese, Lebanese
and Portuguese who have been born in this region. However in
practice these latter populations are designated by specific names,
though their hybrid issue by black or coloured mates are normally
classified as Creole. Thus, in Guyana, Surinam and Trinidad where
Asiatics are numerous, the older Negroid sections reserve the
11. Lowenthal (1967). p. 600.
12. Tannenbaum (1946). p. 7,
13. MacGaffey and Barnett (1965). p. 34.
14. Hoetink (1967). p. 185; Lowenthal (1967). p. 600.
15. MacGaffey and Barnett (1965), p. 39.
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designation of Creoles for themselves, thereby indicating the sociocultural nature of this category. Particularly in Guyana and Trinidad,
Creoles describe East Indians by the pejorative term 'coolie', while
East Indians describe their Creole hybrids as doglas (bastards,
outcasts). 'To the Trinidadian [free Creole}, the Hindu East Indian
has always been a "coolie" regardless of status, never a Creole." 6 In
short, generically, Creoles are native West Indians of black, white or
mixed racial stock. l ? To distinguish Negro-white mixtures from
hybrids begotten by unions of Amerindians and Spaniards, it is
therefore convenient to use the local terms, coloured and mestizo.
In Table 1 I set out the reported population and approximate
racial compositions of those Caribbean units for which reasonably
recent data are avaih;ble. Unfortunately the table excludes the
French and Netherlands Antilles, together with Aruba, Bonaire and
Cura<;ao, British Honduras, Cuba, Haiti, Puerto Rico and Santo
Domingo since I failed to find recent data on their racial compositions. As indicated above, the reported ratios of coloured may err
in differing degrees and directions in different territories. We should
therefore regard these ratios as indicative rather than exact.
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3.
Besides the West Indian -archipelago, at the mInImUm the
Caribbean region includes Surinam, French Guiana, and Guyana
(British Guiana) on the Atlantic shoulder of South America, together
with British Honduras in Central America. These four mainland
territories with a joint area of 172,000 square miles and a population
of 1.1 million belong to this ethnographic zone by virtue of their
histories, colonial experience, cultures, racial composition and social
organization. In 1963, the islands contained about 22 million people
in a total area of 91,200 square miles. Of· these 23 million West
Indians, 7.2 million live in Cuba, 4.5 million in Haiti and 3.3 million
in Santo Domingo, which together occupy 73,363 square miles or
four·fifths of the archipelago. The remaining 7 million West Indians
are dispersed among forty-eight island societies, which range in size
from Redondo with one square mile, or Saba with 5.4 square miles,
to Jamaica with 4,400 square miles; in population from Mairo in the
Grenadines with 250 to Puerto Rico with 2.35 million; and in
density from Dominica with less than 200 per square mile to
Barbados with over 1400.' 8
These gross physical variations have parallels in social and cultural
spheres. Caribbean societies divide into two major classes which may
be labelled Creole and Hispanic or mestizo, according to their
derivation from Spain or other West European countries. Excluding
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Cuba, Santo Domingo, and Puerto Rico all other Caribbean societies
can be classified as Creole, whether derived from France, Holland,
Britain or Denmark. The great majority of these societies are raciallv
heterogeneous; however, we should distinguish three categories i~
racial terms; the racially homogeneous, the basically bi-racial and those
multi-racial units that contain three or more distinct stocks.
Provisionally also we should distinguish societies of moderate size,
that is, with more than 15,000 people, from those miniscule units
wi~h less, most of these being political dependencies of their larger
neIghbours. From the data on racial compositions set out above, we
can classify the Caymans, Turks and Caicos Islands, Montserrat and
the British Virgins as miniscule units, of which only the first is
clearly bi-racial. We can also identify Guyana, Trinidad-Tobago and
Surinam as multi-racial societies, all other units being bi-racial in base
and of moderate size.
. To generalize about societies exhibiting such diversity of compositIon and scale, we have first to distinguish their major varieties and
then to proceed comparatively. As indicated above, all racially
homogeneous Caribbean societies are economically marginal units of
miniscule size, while all Caribbean societies of moderate size are
bi-racial or multi-racial. The overwhelming majority of these bi-racial
units are highly stratified, while Caribbean multi-racial units all
exhibit a segmental alignment of segregated racial stocks. In addition,
all Caribbean societies are poor, weakly industrialized, heavily
dependent on agriculture, forestry or mining; and in most the
effective density of population on arable land is high. All were
established as European colonies, and all have histories ~f slavery. In
the general decolonization that followed the Second World War,
most of the larger units have acquired internal autonomy, and some
are now formally independent.

4.
Since 'the explanation of race relations mllst be sought in social
conditions and historic experiences',! 9 I shall now sketch the
historical development and organization of Caribbean societies,
paying special attention to their racial composition.
On discovery and settlement by Spaniards, Cuba, Hispaniola,
Puerto Rico, and Jamaica were occupied by Arawak and Ciboney
Amerindians. Despite initial intermarriage of Spanish men and
Amerindian women, these native populations were rapidly eliminated
by disease, overwork, and oppression. African slaves we're imported
from 1510 to replace them but, with the conquest of Mexico in 152 I
and Peru in 1554, Spanish interests focused on the wealthy
mainland colonies and these four Antillean territories became
way-stations that serviced the shipping between America and Seville.
19. Blumer (1955), p. 9.

Race and Stratification in the Caribbean
281
For example, in 1550, Cuba contained only twelve hundred
Spaniards, three thousand Amerindians and a few African slaves. 2o
While Spain concentrated her manpower on the conquest and
settlement of her mainland territories, Carib Indians retained control
of the leSser Antilles, until Holland, France and Britain, in search of
colonies, dispossessed them and one another as occasion allowed. By
1655 the British had seized Jamaica from Spain, and had colonized
Surinam only to lose it to Holland in 1667. Thirty years later France
established its colony of Saint Dominique in the western half of
Hispaniola by dispossessing Spain.
While the Spaniards initially sought precious metals by setting
Indians and African slaves to mine, they also ranched and cultivated
some tobacco and sugar on a small scale. The Dutch, French, and
British proceeded to develop plantation economies based on slave
cultivation of sugar for export to the metropoles under mercantilist
regulations. Seamen sought wealth by transport, piracy and smuggling. Loggers colonized the coast of British Honduras. In St. Vincent
and Dominica, as described below, the beleaguered Carib Indians
welcomed escaping Negro slaves with whom they interbred to
produce a hybrid people, the black Caribs, Negroid in appearance but
Carib in culture and language. 2 I Elsewhere Amerindian inhabitants
were eliminated from the islands and replaced with African slaves by
the colonizing French, British and Dutch.
In 1645 when Barbados contained 40,000 whites and 6,000
Negroes, most of the whites were indentured Britons recruited to
cultivate tobacco. Under Dutch inspiration Barbados abandoned this
experiment for sugar cultivation by African slaves; and bv 1685 the
island contained 20,000 whites and 46,000 Negroes. 22 • In 1673,
eighteen years after Britain had seized it, Jamaica contained 7,700
whites and 9,500 Negroes. By 1700 Negroes outnumbered whites in
all British Caribbean colonies; in 1723, Jamaica contained 74,000
Negro slaves and 7,700 whites. As the slave trade continued and the
sugar economy boomed under mercantilist protection, population
increased by importation of African slaves throughout the nonHispanic Caribbean, until by 1810, two years after Britain had
formally prohibited further slave imports from Africa, the British
Caribbean contained 568,000 slaves who represented 80 percent of
its population. 2 " Most of these slaves were natives of Africa. Of
locally born slaves many were coloured.
Population structure varied colonially and also over time. In 1805,
while 8 percent of the people in Trinidad were white, 24.5
percent were free coloured. In 1816, of 3,824 persons in British
Honduras, 149 (4 percent) were white, 933 (24 percent) free
20. MacGaffey and Barnett (1965), p. 4.
21. MacRae Taylor (1951), pp. 15·35.
22. Parry and Sherlock (1956), p. 69.
23. West Indian Census 1946, palLA, p. 5.
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coloured, and the remainder were slaves. In Jamaica and St. Vincent
by 1820, there were equal numbers of free coloured and whites,
while about 1 percent of the slave population were also coloured. 24
In 1838 slavery was terminated in British possessions by an act of
Parliament; in 1848 France did likewise; in 1863 the Dutch followed
suit.
Throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, when these
West Indian territories ranked among the richest and most profitable
European colonies, France, Britain, Spain and Holland contested
their possession in a continuous series of naval wars. Such territories
as S1. Lucia changed hands several times during these struggles.
Others such as Saint Dominique, Barbados and Cuba escaped that
fate. Meanwhile throughout the eighteenth century Cuba, Puerto
Rico and Santo Domingo (the eastern half of Hispaniola) remained
undeveloped by comparison with the colonies of Britain, Holland
and France. In 1776, of 70,260 inhabitants in Puerto Rico, only
6,487 were listed as slaves. 2 5 Cuba, which may have contained 2,000
slaves in 1790, probably had a similar composition. However, by
1817, when the first Cuban census was taken, of 630,000 inhabitants, 291,000 were whites, 115,000 free coloured and 224,000 were
slaves. 26 The remarkable changes in the composition and size of
Cuba's population during these twenty-seven years followed the
island's conversion from ranching and small-scale tobacco farming by
free white residents to sugar production by imported slave labour. This
conversion was stimulated by the collapse of sugar production in Saint
Dominique, formerly the largest and richest plantation colony in the
region, and by the rapid gro'wth of a major sugar market in the newly
independent USA.
Saint Dominique was ruined as a plantation colony by the
revolution of Negro slaves and free coloured that began in 1791 and
terminated in 1804, This revolution, which freed the country ftom
France, was perhaps the most important episode in the history of
Caribbean slavery. Set off by the Great Revolution in France, the
successful Haitian revolt had rather special antecedents which merit
notice.
Miscegenation of white males and black slave women characterized
the slave regime everywhere, Tbese unions proceeded outside
wedlock, since their male participants were free, while the women
were normally slaves. However, throughout the French colonies until
1674, since 'children received at birth the status of their father',2 7 all
issue of these interracial unions were free by birth; and, since Louis
XIV had conferred full legal and political rights of citizenship on this
increasing population of free coloured affranchis in 1658, another law

°

~4, M.G. Smith (1965c), p. 93,
25. Mintz (1959), p. 276.
26, Parry and Sherlock (1956), pp. 1~7, 222 ff,; MacGaffey and Barnett (1965), p, 9;
Mintz (1964), pp. xxi ff,
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was passed in 1674 to restrict the gro'l'/th of the free coloured
populations which ruled that hybrids should take the status of their
mothers.
Even so, the free coloured continued to increase in numbers and
wealth, until white planters came to regard them as potential rivals.
Beginning in 1758, the white planters who dominated the colonial
legislature in Haiti passed discriminatory laws against the free
coloured citizen. 'One by one his rights in the Code were
abrogated ... Law and religion were barred to him because of their
honorific nature. Coloured women were forbidden in 1768 to marry
white men. In I 779 began a series of laws designed to humiliate the
coloured person in public.' 28 None the less, 'some say that in 1791
they [the coloured] owned a third of all the land in the colony and a
fourth of all the slaves; others, more conservative, put the figure at
one-fifth of each'.2 9
When the Third Estate convened at Paris in 1789, the white
planters of Saint Dominique sent a delegation to seek colonial
auto.n?my. They were met by radical demands for the forthright
abohtlOn of slavery as a direct implication of the Rights of Man. The
resulting compromise formally re-enfranchised the free coloured of
Saint Dominique, but left implementation of this measure to the
colonial legislature, itself the instrument of white oligarchy. As the
f;ee coloured perceived that they would have to fight to secure their
nghts, they prepared to do so; and when the slaves independently
revolted against their masters in August 1791, the free coloured
aligned themselves with this revolt and sought to direct it to their
own ends. Against this unprecedented combination the local whites
were unable to offer effective resistance. Intervention by the navies
of Britain and Spain merely consolidated the alliance of free
coloured and slaves, who proclaimed their allegiance to revolutionary
France with fervour. But when, in 1793, the Republic voted to abolish
slavery in Saint Dominique and other French territories, 'the action
[was] as distasteful to the free coloured people as it was to the whi tes;
both groups wanted to own slaves'. 3 0 In 1797, after the surviving
whites had been expelled from the colony, the free coloured under
Rigaud fought the ex-slaves under Toussaint L'Ouverture, and were
defeated. In 1801-3, when Napoleon, having removed Toussaint,
attempted to reinstitute slavery in Saint Dominique, Christophe and
Dessalines resumed the struggle until by 1804, all whites had been
eliminated from the territory, and its independence from France was
finally assured.
This sequence reveals clearly the central role of political relations
in the racial order and social stratification of a Caribbean slave
society_ The revolt of Haitian slaves owed its success to the
28. Leyburn (1941), pp. 19·20.
29,. ihid" p. 18.
30. ibid., p. 25.
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antecedent persecution of coloured affranchis by white planters who
feared the growing wealth and numbers of this hybrid category. This
persecution forged a revolutionary alliance between the free coloured
and the black slaves which had few parallels, even in the revolts led
by the mulatto Fedon against the British in Grenada and by the
Jacobin commissioner, Victor Hugues, in St. Lucia and Guadeloupe
in 1794-5. For, on deciding to abolish slavery, the French Republican Government sent Hugues 10 implement its decree in the
southem colonies, St. Lucia, Guadeloupe and Martinique. In
response local French planters welcomed the British navies to protect
them against the proclaimed emancipation. Hugues temporarily
relieved St. Lucia but failed to take Martinique. However he did seize
Guadeloupe and stimulated its slaves to assert their new freedom by
revolt against their masters. In 1801, when Napoleon decreed the
restoration of slavery, it proved necessary to re-establish the old
regime in Guadeloupe by force and mulatto control was overthrown.
The successful defence of slavery by French planters in Martinique,
St. Lucia and ultimately in Guadeloupe contrasts sharply with its
destruction in Saint Dominique (Haiti)_
Spain's response to the revolutionary struggles that ruined the
sugar production of Saint Dominique was to promote plantation
slavery initially in Cuba, and, as Cubit prospered, in Puerto Rico, the
only other West Indian island that remained under Spanish control,
since the Haitians overran Santo Domingo from 1806 to 1844. Despite
an Anglo-Spanish agreement of 1817 to suppress the African slave
trade, Cuban slave imports increased steadily, until by 1837 they
exceeded 12,000 per annum. By 1870 when the trade finally
terminated another 200,000 Africans may have entered the island. 3 I
Only in 1815 did Spain begin to convert Puerto Rico to sugar
production; but by then it was too late to secure the necessary numbers
of African slaves since the Anglo-Spanish agreement of 1817 restricted
these imports, while the Cuban slave market nearby offered better
terms. In consequence Negro slaves never exceeded 15 percent of the
Puerto Rican population; and in the absence of these and other
supplies of foreign labour, the Puerto Rican government forced 'free
but landless peasants to work on the plantations. A whole series of
laws were passed during the period 1815-50 to exact more labour
from landless freemen. Puerto ,Rico in this period presented the
curious picture of a Caribbean colony where slaves were treated little
worse than freemen.' 3 2 Thus, while their brief but vigorous careers
as sugar colonies fuelled by black slave labour have given the racial
compositions of Puerto Rico and Cuba a Creole complexion, this did
not disturb their Spanish cultural foundations. In both territories
Negroes have remained the minority. Only in Santo Domingo,
following its domination by Haiti between 1806 and 1844, were
31. Parry and Sherlock (1956), pp. 224·5; Minlz ( 1964 J, p. xxv.
32. Minlz (1959), pp. 277 fr.
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Negroes numerically preponderant in these Hispanic societies.
Although closely linked to the sugar plantation, West Indian
slavery was not entirely restricted to it. In British Honduras slaves
were employed in logging and 'worked side by side with their masters
on similar terms to those of hired labourers'. 3 3 In Saba, where slaves
remained a numerical minority, they worked alongside their masters in
the fiel~ and at se~34 Cura~ao and SI. Eustatius, where Negroes
predommated numerIcally, prospered through commerce instead of
plantations. In French St. Barthelemy, slaves were marginal. On
Grand Cayman, where sugar was not cultivated, they remained a
minority. On Ihe.Turks and Caicos Islands, devoted to fishing, sailing
and. the productIOn of salt, there were very few resident owners.
There were also many small islands such as Barbuda, St. Maarten, and
Carriacou in which Negro slaves employed in sugar plantations
predominated heavily.
Caribbean societies with differing ecologies and economic
resources responded differently to the abolition of slavery, Where all
arable lands had been pre·empted by sugar plantations, as in
Barbados, Antigua, and St. Kitts, emigration was the only feasible
alternative that emancipation presented ex-slaves to tenancy and
w~ge wo.rk on estates a~ ~tes dictated by the planters. Perceiving
thIS, Antlguan planters elImmated the statutory period of apprentice'
shi~ and emancipated their slaves directly in 1834, without losing
theIr labour. In Barbados, colonial legislation of 1840 effectively tied
all labourers within the island to the' plantations on which they
lived. H . But as the sugar market slumped with the repeal of imperial
protectIOn between 1846 and 1854, the Barbadian govemment
encouraged emigration; and by 1920 ~ver 100,000 people had left
the island. 3 6
In Haiti, despite Christophe, plantations were abandoned and
broken up shortly after independence. The ex-slaves occupied
themselves with subsistence cultivation. In Jamaica, British Guiana
and .Trinidad, where unused lands were available, emancipation
pernutted a heavy exodus of workers from the plantations to
establish new communities based on subsistence farming. In Grenada
some ex-slaves quit the estates to acquire their own small holdings,
while others remained as residenllabourers. 37
Emancipation created a labour crisis in those plantation colonies
thai conlained unused lands available for settlement by ex-slaves.
T?is economic crisis was complicated and intensified by the
WIthdrawal of protective tariffs in metropolitan states, and by the
increasing supplies of cheaper sugar from Brazil and Germany. In this
context, marginal sugar-producing areas, such as the Grenadines, the
33. Waddell (1963), p. 14.
34. Gorham Cmne (1966). pp. 22, 25·7.65.7.103.161.
35. Lowenthal (1957), pp. 453-4.
36. ibid., pp. 454-5; Mack (1967), in Bell (1967), p. 153.
37. M.G. Smith (1965c), pp. 151-2,267-71; Farley (1954); Cumper (1954).
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Virgin Islands, S1. Maarten, Montserrat and Nevis, were abandoned
to Negro peasantries as planters withdrew. ""'here territories had been
entirely parcelled out in plantations as in St. Kitts, Antigua and
Barbados, sugar production continued without serious decline in
labour supplies since the ex-slaves had no practical alternative to
plantation labour except emigration; but in St. Lucia, plantations
were gradually abandoned over several decades, in S1. Vincent they
were converted to arrowroot, in Grenada to cocoa and nutmegs, in
Jamaica to bananas; and in each case there was a sufficient turnover
of management to facilitate the emergence of a coloured planter
class, who were often the lineal issue of the last generation of white
sugar planters. Alternatively, where planters decided to pursue sugar
production despite the labour shortage that followed emancipation,
foreign workers were imported at public expense under indenture
contracts that ensured plantation control of their labour for several
years. This response was adopted for different reasons in different
measures and at different rates by planters in Guadeloupe,
Martinique, Surinam, Trinidad, Guyana, Jamaica, St. Vincent and
Cuba; and in general the largest numbers of indentured workers were
imported by those units with the most expansive plantation systems.
Indentured workers recruited for these different territories came
in different ratios from Africa, from Germany, Portugal, Madeira,
Malta, the Azores and the Cape Verde Islands, from China, from
India and from Indonesia, to Surinam, Martinique, Trinidad, Guyana
and Jamaica. Cuba continued to import African slaves until 1870,
following which it recruited indentured workers from China, and
later from Yucatan. While these immigrations complicated and
diversified the racial and socio-cultural composition of these Caribbean cou{ltries, they did not transform their social structures
immediately, but facilitated their persistence.
In 1841, three years after emancipation had taken effect,
Jamaican planters imported 10,000 free Africans, 1,000 Germans,
2,700 Britons and some Portuguese. 38 Between 1860 and 1893 the
island also received 5,000 Chinese workers. 39 By 1871, Guyana had
imported 14,000 Africans and 6,900 Chinese. Between 1835 and
1882 Guyana also received 31,600 Portuguese. However, by 1851 the
Portuguese in Guyana had moved from plantation labour into
shopkeeping, and owned 173 of the 296 licensed shops in Georgetown, the capital. 40 Such labour imports, financed from colonial
revenues, varied territorially in volume, duration and source with the
labour demands and profitability of the local plantations. Thus,
Puerto Rico, which lacked the necessary capital and revenues,
received few indentures, while Cuba needed none until her slave
trade ceased in 1870. B~bados, Antigua and St. Kitts had no need of
38. M.G. Smith (1965c), pp. 151-2; Roberts (1957), pp. 103-32.
39. Roberts (1957), PP' 131-2; Black (1958). p. 165.
40. R.T. Smith (1962), pp. 8, 44;'Despres (1967), pp. 56, 62-3.
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foreign labour to work their plantations, while Carriacou the Turks
and Caicos Islands, the Caymans, Montserrat and othe: territories
~thout operating plantations received no indentures. Jamaica, St.
Vmcen~ and Grena?a, with inefficient and unprofitable sugar
pla~tatlOns, could neither finance nor absorb as many indentures a~
Sunnam, Guyana and Trinidad, where plantations remained profitable
and expansive.
The great bulk of indentured labour was drawn from India under
schemes administered by the British Colonial Office. Between 1838
~nd 1917, when the Indian govemn:ent terminated this programme,
altogether about 548,000 East IndIans came to the British, French
an~ Dutch West Indies on official schemes ... 239,000 to British
GU1~~ alone, 134,000 to Trinidad, 78,000 to Guadeloupe and
Maru.mque and 35,000 to Surinam'.41 Another 36,400 went to
J~malca'4~,900 to Grenada,. 4,400 to St. Lucia, and 2,500 to St.
ymcent.
Though ~a.ny Indians ~eturned ho~e on completing their
Indentures, the maJonty settled m the terntories where they had
worked; and, when immigration from India ceased the Dutch
~ndent~red Javanese from the Dutch East Indies (Indon~sia) to work
~n Surmam, much as Cuban planters had supplemented their Chinese
Imports by Spanish-speaking white and mestizo recruits from
Yucatan.
While India furnished foreign labour, indentures declined and
ceased elsewhere. By 1895 indentures from China had ended; but
a::e~ 191 0 ot~er Chinese immigrated to Guyana, Jamaica and
lnmdad at theIr own expense to seek their fortunes as traders and
workers. During these years small groups of immigrants from Syria
and Lebanon came to Jamaica and Trinidad for similar ends. These
ethnic . min~ri~ies have retained their occupational specialism and
collective dlstmctness by endogamy and exclusive associations. In
contrast, the earlier waves of indentured Chinese assimilated rapidly
to the local population, as did many Portuguese.
The demographic history of British Honduras differs from other
territo~es as an. effect of its ecological situation. Following their
revolt In St. Vmcent and Dominica at the instigation of Victor
Hugues in 1795, the black Caribs were deported en masse to the
Honduran coast, and by 1802 had entered tRe colony. Between 1848
and 1851, another 4,000 Spanish-speakb;lg mestizos and whites
settled in the north to escape the Maya revolt in Yucatan. Bv 1861
these immigrants from Yucatan, totalling over 9,000, outnu~bered
the English-speaking Creoles who were then concentrated around
Belize. on the coast. At. various periods during the past century
Kekchl and other Maya tnbes have also moved into British Honduras
from Guatemala to settle empty lands in the interior; and in 1958
they were followed by 1,000 German-speaking Mennonites from
41. Newman (1964), p. 26.
42. Roberts (1957), p. 128.
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Mexico seeking freedom from governmental regulation~. l!nfor~u
nately the British Honduras census of 1960 does not mdlcate ~ts
racial composition_ However, in 1946, 38 percent of the colomal
population were black, 31 percent were 'mixed',. 17 percent were
Amerindians, 7 percent black Caribs, 4 percent whItes and 3 percent
Asiatic, mainly East Indian. It should be noted that the 'mixed'
category in this census return is a composite of English-spea~ng
Creoles, descended from Britons and Negroes, and of Spamshspeaking mestizos, descended from Spania:ds ~nd Amerindians.
Classified by language, some 60 percent of this mixed category, a?d
thus 18 percent of the colonial population, were Negro-whIte
hybrids, the remainder being Spanish-speaking mestizos. At .that date
resident whites were almost equally divided between SpanIards and
Britons. 43
Emiaration has also affected the racial composition of Caribbean
" differently, and at differing rates and times. For example,
societies
whereas Jamaica contained 35,000 whites in 1820, by 1946 there were
less than 14,000. In Grenada, St. Lucia, Dominica, Nevis and
elsewhere, as white planters INithdrew during the latter half of the
nineteenth century, they were succeeded by a hybrid class of coloured
landowners who never formed more than 5 percent of the population,
and who have since themselves withdrawn from such marginal areas as
Carriacou, Union and Mairo, Barbuda, and some British Virgin Islands,
thereby simplifying the social structure and racial compositi;:>D of these
abandoned communities. On the Cayman Islands, despIte 'almost
continuous emigration' 44 and very little immigration, populati~m
doubled between 1881 and 1943 with remarkable changes of raCIal
composition. During these sixty years local Negroes increased by 10
percent from 972 to 1,051, while whites increased by 140 percent from
864 to 2,086, and hybrids by 185 percent from 1,230 to 3,518.45
These figures suggest substantial rates of miscegenation and some
emigration by blacks. Comparable patterns can be traced through
census tabulations for South St. Elizabeth, Jamaica, where there are
settlements of white peasants around Bull Savanna, and on Petit
Martinique, near Carriacou, where the coloured descendants of former
French colonists retain their ancestral culture, language, names ·and
cult. On Saba, one of the Dutch Windward Islands, the white majority
has been reduced by emigration, until now the population is evenly
divided between whites and non.whites, very few of whom are hybrids.
While 'poor whites' maintain exclusive peasant settlements in
Barbados, Grenada, St. Vincent, Jamaica and elsewhere, on Saba by
1964 there was 'an almost completely random distribution of
population'. All four villages contain white and black families. 4 6
',111. Waddell (1963j. pp. 64-7.
44. Handbook of Jamaica. 1960, p. 719.
45. Eighth Census of Jamaica. 1943, p. 444.
46. ~rham Crane (1967), pp. 10 )·6,
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Since the various immigrant stocks that entered the Caribbean
were differentially affected by shortages of women, miscegenation,
adult and infant mortality rates, migration and ecological context,
they have declined or increased in numbers at differing rates in
different countries and periods; but of all racial stocks within the
region, East Indians everywhere exhibit the highest rate of natural
incre~ and among the lowest rates of miscegenation and emigration..' Thus, since indenture ceased fifty years ago, these Indian
populations have increased disproportionately until they are now the
second largest blocs in Surinam and Trinidad and the majority in
Guyana. As indicated below, this rapid rate of natural increase among
local East Indians has acquired political significance in Guyana,
Trinidad and SurinanI with the introduction of popular government,
party politics and universal suffrage, following the Second World
War.

5.
Miscegenation is an old and widespread feature of Caribbean
societies which has generated two important categories, the mestizos
and the coloured, while affecting all racial stocks differentially.
Patterns of miscegenation illustrate prevailing modes of collective
accommodation, and, for this reason, among others, they attract the
attention of natives and observers alike. Miscegenation is not of
course restricted to interracial mating. It may be identified
wherever individuals belonging to mutually exclusive social categories
establish sexual unions. Some examples of matings which controvert
local norms and are therefore regarded as miscegenation, despite
their avoidance of racial mixture, are cited below.
In polyglot societies characterized by the stable symbiotic accommodations of their racial or ethnic components, these will p'enerallv
remain bionomically distinct, physically separate and '"mutually,
endogamous. In consequence the society will articulate discrete
segments of parallel status but distinctive locations, memberships,
organizations and cultures. The 'multi-racial society of British
Honduras illustrates this type nicely. There, until recently, four
racially distinct segments, speaking different languages and practising
different cultures, coexisted under British rule in physical isolation
from one another. Of these segments, the English-speaking Creoles
were most numerous, followed by the Spanish-mestizo bloc, the
Maya Amerindians, and the black Caribs. With the recent immigration of German Mennonites, the country now contains five segregated segments. Decolonization has placed British Honduras under
the administration of coloured and Negro Creoles, since the Maya,
Carib and Spanish-speaking mestizo segments are separately too
small, isolated and remote from one another to challenge Creole
leadership. However, repeated Guatemalan claims to the territory
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threaten its precarious post-colonial accommodation and may reverse
the current relations and roles of mestizos and Creoles.
Other Caribbean multi·racial societies, such as Surinam, Guyana
and Trinidad, exhibit similar segmental patterns. In Surinam the
primary segments are Creole, Indian and Javanese, the native Bush
Negroes (Djuka) and Amerindians being without political representation. In Trinidad and Guyana until 1946, Creole and East Indian
peoples remained segmentally distinct, as do the Amerindians of
Guyana today. However, under the political economies of colonialism, although these Creole and East Indian segments were bionomicallv sufficient and discrete, they were articulated symbiotically by
th~ir common subordination to the British, a condition expressed by
their differential disenfranchisement, differential civic rights, differential opportunities for education, public employment and access to
land, as well as by their racial segregation. As Britain proceeded to
decolonize, these colonial symbioses were destabilized, until the
Creole and East Indian segments were duly mobilized as blocs under
political parties competing for political dominance in both territories. This enhanced competition has leinforced and extended
their traditional segmental exciusiveness.(The indirectly symbiotic
accommodation that prevailed under the' colonial regime has thus
been changed by decolonization into relation~ 0 f collective competition and conflict in Guyana and Trinidad.) In Surinam, however,
where colonialism had stabilized a more .Ieffective symbiosis by
introducing the Javanese as a third bloc, decolonization has fostered
a consociational regime in which Creoles, Indians and Javanese,
organized by racialty exclusive political parties, collaborate in the
territorial administration proportionately with their respective
numbers, Yet, even in Surinam, 'parties have become even more
racially oriented, and attempts to forge an interracial movement
have been up to now quite unsuccessful'.4 7
Differences in the racial compositions and proportions of the
populations of Surinam, Trinidad and Guyana have played a critical
part in promoting these diverse developments. In Surinam no single
racial segment can command a majority. In Trinidad-Tobago, where
the Creole (Negro and coloured) segment accounts for three-fifths of
the people, its present dominance seems secure. In Guyana, where,
although numerically the largest, the East Indian segment recently
formed less than half of the population, until 1964 the stmggle for
dominance between Creoles and East Indians was violent and keen.
White and Negro populations of Saba in the Dutch Windwards
illustrate another type of segmental accommodation and its dissolution. Until recently Saba has always had a white majority_ In 1863,
when Holland abolished slavery, Saba contained 704 slaves and a few
free Negroes. Following emancipation the two racial segments lived
apart in several villages, each securing its o\>\'Il subsistence by fishing,
47. Mathews (1966), in Mathews et a!. (1966), pp. 96-103.

Race and StratIfication in the Caribbean

291

sailing, peasant cultivation and wage-work abroad. During the past
century, population has f1uctuatcd under the influence of successive
~migrations. Whereas formerly black and white residents lived apart,
III 1964-5 they occupied eommon communities_ A report on Saba
published in 1960 relates that:
Whites still stand firmly for complete segregation. In Saba whites are adamant and
unanimous about this,48 ... On Saba the tradition against intermarriage and
even against extra-marital relations between members of the two races remains
deeply entrenched; attitudes of whites towards race mixture are full of
abhorrence and repugnance. 4 9

These observations are invalidated by a later study which reports
the situation on Saba in 1964-5:
Black and white children frequently play together, parents of both races
frequently choose godparents of the other racial group for their children, people
frequently use a phrase 'my good neighbour' in reference to a person of the
other race, and there has been a slight increase, during the past thirty years, in
interracial unions ... The majority of these unions, whether within marriage or
outside it, are of the type opposite to those which formerly took place .. _ most
modern unions are between black men and white women. Where there is no
marriage and the child of a bi-racial union is brought up in the home of the
mother, he usually shares in her social-racial assignation.s 0

These successive reports on Saba indicate that the formerly
exclusive relations of blacks and whites have changed there quite
significantly since 1955 from segmental symbiosis to an increasingly
inclusive egalitarian accommodation. Although we lack relevant data,
it seems probable that some black and white communities of the
Cayman Islands may have experienced somewhat similar develop.
ments during the decades between 1881 and 1943.
Thus recent developments in Guyana, British Honduras, Surinam,
Trinidad and Saba illustrate alternative transformations of stabilized
segmental symbioses towards domination, strife, and consociational
articulations, and to the dissolution of segmental boundaries in an
inclusive social order. Comparably divergent accommodations of two
identical racial segments may be illustrated by the fusions of
mnaway Negro slaves and Carib Indians on St. Vincent and Dominica
between 1635 and 1763.
Under continuous attacks and harassment by French, British and
Spanish, the S1. Vincent Caribs first gave refuge to two boat-loads of
Negro slaves in 1635; and by 1676 they had admitted about 3,000
Negroes, most of whom were males. These Negroes settled on the
windward coast of St. Vincent, while the Caribs lived as before on
the leeward coast. At that date the St. Vincent Caribs probably
48. J.Y. and D.L. Keur (1960), p. 204.
49. ibid., p. 200.
50. Gorham Crane (1967), pp. 161, 314_
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exceeded 4,000. By 1700 when the Negroes approached 4,000 in
numbers the 'red' Caribs had been reduced to 2,000 through
continual warfare with the Europeans. As the populatIOn of Canb
males decreased through slaughter, Negroes abducted Carib women
to their settlements. By 1763 when Britain annexed St. Vincent, the
'black' (Carib) outnumbered the 'red' Caribs there.by ahnost ten to
one.5 I In adjacent Dominica, Caribs ~ad also .united wIth Neg:oes
for common defence; but there they mtermarned freely under the
influence of French priests'. 52 Thus, whereas Negroes e.ffected.a
forcible fusion of the two stocks in St. Vincent by seIzmg Canb
women in Dominica the union of these two peoples appears to have
proceeded peacefully, under similar external threats, as fugitive slaves
replaced Carib males slain in war.
..,
.
With these data we can attempt to dlstmgUIsh. alternatIve patt:rns
of interracial miscegenation as indices of collectIVe accommodatIOns
among racially distinct stocks within Caribbean so~ieties; ?ut ",:hile
miscegenation patterns are sensitive indicators .of lIlter~aCIa~ ad}ustments, they are neither uniform nor transparent m theIr ImphcatIOns.
Mutually exclusive racial segments arc inevitably endogamous ~s, for
example, the Negroes and whites em St. M~arten, St. EustatlUs or
contemporary Barbados. Where mIscegenation IS formally u~res
tricted, it must be symmetrical in the sense that part~ers of either
sex and racial stock may mate by marriage or othervvise. In such a
case, racial stocks participate as equals in a society defined by
common connubium. Though rare, this pattern seems to be the
direction of current developments on Saba, as earlier among the
Caribs and Negroes of Dominica and St. Vincent. More co:nmonly,
miscegenation is either forbidd~n,. in wh~ch c~e the raCial blocs
remain genetically discrete, or It IS restncted m range a~d form.
Wherever restricted, miscegenation is always asymmetncal and
unilateral in the sense that men of one stock or ethnic segment have
access to' the women of one or more others, without reciprocity.
Such asymmetrical miscegenation genera~y ~xpresses and presupposes relations of dominance ~d subordmatlOn a~ong the stocks
concerned, as for example prevaJled between free whItes and Negroes
on West Indian slave plantations.
_.
However, an asymmetrical and unilateral pattern of mlscegenatl.on
may also prevail without the hierarchical align~ent of inte.r-breedmg
stocks as a simple effect of complementary dlsbalances .m the sex
ratios of racially distinct populations. For example, the Indentured
Chinese and Portuguese workers who completed their contra.cts and
quit the plantations for towns in Trinid~d, Gu,Yana, JamaIca and
Cuba during the nineteenth century, acqUlr~d Negro and coloured
concubines from the urban lower and mIddle classes, and ~he
offspring of these unions were assimilated to the Creole popUlatIOn
51. MacRae Taylor (1951), pp. 24,28-31.
52. ibid., p. 26, n.46.
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as hybrids 0f distinctive type. Chinese communities in contemporary
Cuba illustrate these processes very nicely. 5 3 In their turn these
Chinese <'Ind Portuguese hybrids mated with persons of differing
social level by marriage or outside it, thereby completing the
assimilation process. Partly as an effect of these processes in 1946
only 8,500 Portuguese remained out of more than 30,000 who were
brought into British Guiana between 1835 and 1882. In Trinidad,
Grenada, and Jamaica also, most persons descended from indentured
Portuguese are to be found within the coloured category. In Jamaica
only 130 Portuguese residents were listed in 1943. 54 Likewise in
Martinique 'several families have Chinese surnames and may have
members who have distinguishable features, but do not otherwise
differ from the bulk of the Martiniquians'.5 S
None the less, that mere imbalance in the sex ratios of an
immigrant stock is not always sufficient to produce miscegenation is
shown by the history of Indian populations in Surinam, Guyana,
Trinidad, Martinique, Grenada, and, until 1943, in Jamaica also.
Under institu tions of caste, Indians practice endogamy to avoid ritual
pollution. They accordingly ostracize their hybrids as doglas and
anathematize the Indian parents, unless such unions can be assimi·
lated to Indian notions of hypergamy, by which women of lower
caste may in some areas mate ,,\lith men of higher caste. s 6 Their
ritually enjoined endogamy 'has accordingly preserved the racial
distinctiveness, culture, language and traditional social organization
of Indian enclaves ag-dinst rapid dissolution by Creole contacts and
influences throughout the West Indies, while obstructing their
assimi lation to the Creole society.5 7 In Surinam, the Javanese have
been even more successful in resisting their ambience, and maintain
their segmental isolation in the midst of diverse peoples. 5 8
Until recently, unions between members of those ethnic stocks
which were locally distinguished in racial terms despite their
common objective racial identity were also described and treated as
instances of miscegenation. As indicated above, Creole societies
distinguished Creole (native born) whites of colonial.descent from
expatriate residents and nationals of other European countries in
racial terms. Jews, Lebanese and Portuguese were also distinguished
racially. On religious grounds Jews, who are one of the earliest
immigrant groups to settle in this region, marry endogamously,
though mating asymmetrically with Creoles outside marriage. As
recent immigrants from Asia l\1inor, Lebanese are also highly
endogamous; and so, until recently have been those Chinese who
came to the area at their own expense after 1910 as traders and
53. MacGaffey and Barnett (1965), p. 41.
54. Eighth Census ofJamaica, 1943, pp. xlix, 92; Broom (1960b), in Rubin (1960), p. 883.
55. M.M. Horowitz (1967), p. 3.
56. A. andJ. Niehoff (1960), p. 42.
57. Rubin (1962), p. 441.
58. Malefijt (1963).
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craftsmen. However, unions of Lebanese, Portuguese, Jews,
Spaniards or Italians with whites of British sto.ck were 10c~lIy
classified as miscegenation until quite recently. Nor ]S ~uch excl~slve
ness entirely restricted to groups of different ethmc or natlOnal
stock. In Martinique:
Metropolitan whites [expatriate Frenchmen 1 are in the :ivil se:vice and
commerce. Almost all of them live in the capital CIty ... EconomIcally and
socially the metropolitans are on a par with the coloured native class. They are
not accorded the status of bikes [Creole white planters J whose ~xcluSlve
ness is reinforced by endogamy ... Metropolitan whItes arrIve expectmg to be
accorded the deference they believe is due to their colour. They qUICkly lear,:,
though, that their social position is determin~~ by. their oc~upation and by theIr
birthplace. Marriage between coloured MartImqmans of eIther sex ~nd metropolitans is common, especially among those who are educated m F ranee ...
Middle class noirs also marry metropolitans, but less frequently than do the
mulatres. S 9

Except that Creole whites are more heavily. ~ependent .on ~e
metro pole and thus less estranged from vlsltmg expatnates m
Guadeloupe, the pattern there is similar. 6 ~ In Trin!dad, the
remaining French bekes avoid intennarriage wIth local Bntons; and
in Jamaica, the members of Cr~ole white pl~ter families a:e no m~re
willing to marry British expatnates en,gaged m co~~erce, mdustry ~r
the civil service than are the bikes of MartInIque to wed theIr
compatriots from France. Thus besi.d~s the nonns of race and
ethnicity, those of caste and class enJom endogamy among Cre~le
white planters as among immigrant Hindus. Howeve~, for w~lte
males these taboos on intennarriage do not exclude mIscegenatIOn
with 'women of other ethnic or racial stocks, notably Negro and
coloured.
Some observers ascribe the absence of a 'mulatto social class in the
Dutch Windwards' where white and black peasants have long been
settled close together ~o the absence,6(;f a 'd~e~ly entrenched,
numerous or long endUring plantocracy .
But sImJ!~r patterns ,are
also found at Mt. Moritz, Grenada, at Windward, Carrlacou, at New
Scotland Barbados, and elsewhere in areas vvith long plantatIOn
histories.' Moreover as data from Saba, Petit Martinique, a~d the
Cayman Islands indicate, it is not always the case .that cor:tlguous
black and white peasantries maintain sexual exclUSIOns: Evtde~t1y,
where Negroes and whites occupy similar socio-economlc posltlOn~,
the only alternative to symmetrical miscegenation is none at all. ThIS
principle explains why all perduri,ng c~ntexts <:>f asymmetrical
miscegenation between these stocks m Canbbean hIstory have been
characterized hy the subordination of one to the oth.er; moreo~er
throughout West Indian history, with the sale exceptIOns of HaItI,
59. M.M. Horowitz (1967), p. 15.
60. Leiris (1955), pp. 168-87.
6!. D.L. Keur (1960), in Rubin (1960), p. 798; J.Y. and D.L. Keur (1960), pp. 200 ff.
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Grenada and Guadeloupe during the decade of the French Revolution, whites have dominated Negro and coloured folk_
Where coloured elites exercise dominance they replicate the
asymmetrical patterns of their white ancestors and models. Coloured
elites in St. Lucia and Dominica and Grenada taboo intermarriage
with lower-class coloured or black folk, much as the Martinique
bekes taboo intermarriage with visiting Frenchmen or coloured
Creoles. However, while the male members of these coloured elites
mate freely outside marriage with lower-class women who are mainly
black, coloured elite women remain taboo to men of deeper pigment
or lower class. In Haiti, where the coloured elite numbered 150,000
in 1940 and formed 5 percent of the population they then
controlled, elite males mated with Negro women by institutions of
plafage, while reserving marriage for women of elite lineage. 6 2 In
consequence some sociologists were led to analyse relations between
the Haitian elite and Negro peasants in terms of caste. 6 3 But those
Haitian patterns have numerous parallels in the British Windward
Islands, where coloured elites descended from white planters and
black or coloured concubines observe similar endogamy. In contrast,
black and coloured members of other socio-economic strata mate
symmetrically by marriage or without it, thereby demonstrating that
the asymmetrical mating of' black folk and coloured elites derives
from collective inequalities of political and social status.
When the Spaniards first colonized Hispaniola and Cuba they
simultaneously married Amerindian women and treated native
Indians as he'athen enemies whose subjugation was legitimate and
imperative. Since intermarriage asserted the social equality of the
races to which the partners belonged, being inconsistent with Ihe
racial stratification forged by conquest and exploitation, this practice
lapsed rapidly, and Spaniards soon presented the Pope with the
problem of deciding whether Amerindians were fully human and
capable of divine redemption. As Negro slaves replaced the declining
Amerindians, Spaniards mated with their women outside marriage,
since slavery itself barred the latter relationship. Successive generations of British, Dutch and French colonists did likewise throughout
the Caribbean, thereby instituting those asymmetrical mating patterns which persisted wherever some men administered others as
unfree lahour in plantation contexts.
H. Hoetink has recently interpreted these Caribbean modes of
asymmetrical miscegenation as evidence of the inherent exclusiveness
of the 'somatic norm image' of whites from north-western Europe,
and he has argued that this image proscribes marriages between white
and coloured or Negro folk. This interpretation overlooks the
intermarriage of Frenchmen and coloured women in Saint Dominique until forbidden by law in 1768. It overlooks the intermarriage
62. Simpson (1941), pp. 640,648; (1942), pp. 655-61; Leyburn (1941), pp. 186-93.
63. Cobb (1940), pp. 23-4; Lcybum (1941).
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of white and Negro peasants such as Crane reports from Saba. It also
overlooks the refusal of Creole white plantocracies to intermarry
with members of their own national or ethnic stock; and it overlooks
the endogamy practised by white ethnic stocks, by Hindu labourers,
and by coloured elites who imitate their white predecessors. It also
ignores historical patterns of intermarriage between coloured folk
and metropolitan whites locally as well as in Europe. In short this thesis
misinterprets endogamous patterns which subserve and express
the political inequalities of differentiated social sections or classes by
treating them as pure effects of directing racial archetypes. It is
argued by Hoetink that these idealized racial phenotypes (somatic
norm images) differ among Iberians and north-western Europeans in
degrees that permit the former to marry coloured women while
prohibiting the latter. However, Hoetink himself admits difficulty in
distinguishing observable phenotypes of north-western Europeans and
Portuguese; 64 and no one has ever yet observed, nor ever will, a
'somatic norm image'. Surely, as historical data indicate, indentured
Portuguese, like the Chinese, being powerless, poor and in need of
mates, were constrained by their circumstances to accept coloured or
Negro women as intimates, whereas ;....hitcs engaged in plantation
management were equally constrained by their social circumstances
to maintain social distance throughout these liaisons. If the 'somatic
norm image' and its derivative, the 'somatic distance', regulates the
matings of Negroes and whites, it should surely proscribe unions
characterized by equality between Chinese and Negroes while
facilitating close relations between East Indians and Negroes.
The data on Caribbean miscegenation presented above indicate
that asymmetrical miscegenation is common among immigrant
groups that have unequal sex ratios, as an adaptive response to their
social situations. However, such unbalanced sex ratios are only found
among the first generation of immigrants whose hybrid offspring
must either assimilate to the host stock or be segregated socially by
mechanisms of collective control. Ritual prohibitions may exclude
both miscegenation and the problem of socially placing its hybrids;
but wherever such asymmetrical mating is institutionalized among
successive generations, it expresses and presupposes the political
inequality of the racial stocks as a condition of their union. In
contexts of collective parity, the alternative to symmetrical connubium between racial stocks is strict endogamy that excludes
miscegenation between them. Thus, in seeking to isolate the critical
factors that have regulated interracial status relations throughout
Caribbean history, we should concentrate on the distribution of
political resources and power among racial sections. The liberation of
Haitian mulattoes and blacks by the elimination of resident whites
illustrates the relevance of political relations for the racial com64. Hoetink (1967), pp. 166-74.
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position and stratification of that society; and so does the continuing
struggle between the coloured elite and the black mass that followed
Haitian i~depend~nce. Like,wise, the violent protests of emancipated
Ne,g,r~es m Jamaica, Martlmque and Dominica against their disabl~lt,les between 1865 and 1872 indicate their awareness of the
pohtICal bases of the current racial stratification; and so do
contemporary struggles between Creoles and East Indians in Guyana
and Trinidad.

6.
To exami!le the hypc:thesis t~~t collective alignments of power
have determmed the raCial stratifIcatIOn of Caribbean societies we
shoul~ .compare .racial stratifications during periods of sIa:erv,
col:mJaI~sm. an? SlIlce dec~lonization. We should also compare the
r~clal dlstnbutlOns of SOCial a<;sets and disabilities in societies of
diffe 7ent, type ,an? scale, for example, in segmentally organized
multI-raCIal SOCieties, and in bi-racial societies of moderate and
miniscule size, distinguishing those with plantation foundations from
o~ers ~tho~t. ,By. a racial stratification we simply mean the
differential dl~tnbut~o~ of social advantages and disadvantages
among. th~ ra~lally dlstmct stocks of a given society. By comparing
such dl~tnb~tlOns for sele~ted societies of different base and type at
successive mtervals of time, we can test the thesis that the
relationships between peoples of differin-g race in the Caribbean have
always reflected, distribut!ons of collective power, v.ithout claiming
to ?er.n0nstra~e It. conclUSively. However, if representative data from
societies of ~Iffenng base, type and periods support this hypothesis,
the onus wIll rest on those who hold that interracial accom.
modations are governed by non-political interests and factors such as
the main~enance of racial purity or the pursuit of economic gain to
prove their Case.
To locate reliable and comprehensive quantitative data on the
differentia~ distributi:ms of. social resources, advantages, and values
among raCial stocks III Canbbean societies is no simple matter. Of
re~e:lt censuses, ?y far the most informative in this respect is the
Bntlsh West Indian census of 1946, and especially the Jamaican
census of 1943, which provides a unique and invaluable account of
the differing social situations of racially classified stocks. Some data
from a study of social stratification in Grenada arc also illuminating,
alth:,ugh less c,omprehensive. Successive censuses rarely permit
d~tillle~ compansons of these distributions since they differ so
Wldely III their categories and tabulations; and even \\ithin the same
ce~su~, a<; illustra~ed above, we should not expect uniformity in
cnt.ena or ~a.bulatlOns. Comparative problems, compounded by the
vanable political statuses and affiliations of these Caribbean societies
are thus extended by our desire to compare the racial distributions

of
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social assets within representative units at differing intervals of time.
Fortunately we need little quantitative documentation of the
racial stratification of Caribbean societies for the centuries of slavery.
During this period, whites exercised an unqualified authority over
coloured and African slaves whose status at law was that of chattel
property. In plantation .colonies, if th~ o\\o~ers were absentee, the
slaves were subject entIrely to the dIrectIOn and control of the
owner's agents. In colonies that lacked plantations, such as Saba,
British Honduras, or the Turks and Caicos Islands, the lot of slaves
was generally lighter, as sbown by the relative absence of ~Iave revo~ts
or attempts at collective ,escape in these areas. In plantatton colomes
slave revolts and their suppression alike indicate the political basis of
the social order. To police these plantation coloni'es, imperial states
dispatched adequate military and naval forces, while local legislatures
required all able-bodied white males to enrol in colonial militias and
turn out as summoned to suppress slave revolts. These colonial
legislatures provided representation for wealt~y colonists from the
imperial countries, while excludin~ other natIOnals, Je;-vs, and the
free coloured or free black populatlOn. Slaves were forbIdden access
to arms; slave evidence was inadmissible against white persons in
colonial courts. Slave societies that lacked plantations lacked these or
equivalent arrangements, but proba?ly e.njoyed gr~~ter internal
securitv. For example, when the SpanIards Invaded BrIttsh Honduras
in 1798, the local Britons armed their slaves who 'fought with
considerable spirit' against the invaders. 6 5
. . ,
The freedom of proprietors or their agents to make InnovatIOns In
the administration of their own slaves varied with the proprietors'
influence, in plantation areas. In Carriacou, Sir George Maclean
converted the labour system from daily tasks to weekly job work
without protest in 1830. 66 In Jamaica in 1816-17, Monk Lewis, a
British MP, was arraigned on charges of sedition and subversion by
neighbouring planters for innovations that ameliorated the lot of hIS
slaves while increasing their productivity.6 7
•
•
While plantations yielded high rates of profIt on new land~, t~elr
profitability declined as the soil was exhaust:d, under cultJVa~lOn
techniques then in use. By 1820 most of JamaIca s slave plantatIOns
were uneconomie. None the less, local planters resisted all proposals to
modify the slave regime. 68 Like the planters, economists find it
difficult to calculate the profitability of production under conditions
of plantation slavery.6 9 Thus in such conditions, the planters'
insistence on the subordination of other strata could hardly be based
on clear economic considerations. In Saint Dominique, pursuing
65. Waddell (1963), pp. 15 ff.
66. M.G. Smith (1962), pp. 22-4.
67. M.G. Lewis (1843), p. 113; see also M.G. Smith (1965c), pp. 96, 1l0·14.
68. M.G. Smith (1965c), pp. 111·15.
69. D. Ha11 (1962);
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non-economic objectives, the white oligarchy had hastened its own
elimination by driving the free coloured strata into a desperate
revolutionary alliance with the slaves and the metropole. In Martinique
and Guadeloupe, slavery was finally abolished by France in 1848 on
the grounds that it cost her more to maintain the regime than to replace
it. 70 In territories such as Saba or British Honduras, which lacked
plantations and any significant external trade, it is doubtful whether
slavery ever yielded any financial profits. Thus economic interpretations of Caribbean slavery vary in their validity for different areas and
different periods.
In no Caribbean Creole society were rights of political represent·
ation conferred on slaves by their emancipation. Indeed except for
the limited instruction by missionaries which planters warmly
opposed, the ex-slaves had very little formal education; on liberation,
they formed a landless, illiterate labour force \'llith consequences
mentioned above. 'Wbites restricted their rights to participate at
elections to the colonial legislatures as voters or candidates by
property requirements that effectively disenfranchised all but a few
of the black and coloured population. Colonial legislatures, dominated by planters who resented emancipation, predictably adopted
policies to control the ex-slaves by imposing onerous tenancy laws
that compelled them to labour under stringent conditions for low
wages as the alternative to eviction. In Barbados, the Located
Labourers Act of 1840 re-established planters' control most effectively. Planters also used their political power to import indentured
workers from abroad with colonial revenues obtained by increasing
excise and custom duties which transferred these costs to the Negro
and coloured population. By admitting coloured men of property
into the ranks, the colonial militia was expanded in anticipation of
Negro revolts. Exiguous educational provisions were made for Negro
and coloured people to meet the formal demands of imperial
governments. While direct taxes on landed property remained
negligible, and in many areas personal incomes went untaxed until
1938, revenues from excise and customs duties accounted for 80
percent of all indirect revenues in British territories, where indirect
revenues often formed a similar ratio of gover.n.ment incomes. 7 1
The general policy of these post-emancipation colonial regimes can
be formulated simply: the propertied classes\vhich monopolized the
franchise employed their legislative power to levy revenues on the
unenfranchised for the pursuit of policies designed to further their
own collective interests and ends. Under onerous laws that regulated
the relations of landlords and tenants, plantation management
retained extensive control over resident ex·slaves. When disputes
arose concerning wage payments, task measurements, task performance, tenancy conditions, evictions and the like, Negro complainants
70. Leiris (1955), p. 26.
71. West India Royal Commission (l945), p. 71 and Appendix D.
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had to bring their suits before magisterial benches manned by white
plantation personnel. This 'sectional definition and adminis~ration of
justice which had been developed and employed by theIr former
masters as a prime instrument of social control during the years after
the abolition of slavery' finally generated a violent protest by the
ex-slaves at Morant Bay, Jamaica, in 1865. 72 John Eyre, then
Governor of Jamaica, authorized action in which 1,000 Negro homes
were burnt and 600 individuals killed under martial law. Following
this the colonial legislature, elected by a total of 1,903 voters, acting
in 'the full conviction that nothing but the existence of a strong
government would prevent this island from lapsing into the condition
of a second Haiti',' 3 decreed its o""n abolition, and transferred the
government of the country entirely into the hands of the Crown.
Revolts in Martinique and Dominica at this period encountered
simi lar repression.
To justify their oligarchy, white planters had an armoury of racist
arguments inherited from earlier apologists of slavery such as Edward
Long; and at this period in Europe, Thomas Carlyle, Anthony
Froude, Arthur de Gobineau, James Hunt and many others amplified
this ideology with other arguments of diverse type that served merely
to reinforce the sectional demands of West Indian whites. Understandably, despite periodic criticism by visitors, this colonial regime
persisted with little change until 1937-8 when the politically
inarticulate masses erupted in riots and strikes from Trinidad,
Guyana and Barbados to Jamaica. At that period, registered voters
formed 6.6 percent of the estimated population of Trinidad and 3.3
percent in Barbados. Even in 1944, when Grenada held its last
election under the Property Franchise, only 14.8 percent of the
people had a vote. 74 In 1915 ~ when 51.8 percent of the adult
males in Guyana were Indian, 42.3 percent (Creole) Africans, 2.9
percent Portuguese, 1.7 percent Britons, and 0.9 percent
Chinese - 46 percent of the Britons, 17.7 percent of the Portuguese,
12.3 percent of Chinese, 6.8 percent of the Creoles, and 0.6 perce~t
of the East Indians qualified to vote. Even so, of the 4,312 voters III
Guyana that year, 17 percent were Britons, 11.4 percent Portuguese,
62.7 percent Creole 'Africans', 2.4 percent Chinese, and 6.4 percent
East Indians, Amerindians being without representation.' S In ~ 93?,
when the Dutch finallv initiated a common legislature for theIr SIX
Antillean colonies, 'only 140 persons qualified as voters in all of the
three Windward Islands ... Only one member of the Staten was
allocated from the three Windwards.'76
Throughout the region this pattern prevailed until the Second
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72. M.G. Smith (1965<), pp. 152-3.
73. Handbook of Jamaica, 1954, p. 29; M.G. Smith (1965c), pp. 152·3.
74. West India Royal Commission (1945), p. 379.
75. Despres (1967), pp. 39-40; Ayearst (1960), pp. 112-13.
76. Gorham Crane (1967), p. 39.
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World War when universal adult suffrage was introduced in British
territories on the recommendation of the Royal Commission that
followed the riots of 1937-8. In 1944 Jamaica witnessed the first
election by popular suffrage to be held in the British Caribbean. In
1946 the French Republic decreed a new status for the French West
Indian colonies of Guadeloupe, Martinique and French Guiana that
reconstituted them as overseas departments of France, and simultaneously introduced universal suffrage. In 1948, the first elections
by universal suff.rage were held in Surinam and the Netherlands
Antilles under a new constitution. Thus post-emancipation colonialism concluded, as it began, by political changes that significantly altered the antecedent distribution of power among racial
stocks. But while emancipation had merely freed the Negro and
coloured slaves from direct subordination to individual whites who
finally replaced them with indentured Indians, given their overwhelming numerical predominance, universal suffrage made it formally possible for Creoles and Indians to strive for political control as a
strategic condition of racial rest ratification in all territories except
those under France.
To assess the significance of these recent political changes on the
racial stratification of Caribbean society is not easy, given the
numerous gaps in available data and the varied courses of 'decolonization' adopted by different metropolitan powers. Thus France
technically decolonized Guadeloupe, Martinique and French Guiana
by redefining them as overseas departments. However, despite the
regionally exceptional allowances for social assistance that such
integration has brought, until the race riots at Fort de France,
Martinique, in December, 1959, the substance of colonialism
persisted with its characteristic racial stratification at least as vividly
in these areas as in the British or Dutch territories. 7 7 Perhaps our
best guides to the significance of recent political changes are
comparisons of the distributions of social assets under and since
colonialism. In reviewing these distributions it is necessary to
segregate the data on inclusively stratified bi-racial societies from
those that pertain to multi-racial units with a segmental organization.
It is also convenient to compare territorial data on the distributions
of land, education, literacy, occupation, and incomes, for periods
immediately preceding and succeeding decolonization before
examining parallel data on politics, as far as our information allows. I
ShlllI, therefore, summarize the distributions of these indices within
selected bi-racial societies, before presenting similar data on multiracial units, following which we shall review briefly some data that
indicate contemporary distributions of political attitudes and power.

77. Latortue (1966), in Mathews et al. (1966), pp. 148-83.
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7.
In 1935-6, 73 percent of the arable land in Martinique was'held in
units of more than 100 hectares (247 acres or more), 40 percent of
the registered proprietors holding units of 40 hectares (100 acres or
more). In 1960, of 222 plantations totalling 42,275 hectares, all of
which exceeded 50 hectares in size, 151 with a total area of 28,066
hectares were owned and administered by Creole whites who formed
0.70 percent of the Martinique population and controlled 66.41
percent of its capital. In Guadeloupe, according to the agricultural
census of 1957, 51 farms of 100 hectares or more occupied 31.6
percent of the total area and represented 0.2 percent of all holdings.
At that date, 13,813 holdings of less than one hectare occupied 14.8
Table 2
Landholdings of more than 100 acres in British Caribbean territories
(excluding Jamaica), by race of owner, 1946 81
Black
(a)

Windward Islands:
Dominica
Grenada
St. Lucia
St. Vincent

All with over 100 acres:
Total landholders:
Barbados
Total landholders
British Honduras
Total landholders

(b)

Leeward Islands:
Barbuda
Antigua
St. Kitts
Nevis
Anguilla
Montserrat
Virgins

All with over 100 Acres:
All landholders
Trinidad and Tobago
All landholders

White

Coloured

8
20
II
12

87
51
37
24

87
51
10,682 477

199
7,023

8 186
3,525 612

25
738

6

219
4,881

1
1,941

15
3,452

1.5
36
28
8

1
840

8
53

5
618

34
19
14
1
12
14

22
15
5
2
8
3

22
9
7
2
4
4

94
7,441

55
133

49
673

119 94
11,951 423

112
2,585

, = East Indians

Other

65-

11800-

2'

2
14
11315.548-

Total

110
113
81
44

percent of the total area and represented 58 percent of all holdings.
There also, the larger holdings are owned and operated by whites, the
lesser by blacks, coloured and Indians. On both islands, agriculture
engages one-half of the labour force and furnishes one-third of the
Gross Domestic Product. 78
On St. Vincent in 1946,45 holdings of more than 100 acres each
occupied 28,434 acres or 57 percent of all privately owned land. 79
Even in 1965 'practically all of the 24 large estates are exclusively
held by the whites
All contribute through white ov.'Ilership to
white supremacy
In 1960, there were about 1500 agricultural
workers on the island and about one-half of these were employed on
the 24 estates.'8 0
We can compare the distributions of large land holdings among
members of different racial categories within British Caribbean
societies in 1946 by summarizing data from the census taken that
year (Table 2).8 I
Except for Jamaica, comparable data on the racial allocations of
land in these societies during 1960 are lacking. However, the
Jamaican data are relatively complete and illuminating. In 1943,
when 1,793,688 acres were under farms in Jamaica, 1,318 holdings
of morc than 100 acrcs accounted for 70 percent of this area. These
large holdings were distributed by acreage and owner's race as
follows (Table 3):
Table 3
Landholdings in Jamaica, 1943, classified
by size and landholders' racial status. 2

348
18,992

78
43
28
5
24
21
200
8.261
438
30,571
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Holdings by Size

Whites

Blacks

100·199 acres
2Q0499 acres
500-999 acres
1000 acres +
Total large holdings
Total landholders
Large holdings as
percent of total

73
89
81
168
411
969

193
222
99
170
38
88
36
125
366
605
51.163 12,398

42.2

0.07

Coloured

4.9

Total
Holdings

Total
Acreage

4
36
1.062

497
381
207
333
1.318
66,173

67,149
120.074
146,294
921,203
1,254,720
1.793,668

3,4

2.0

70.0

Others

9
23

At that date, of 1,237,000 residents in Jamaica, 1 percent were
white, 1 percent Chinese, 2 percent East Indian, 17.5 percent
coloured, and 78 percent Negro.
In 1943, when the total farms and buildings in Jamaica were
78. J. Benoist (1968); Y.M. and S. Andie (1966), in Mathews et al. (1966), p. 109.
79. West Indian Census, 1946, part B, p, 44.
80. Wilwright (1966). pp. 45.
81. West Indian Census, 1946, part B, pp. 17.35.56; ibid., part E, p. 35.
82. Eighth Census of Jamaica, 1943, Table 200, p. 306, and Table 211, pp. 325·7.
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valued at £17,930,000, the farms and buildings on units of 100 acres
or more were valued at £9,218,000, or 51.5 percent of the total,
although these were the most heavily capitalized units and 70
percent of the area. Such differential valuations of large holdings for
taxation prevailed throughout the British Caribbean at that date. 8 3
By 1954, Jamaican farmland had reduced to 1,788,660 acres, of
which only 920,199, or 51.5 percent, remained in 1,213 units that
exceeded 100 acres; but by 1960 this sharp fall in the area under
large holdings had been partly redressed. Although the island then
contained 1,706,560 acres in farms, a reduction of over 80,000 acres
in six years, 1,130 units of 100 acres or more, representing 0.7
percent of all farm holdings, accounted for 955,165 acres or 56
percent of the total area in farms. 8 4
In 1946 Barbados contained 88,580 acres in farmlands, distributed
in 4,881 plots. Of this area, only 59,000 acres were cultivated,
41,000 acres with sugarcane in 4,078 plots. 85 By 1960, when the
arable area had reduced to 83,000 acres, 85 percent was held by 260
estates of more than 100 acres each, almost all of them owned by
whites, many of whom lived abroad. Of the 46,000 acres under canes
in 1960,36,000 were cultivated by these estates, the remainder being
parcelled out among more than 30,000 peasants who held lots that
averaged one-third of an acre each. 86 The racial composition and
history of Barbados together ensure that the overwhelming majority
of these cane-farming peasants were Negroes descended from slaves
through generations of 'located labourers'.
Of 65,000 acres owned by private individuals on Grenada in 1946,
40,000 (61 percent) lay in 113 units of more than 100 acres held by
1.7 percent of 6,528 landholders. According to an agricultural survey
of 1952-3, 10,000 plots of less than 25 acres each accounted for
18,600 acres together, while the remaining 100 estates of 100 acres
or more totalled 34,400 acres.
In attempting to study the stratification of Grenadian elite in
1952-3, I investigated the relationship between social status and
various conditions such as phenotypical colour, genotype, income,
acreage owned, occupation, birth-status, and the like, and for this
purpose employed a sample population of 403 prominent residents
listed in the directory that was published in the Grenada Handbook
of 1946. A panel of 19 residents ranked the personnel listed in this
directory according to their relative status within the local society.
By collation these ran kings generated a single status scale with
uniform intervals which ranged from 0.18 for the highest possible
status to 1.00 for the lowest. As part of this inquiry four Grenadians
also classified the directory personnel by phenotype as white, fair
83. West India Royal Commission (1945), pp. 81-3.
84. Agricultural Census of Jamaica, 1961-2, Bulletin no. 3. p. 26.
85. West Indian Census, 1946, part B, pp. 2-4.
86. Mack (1967), p. 149.
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medium or mulatto, dark, and black. These qualitative ratings were
converted into a decimal scale by assigning values of 0.2 to whites
and 1.00 to blacks, with the fair, medium, and dark spaced equally
between: Phenotypical ratings of these sample individuals were then
collated on this scale for correlation with their status scores.
An exhaustive scrutiny of the land rolls in all Grenadian parishes
that year identified 76 landowners within this classified sample, for
all of whom phenotypical values were available. Table 4 indicates the
distribution of acreages among these 76 individuals, ranked by
phenotypical scores that range from 0.2 for whites to 1.00 for
blacks. The mean social status and acreages held by each phenotypical category are also tabulated to illustrate the distribution of
status and land within this elite.
Table 4
Distribution of land among 76 Grenadian elite,
classified by phenotype, 1953 87

Phenotype

No. of
Owners

Mean
Status
Scores

1.00
0.9
0.8
0.7
0.6
0.5
0.4
0.3
0.2

3
1
6
8
21
9
8
5
11

0.67
0.87
0.59
0.49
0.44
0.41
0.33
0.30
0.21

1,822
81
1,241
1,779
4,770
3,159
1,189
1,484
3,834

607.3
81
206.8
222.4
227
351
148.6
297
348

Indians

72
4

0.417
0.57

19,359
2,425

278
606

Total

76

0.425

21,784

284

Total
Acreage

Mean
Acreage

Of 72,000 Grenadian residents in 1946, 0.9 percent were white,
the majority being peasants settled at Mt. Moritz and at Windward,
Carriacou; 4.8 percent were Indian; 20.4 percent were coloured; and
73.6 percent were black. Of the 76 resident landowners in our
sample, 14.4 percent were white, 5.2 percent were black, and the
remainder, 76.4 percent, were coloured folk of varying hue. The
steady decline in the social status of individuals as pigment deepens is
nicely illustrated in this _table.
These data on the distribution of land among the racial categories
in Martin'ique, Guadeloupe, St. Vincent, Barbados, Jamaica and
Grenada illustrate patterns that still prevail in bi-racial Caribbean
societies. Parallel data on land distribution in multi-racial units will
87. M.G. Smith (1965a), pp. 142-7.
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be cited below when describing the racial organization of those
segmented societies.

8.
Since the distribution of minimal educational experience and
opportunities is best revealed by the differential literacy rates of the
various racial stocks, these rates are appropriate to introduce our
review of the educational, occupational and economic dimensions of
racial stratification in Caribbean societies under and after
colonialism.
Of young men called up annually between 1946 and 1951 for
military training, 21 percent were illiterate in Martinique and 42
percent in Guadeloupe, 37.5 percent in French St. Maarten, and 50
percent in Marie-Galante. Given the historic composition of these
populations, Negroes and coloured folk predominate heavily among
illiterates; but if their elders had been included the illiteracy rates
would surely be higher.
Of school age children on Martinique in 1951-2, between 16 and
20 percent did not attend school; of those in Guadeloupe, at least 23
percent. In primary schools maintained by government, classes
ranged in size from 80 pupils per teacher in the infant ranks to 20 in
the more advanced. In Martinique, government public schools
averaged 41 pupils per class as against 52 in Guadeloupe. In both
islands, the Church operated fee-paying secondary schools with
smaller classes for the children of Creole whites and wealthier
coloured bourgeois. In both islands, the secondary school enrolment
was then about 5 percent of the enrolment in primary schools. 8 8
Excluding Jamaica, Table 5 describes the distribution of illiteracy
among racial stocks in British Caribbean societies in 1946:
Table 5
Illiterdcyratios in British Caribbean popnlations
over ten years old, classified by race, 1946 (Jamaica excluded) 8 9
Other
Arner- East
Territories
White
Black
Mixed Carib
Indian Indian
Barbados
1.2
8.4
4.5
3:4
British Guiana
2.9
2.7
49.6
44.0
2.2
British Honduras
8.2
5.7
14.5
22.2
42.5
26.3
Leeward Islands
6.2
15.5
8.9
16.7
Windward Islands
7.1
29.3
28.0
42.9
46.2
Trinidad
3.1
9.5
8.5
50.6
Weighted total

3.3

12.1

14.0

88. Leiris (1955), pp, 73 ff.
89, West Indian Census, 1946, part H;p. 101.

24.1

46.1

47.4
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While territorial illiteracy rates varied from 7.3 percent in
Barbados to 29.1 percent in the Windward Islands (Grenada,
Dominica, St. Vincent, and St. Lucia), the rates among East Indians,
Caribs, and Amerindians are exceptionally high. By comparison, the
rates among whites are exceptionally low, and those of blacks and
coloureds fall between. However, Guyanese and Honduran rates for
black, white, and coloured deviate from this British Caribbean norm
by which literacy increases with pigmentation, perhaps as effects of
the segmental contrapositions of Creole and non-Creole populations in
these two colonies.
The Jamaican census of I943 provides by far the most exhaustive
documentation of the racial distributions of social assets and
advantages available to us. At that date, illiteracy rates among the
population over seven years old, classified by race, were as follows:
whites, 3.2 percent, coloured 13.8 percent, blacks 28.I percent, East
Indian 48.6 percent, and 'other Asiatic' (mainly Chinese) 13.9
percent. Of the total population then in the island, 25.6 percent were
illiterate. 9o The 1943 census also reports the distribution of
educational experience among Jamaican residents over seven years of
age by racial categories as follows (Table 6):
Table 6
Educational experience ofJamaican residents,
over 7 years old, classified by race, 1943 9 1

Total
illiterate
Elementary
school only
Secondary or
technical
Pre-professional
or
Percent literate

Other
Asiatic

6.8

14.5
11.6

All
7.3
21.4
16.1
14.6
29.1
22.6

Coloured

Black

794,574179,532
13.8

White

East
Chinese Indian

Syrian

Total

12,477 9,234
3.8
13.9

21,387 857
48.6 5.6

1,018,955
25.6

70.5

75.1

35.0

73.6

49.1 46.1

70.4

1.1

9.8

48.1

12.0

2.1 46.4

3.4

0.3

1.3

13.1

0.4

1.9

0.6

71.9

86.2

96.2

86.1

57.4 94.4

74.4

0.2

These data speak so clearly for themselves that no comment is
necessary.
In December 1942, of the 12 to 18 year age group, the ratios
enrolled in secondary schools tbroughoUl the British Caribbean
varied as follows: less than 0.2 percent Dominica, British Guiana,
and St. Lucia; 0.2 to 0.3 percent ~- Jamaica, Montserrat, and 51.
Kitts; 0.3 to 0.4 percent Antigua, St. Vincent, and Grenada; 0.4 to
90. Eighth Census of Jamaica, 1943, p. hiii.
91. ibid., Table 108, p. 54.
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0.5 percent - Trinidad-Tobago; 0.6 to 0.7 percent British Honduras; over 0.7 percent -- Barbados. 9 2
At that date, fees for secondary education averaged £12 per
annum per pupil throughout the area. In addition, governments gave
an estimated £25 per pupil per annum to secondary schools, the
overwhelming majority of whose pupils were drawn from the
propertied white and coloured classes. Of children under 12 years old
in British Caribbean territories in 1942, 90 percent were thought to
attend primary schools. For these, almost alI of whom were drawn
from the then voteless black and Indian population, government
expenditure averaged £4.50 per annum per child. Of children between
12 and 15 years old, it was estimated that only one half attended
schools of any kind; and for those in government schools, the state
contributed an average of £6 per annum per child. 9 3 At this date there
were very few scholarships to secondary schools for children whose
parents could not afford the normal fees. Thus government expenditures on education systematically favoured those children whose
parents could pay the fees that currently averaged £12 per year per
child. The parents of these privileged children had voting rights, and
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used their political influence to secure high government grants for pupils at the
secondary schools while keeping expenditure on elementary education very low.
Thus the differential allocation of political rights which was based on
educational and economic differences was used by its beneficiaries to maximize
the sectional differences in education which underlay these economic and
political inequalities. The educational system and the sectional order were
inteyated, and the one tended to perpetuate the other. 94
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In Haiti the situation was similar though more extreme. There the
coloured elite are

N

aristocrats, partly (largely one might even say) because they are educated ...
Any programme which proposed universal education would cut the ground from
under the present social structure by giving the masses equal opportunities to the
elite ... An ordinary degree of self-interest is quite sufficient to explain the
lack of enthusiasm of the ruling class when the subject of general education is
broached. 95

00

o

-'"

".

0000
'"
. .
"''''
'N ' "

-'"o

The dramatic collapse of rural education In Haiti during the
American occupation of 1915-31 illustrates elite policies on this
subject nicely.
In British territories at this period almost alI upper.class Creoles or
whites sent their children to school overseas, preferably to Britain as
their parents had done before them. In 1953, no member of the
white upper stratum In Grenada' had been schooled locally; one·
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92. Hammond (1945), p. 18.
93. ibid., p. 25.
94. M.G. Smith (1965c), p. 167.
95. Leyburn (1941),p. 278.
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fourth of all persons in the three highest strata of the local society
had been educated in Britain; and half as many again in Barbados. 9 7
Comparative data for 1957 are tabulated above to illustrate the
measure of change and continuity in British territories since 1943-6,
and the extraordinary variation in educational provisions characteristic of the region (Table 7).
As decolonization proceeded, some British Caribbean governments
initiated plans for educational expansion in 1956-7, and by 1960,
though uneven and often ambiguous, there were evident signs of
change. In 1960 the proportion of all school children who were
enrolled in secondary schools ranged from 5.5 percent in the
Windwards (GrelJada, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and Dominica) to 21.4
percent in Barbados. 98 However, at that date less than 1 percent of
the people over 25 years of age in any British Caribbean territory had
attended universities.
In 1957 the Jamaican government initiated a programme of
scholarships to secondary schools and undertook to meet half or all
the educational and subsistence costs of children whose performances in an annual Common Entrance examination exceeded certain
minima. Despite advice the government refused to restrict its awards to
the children of poorer parents, ostensibly to avoid discrimination in
reverse. The examinations were thus open to all children aged between
9-10 and between 12-14; in consequence those children who failed to
secure scholarships or bursaries in their first attempt had a second
chance to do so, while youngsters who received bursaries on their first
attempt could seek scholarships by retaking the examination.
Between 1957 and 1961 the numbers that took these examinations
increased from 15,000 to 18,000 per annum while the proportion who
qualified for scholarships and bursaries declined from 15 percent in
1957 to 10 percent in 1961. Entrants were drawn from high
(secondary) schools, from fee-paying private schools, and from
government primary schools, in differing proportions and with
differing results. These three types of school differed widely in the
amount of government support they received, and thus in the quality
of their educational arrangements and instruction. They differed also,
not surprisingly, in the socio-economic classes for which they catered.
The distribution of entrants and awards among pupils dra~'l1 from
schools of differing type in the Common Entrance examination of
1959 is tabulated below to show how this scholarship programme
actually worked (Table 8).
Official data indicate that high school entrants are predominantly
children of professional, managerial, and clerically occupied parents.
Private fee-paying and urban government primary schools cater
primarily to the childr:en of skilled and semi-skilled workers
respectively. Two-fifths of the children from rural primary schools
97. M.G. Smith (1965a), pp. 219-27.
98. Roberts and Abdullah (1965), p. 145.
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Table 8
Entrants and awards in the Common Entrance examination,
Jamaica, 1959, classified by types of school 9 9
Unit-percentage
Types of School
Entries
Awards
Government pr;:im'--ary~s~c'ho~o'lC"s~-=8;;'1;':.71=-=-~~~~~~~-=;;54:;.:;'7=--~-Private fee-paying schools
9.5
16.7
Secondary (high) schools
9.4
28.6
Total

100.0

100.0
-----_---:.....---:....._---_---:.....---:....._--

have skilled or semi-skilled parents, while an equal number are
children of cultivators. Slightly over one-half of these scholarships
and bursaries went to children whose parents paid income tax and
ranked in or above the Jamaican middle-income range.
As we descend this parental scale of occupational status, the ratio
of girls among scholarship winners increases steadily, being highest
amongst entrants from primary schools. Thus under the scholarship
scheme 'social mobility through the primary school system is largely
a female affair'.! 00 However, since males predominate heavily in
Jamaican extra-domestic employment, and especially in its higher
occupational levels, in commerce, management, the professions and
government service, such sex-selective scholarship recruitment from
the predominantly black 'lower class' will have little effect on the
current distributions of executive occupational roles among
Jamaicans of different racial stock in the immediate future.
In Trinidad the government's plan to build modern secondary
schools and to fill them with successful eandidates in the Open
Annual examinations may actually increase prevailing educational
inequalities of Creoles and Indians, given the historic educational
disabilities of this Indian population.! O! It is by no means a simple
matter to transform historically stable structures of economic and
educational inequality that have served to differentiate racial stocks
into substantively egalitarian distributions of opportunities. Colonialism systematically employed the unequal distribution of these facilities
to sustain and ex tend the stratification in ",>hich whites enjoyed
maximal advantages, propertied Creoles of hybrid stocks moderate
benefits, and blacks, or East Indians and Amerindians where present,
the minimum. Inevitably such regimes presupposed grossly unequal
distributions of political power and rights among the differentiated
racial categories. Inevitably they also generated correspondingly
unequal distributions of occupational opportunities and incomes. The
colonial distribution of occupations among racial and ethnic stocks is
nicely illustrated by data from the Jamaican census of 1943 (Table 9).
99. Manley (1963), p. 58.
100. ibid., p. 71.
101. Government of Trinidad and Tobago, Draft Second Five Year Pian, 1964"[!, p. 125.
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Table 9
Male wage·earners and unpaid workers by occupation and race,
Jamaica, January 1943' 02
Occupation
Managers, farm
Managers, factory

Black

Coloured

White

Jews

Chinese

East
Indian

""

I-'

Syrian

42
36
18
31

44
45
9
25

I
6

Managers t construction
Managers, transport

20
II
14
26

Total managers

71

127

123

8

9

1

1

Trade, wholesale
Trade, retail

6
41

27
90

49
33

9
3

21
46

6

5
16

Total, commercial executive
Finance, managers

47

117

Other

-

108
107
41
84

-

340

I

-

9
.-

I

82

I

12

67

-

6

-

21

All

117
235

-

-

~

~

352

~

50

c'

2

7

41

626
34
374

324
217
496

49
103
283

1
7

6
7

II

1,034

1,037

435

19

Civil Service officers
Military officers

34
2

118
2

54
48

4
2

I

Total Public Services

36

120

102

6

I

38,426
162,332

4,151
31,225

48
2,310

2
185

27
1,5l2

794
5,404

2
127

8
41

43,458
203,358

1,190
32.2

1,408
38.2

883
24.0

45
1.2

99
2.7

37
1.0

25
0.6

4
0.1

3,691
100.0

0.73

4.52

38.2

24.3

6.52

0.68

19.7

9.3

1.82

0

....j;J
~

Teachers
Accountants
Other professionals
All professionals

Unskilled manual workers
Total workers
Total executives
% of all executives
F:xecutives as % of all workers
in racial category

_.-

102. Eighth een- of Jamaica, 1943, Table 92, pp. 179 ff.

10

5
2
2

..
0.2
0.1

2
I
11

1,013
373
1,198

23

29

3

4

2,584
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54
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Table 10
Percent distribution of wages earned in Jamaica
week ending 12 December 1942, by race of worker and amount' 03

Wages in
0·10/·
10·20/·
2040/·
40·60/60·80/·
80-100/100-150/150-200/200-300/·
300-400/400/· +
Total
Total workers

Black
58.5
26.35
10.65
2.94
0.94
0.33
0.23
0.04
0.02

100.0
151,101

Coloured
32.1
21.7
19.8
11.2
6.3
3.2
3.8
1.1
0.7
0.1

100.0
33,630

White
1.8
16.2
9.4
I 1.1
10.2
8.9
15.1
9.2
10.0
3.8
3.3
100.0
2,990

Jews

Chinese

East
Indian

1.7
11.1
15.1
14.1
15.1
9.4
13.8
9.4
6.9
1.7
1.7

6.1
13.3
41.0
24.0
7.3
3.4
3.8
0.4
0.4
0.3

49.7
35.1
10.9
2.3
J.l
0.4
0.3
0.1
0.05
0.03
0.02

100.0
233

100.0
1,526

100.0
4,770

~

."

"'"
."
~

Syrian

Other

All

2.5
9.2
18.5
27.6
13.5
11.0
11.6
3.7
1.8
0_6

24.0
13.3
24.0
22.0
6.9
2.0
2.0

52.4
25.6
12.3
4.7
2.1
1.0

100.0
163

2.0
2.0

Ll

0.4
0.3
0.1

R.

en
...,.
j;J
....

-.

So;

"."....

Q'
;;

;l'

....;,;-

'"

~

;:I.

ee100.0
100.0
45 194,458

'"

."

;;

""
""

I-'

103_ ibid., Table 125, pp. 220-1.
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The ",Vest Indian census of 1946, though less detailed and
informative, indicates that similar occupational distributions pre·
vailed throughout all stratified bi·racial societies of moderate size in
the British Caribbean at that time. Moreover, since distributions of
employment opportunities and incomes correspond closely with the
allocations of occupations, the highest ratios of unemployed and
underpaid worker~ fell among East Indians and blacks, the lowest
ratios among the whites and coloured folk. The distribution of wages
among Jamaican workers classified by race and ethnicity at the end
of 1942 illustrates this pattern in detail (Table 10).
To indicate recent changes, the wage distribution of employed
males in Jamaica during April 1960 may be compared with that of
December 1942 Crable 11).
TABLE 11
Male wage-earners in Jamacia, 1960, classified by
weekly income in shillings 1 04
Number of
Workers
·20!·
20·40!·
40·80!·
80·200!·
200·400!·
400·800!·
800!· +
Income not stated
Total

50,384
53,162
50,898
40,480
11,508
4,006
1,045
7,668

Percent
23.0
24.2
23.2
18.5
5.3
1.8
0.5
3.5

71

Although the Jamaican census of 1960 does not indicate the
distribution of wage incomes among workers of differing racial
categories, clearly the bulk of the most poorly paid workers and
unemployed were black, while the majority of those receiving high
incomes were white. In 1960, Jamaican officials estimated that some
15 percent of the labour force were unemployed. 1 0 S
To compare these Jamaican wage distributions of 1942 and 1960,
we must take note of the currency devaluation in 1951 and the
subsequent steady decline in the purchasing power of money. In cash
terms the average per capita annual income of Jamaica had risen
from less than £50 in 1943 to over £110 in 1960; but this rise is
largely offset by the fall in the value of the pound from $5 (US) to
$2.80 (US) during this period. Money values accordingly overstate
the growth rate of the Jamaican economy during this period; and
perhaps we may compare the wage distribution of 1942 and 1960
104. Francis (no date), ch. 9, p. 19, Table 9.6.
105. ibid., pp. 7-19; Government of Jamaica, Five·Year Independence Plan, 1963-8,
pp.32·5.
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more realistically by doubling earlier money values to adjust the real
values exchanged as expressed in purchasing power. While 80 percent
of the Jamaican wage·earners of both sexes received less than 40
shillings a week in 1943, in 1960 70 percent of employed males
received less than 80 shillings ($11.20 US) per week, and another 18.5
percent between 80 shillings and 200 shillings weekly. By comparison
with the data of 1942 which include all workers of both sexes, those of
1960 are also relatively inflated by the exclusion of female workers
whose wage rates are on average lower than those of men. However, this
comparison indicates that changes in the distribution of real incomes
among the Jamaican workers of differing racial stock during this period
were limited indeed.
In April, 1960, the character and stability of income distributions
in Jamaica became the focus of a widespread controversy, following
the calculation of E. P. G. Seaga, who later became Minister of Finance
and Development that together with their household dependents, all
who receive incomes above £300 per annum, or 120 shillings per
week ($16.80), and paid income tax, represented only 7
percent of the population and 15 percent of the electorate. In the
ensuing debate alternative calculations wcre presented to show that
wage incomes had increased significantly in Jamaica since 1954, but
this issue remained to influence the referendum and elections of
1961 and 1962 which overthrew the government that had taken
office in 1954. 106 Since 1960, data from a random sample of
households, budgeted for incomes and expenditures in 1958, have
shown that 20 percent of Jamaica's households then received less
that £50 per annum (20 shillings per week) while another 20 percent
received between £50 and £99 per annum, and an equal ratio
received incomes exceeding £300 per annum or 120 shillings a week,
many of whom apparently escaped income tax. Of the island's
households in 1958, 10 percent received 43.5 percent of the total
income, while the lowest 70 percent received 27.3 percent. By
comparison with other countries for which data on income distribu·
tions were then available, this Jamaican pattern appeared exception.
ally unequal. 'Income accruing to the lowest 60 percent of recipient
units [in Jamaica] is among the lowest recorded 19 per cent ...
The percentage of incomes received by the 15 percent of units next
to the top is higher than in all the countries listed.'1 0 7
In 1954, a survey of income distribution in Trinidad revealed that
while 73.6 percent of the population, who received incomes of less
than £250 per annum (100 shillings per week) shared 38.4 percent
of the total income, the wealthiest 8.2 percent received 36.7 percent
of all incomes between them. In 1956 a second survey reported that
71 percent of Trinidad wage workers received less than £250 per
106. G.A. Brown (1961), in Cumper (1961), pp. 12·22; The West Indian Economist
(1961), pp. 4-7.
107. Ahiram (1964), p. 343.
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annum, thereby indicating limited change. I 08 When the Jamaican·
and Trinidadian data for 1958 were compared, the poorest 60
percent of the Trinidad population received 27.1 percent of the
aggregate income while the top 10 percent received one-third. I 09
Evidently there was little change in Trinidad income distribution
between 1954 and 1958. By contrast, in Puerto Rico only 21 percent
of the workers received less than 72 shillings ($10.90) a week or
£186 per annum in 1967. Another 27 percent then received between
72 shillings and 144 shillings per week; while over half the labour
force received above 144 shillings ($20) weekly or £400 per annum.
While it appears that in Puerto Rico, 'distribution of taxable income
has become more equal during the period' (1955-67)/ 10 data
from Jamaica and Trinidad indicate little change. This implies that
despite increases in absolute value, the patterns of income distribution described for Jamaica in the 1943 census persist substantially to
the present as part of the persisting social order and racial
stratification inherited from the colonial period. Other indices of
such structural persistence which are reported above include distributions of land and educational opportunities even under the scholarship scheme of 1957.
On Martinique in 1938, whites controlled 85 percent of the export
trade. There, while over 1000 families, all of whom were white
enjoyed annual incomes in excess of 200,000 francs, between 150,000
and 170,000 agricultural and industrial workers received less than
10,000 francs a year. 'Selon une estimation remontant a 1949 aux neuf
dixiemes de la population des Antilles fran<;:aises reviendrait la
poss~ss.ion d'un quart seulement des etendues globales, et, a la
Martinique moins de 5 pour cent des exploitations occuperaient les
deux ti~rs des terre~.'111 In 1955, after a period of inflation, an
econ?~lc survey estimated that 56 percent of the population on
Martinique and 59 percent in Guadeloupe had disposable incomes of
l~ss than AF 350,000 ($ 700 US) per annum, though the total
disposable income of each island at that date exceeded AF 25 billion
($50 million US) per annum. In 1952, shop-girls, washer-women and
domestic servants in Martinique received AF 5,000 to 6,000 per
month ($10-12 US).112 Recent quantitative data on the racial
composition of these two societies arc hard to find, and data on the
differential distributions of social assets among the racial stocks even
more so. In 1961, Martinique contained 292,000 persons and
Guadeloupe 283,000. In both islands the bulk of the poor are of
Negroid and Indian stock, while the wealthy consist of Creole bekes,
metropolitan Frenchmen, and the coloured elite.
108. The Economist Intelligence Unit (1959), pp. 43-9.
109. Ahiram (1966), p. 106.
110. F.M. Andie (1963), p. 75.
111. Leiris (1955), p. 33.
112. ibid., p. 45; F.M. and S. Andie (1966), in Mathews et al. (1966), p. 105.
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9.
To illustrate some aspects of the racial stratification in a bi-racial
Caribbean society of moderate complexity and size, I cite data·
gathered in 1952-3 on a sample of 403 prominent members of the
colonial elite in Grenada. The status scores of those 403 individuals
were determined from their individual rankings by nineteen local
judges, as related above. Of the 403, I secured phenotypical
classifications for 364, and genotypical values for 171 men from
genealogical data on their family lines. These phenotypes and
genotypes were reduced to colour scales that ranged from 0.2 for pure
whites to 1.00 for pure blacks on either scale. Of these 376 prominent
Grenadians whose phenotypes were known 57 (15 percent) were black,
94 (25 percent) were dark, 101 (26 percent) were mulatto, 85 (22.2
percent) were light-coloured, and 39 (11.1 percent) were white.
On the status scale, these 39 whites had a mean score of 0.277, while
the 85 light-coloured elite averaged 0.43, the mulattoes 0.52, the dark
brown 0.7, and the blacks 0.752. On this scale, 'peasants' or non-elite
ranked below 0,835.' 13 Differences of personal status correiated
closely with differences of phenotype - r being 0.682 with a
probability 0.001. For those 171 males whose genotypes were known,
correlations of individual status and genotype were even closer - r
being 0.734 with the probability of 0.001. t 14 Structural analysis
identified four social strata within this elite, the three superior strata
consisting of phenotypically' similar families that intermarried more or
less exclusively. I I 5 Except for immigrants of similar phenotype,
culture, economic and social attributes and interests, these kin-bound
social strata were virtually closed to penetration by mobile individuals
from below. I 16 All members of the higher strata, who were locally
described as 'the planter class', although less than half were planters,
had been educated abroad, as their fathers had been before and their
children after them·. l I 7 Those data described a series of highly
impervious elite strata distinguished by mutual endogamy and
differences of race, colour and social status.
Of 376 phenotypically classified sample members, I collected
details of taxable incomes in 1952 from the Grenadian Income Tax
Department for 230, and also for 9 Indians and 1 Chinese whose
status scores were known. In Table 12, these data are presented for
taxpayers classified by phenotypical score, so as to exhibit the
numbers, mean status, and taxable incomes of these different colour
categories.
113. M.G. Smith (19650), pp. 158-63.
114. ibid., pp. 164-8.
115. ibid., pp. 168-204.
116. ibid., pp. 205-17.
117. ibid., pp. 217-27.
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In 1952 the Gross Domestic Product of Grenada was estimated as
$15,000,000 (BWI) or $ 7,300,000 US. That year 2,348 individuals
or rather less than 5 percent of the population were assessed for tax
on incomes totalling $4,948,000 (B\\J1), or one-thi.rd of the GDP; but
while these 2,348 taxpayers had a mean taxable income of $2,100
(BWI), the 240 taxpayers in the classified sample averaged $4,720,
receiving together 7.5 percent of the GOP. None the less, this sample
contained four individuals whose taxable incomes fell below $100
(BWI), and another 40 with taxable incomes below $1,000
distributed at all points of the phenotypical scale. \Vhile differences
of phenotype and status were closely associated, the correlation
between individual status and taxable income was only 0.3 L None
the less, as the table illustrates, there is a strong tendency for
incomes and status to rise as pigment lightens across the phenotypical range of this elite. However, though whites and near-whites enjoy
the highest mean incomes of Creole taxpayers, both receive less on
average than the Indian taxpayers included, whose mean status is
only a cut above that of Negro taxpayers.
Classified by phenotype and by the principal sources of their
taxable incomes, these 240 taxpayers were distributed as in Table 13.
Of these elite taxpayers, one-half derived their income wholly or
primarily from wage employment, and another fifteen from pensions
as retired public servants. Phenotypical distribution of these employees
and pensioners illustrates the expectable dependence of darker elite on
wage work, particularly for the government. The various sources from
which taxpayers of differing phenotype derived their incomes nicely
illustrates traditional distributions of land, professions, and executive
roles in commerce, government, or private enterprises by racial status
in Grenada. Mulattoes predominate in commerce and private
employment. For East Indians, land ownership provides the principal
means of economic and social mobility. For dark or black Grenadians,
so does government service. Given the prevailing distributions ofland,
literacy, occupations, income, and social status among racial stocks in
Grenada at this time, the violent protests of Grenadian Negroes against
the social order in 1951-3 are not surprising.

10.
As indicated above, we cannot validly extrapolate from distributions of social advantage within the Creole populations of bi-racial
societies to distributions current among the non-Creole segments of
multi-racial Caribbean units. However, we shall not find quantitative
data of comparable specificity on the distribution of these assets
within the non-Creole population segments. Such statistical gaps are
themselves illuminating; but however imperfect or casual, such
information as we presently have illustrates the division between
Creole and non-Creole segments of multi-racial societies.
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In Surinam, the concentration ratio of 0.62 for the distribution of
incomes indicates extensive inequalities, despite considerable tax
evasion. In 1956, of those who paid income tax, 2.3 percent received
13 percent of all incomes taxed, while 34.2 percent received 16.3
percent of the tota!'! ! 8 We have no indication of the distribution of
these incomes among peoples of different racial stock.
In 1959, the distribution of Surinam farmland was equally
concentrated. Of all holdings, 20 percent occupied 1. 7 percent of the
total area, while units exceeding 50 acres in size, although only 0.85
percent of all holdings, occupied 50 percent of the area in farms.
'Thirty enterprises alone accounted for 33,654 hectares or 32
percent of the acreage." ! 9 Indians, who then formed 35 percent of
the population, owned 50 percent of the farms and 45 percent of the
land, while Indonesians, totalling 16 percent of the population,
owned 38 percent of the farms but only 10 percent of the land.
'Creoles do not seem to play an important part in agriculture, though
they do possess some of the larger plantations, which, however, are
not being operated. The remaining ethnic groups possess 1 percent of
the farms but 3 i percent of the land.'! 2 0 Presumably resident or
absentee Dutchmen were prominent among these 'remaining ethnic
groups'.
In British Guiana, the Bookers Company, a British corporation,
owned 13 of 21 sugar estates that occupied some 155,000 acres of
irrigated land. A second British syndicate had four estates, while
another of less than 1,000 acres was independently owned.! 2! Sugar
accounts for half of the country's exports, and 45 percent of the
government's revenue; bauxite for one-fifth of its exports and 10
percent of government revenues. Both industries are owned and
directed by overseas whites in Britain or America. Rice, which
between 1957 and 1960 provided 10 percent of the colony's exports,
was cultivated by East Indians on 27,000 holdings that occupied
137,000 acres.! 2 2 Only 1 percent of these rice farms exceeded 32
acres in size. Like rice, sugar cultivation, the major colonial industry,
depended on Indian labour. Indians were 89 percent and 99 percent
of all households and field workers on two sugar estates studied in
1956-7; and 73 percent and 92 percent of all workers on another two
estates studies in 1960-1. 1 2 3
The distribution of voting rights in 1915 among Guyanese of
different racial stocks has been cited above. In 1940, of 34
government departments, 27 (79.4 percent) had British heads, 5
(14.7 percent) had Creole heads, and 2 (5.9 percent) Portuguese.
East Indians, already more than 40 percent of the colonial
118. F.M. and S. Andic (1966), in Mathews et aI. (1966), pp. 48-9.
119. ibid., p. 49 .
120. ibid., p. 49, n. 7; Speckman (1963).
121. R.T. Smith (1962), pp. 60-1; Despres (1967), pp. 138 ff.
122. R.T. Smith (1962), p. 63; O'Loughlin (1958).
123. Jayawardena (1963), pp. 5-7.
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population, occupied no departmental headship. At that date, of 629
pensionable civil servants in Guyana, 66 percent were Creole
(African), 14.1 percent were British, 6.4 percent Portuguese, and 10
percent East Indian. By 1960 the colonial government included 57
departments of which 22 (38.6 percent) had British heads, 26 (45.6
percent) had Creole heads, and 6 (10.5 percent) Indians. Of 808
pensionable staff on strength in 1960, 12 percent were British, 16
percent Indian, and 58 percent Creole 'Africans', the remainder being
Chinese or Portuguese. I 24
In 1931, of 6,202 'professionals' in Guyana, 746 (12 percent) were
East Indian. At that date, of 1,397 teachers in Guyana, 7.2 percent
were East Indian. In 1946 when Indians were 43.5 percent of the
population, it is estimated that they held only 17.5 percent of the
professional and senior civil service positions in the country. I 2 s In
1946, 86 percent of the illiterates in Guyana were East Indians, while
6.6 percent were Creoles. Until compulsory education was extended
to East Indians in 1933, only 18.7 percent of the East Indian
children aged between 5 and 15 attended primary schools; and even
in 1960-1, a survey of five villages revealed that while East Indians at
this date averaged 3.45 years in school, Creoles averaged 5.84. 1 26
However inadequate, these data indicate that whereas East Indians
remained marginal to the urban Creole society until 1946, they have
increasingly oriented towards it since then. Some correlates and
consequences of these reorientations are reported below.
Despite considerable concern with Creole-Indian relations, and an
increased output of social and economic statistics, census materials,
and other official data, quantitative information on the contemporary distributions of land, income, educational opportunities, occupational roles; and civil service positions among East Indians and
Creoles in Trinidad are hard to find. Neither the 1946 census nor
that of 1960 specifies these distributions clearly, except those cited
above for literacy and large land-holdings. However, in 1931, of
42,000 East Indian -males in Trinidad, 112 were employed in the
government service, 10 in law, 8 in medicine, 5 in the police, 181 as
Hindu or Moslem priests, 368 as teachers, 122 as merchants, and 1 as
an engineer. By 1945, when 137 East Indians were either practising
professions or training to do so, 53 in law and 48 in medicine and
dentistry, they were still 'very poorly represented ... in civil service
jobs'. I 2 7 In Trinidad, as in British Guiana, East Indians accordingly
sought security in the acquisition of land; and by 1950 they were
-estimated to own over 100,000 acres. 1 28 None the less, they still
formed the bulk of the rural proletariat. On one sugar estate, East
Indians were 93.5 percent of the labour force and 83 percent of
322

124. Despres (1967), p. 163.
125. ibid., p. 130.
126. ibid., p. 129
127. A. and]. Niehoff (1960), pp. 42,51·2.
128. Rubin (1962), p. 443, n. 35.
•
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those who grew canes for sale to the local factory.IH In 1946,92.4
percent of Ea~t Indians in. Trinidad lived in rural area~; but by 1960
one-fourth of the people III San Fernando, the second largest city on
the island, were East Indians. I 3 0
Scholars have debated the scope and intensity of Indian 'Creoliz.
ation' in Guyana and Trinidad in terms of Indian assimilation or
131 Cultural transfers between Creoles and Indians
·
exc1uSlveness.
have failed to erode segmental boundaries. East Indians restrict
~iscegenation with Negroes and coloured folk. I 32 The two populations mate endogamously under strikingly different arrangement .s. 133
. A ccord'mg to one observer, 'probably the greatest source
of fnctlOn between the two groups stems from economic competition'.1 34 However, criteria of individual and collective stratification
rank high in the segmental disassociation and contraposition of
Cre.oles and Indians. Creole conceptions of contemporary and
deSirable forms of stratification in Trinidad, as presented by
Braithwaite/ 3 s a Trinidadian Creole, differ radicallv from those that
Indians espouse. While Creole society elaborates differences of skin
colour as indices and conditions of social status/ 36 'skin colour
plays almost no part in the East Indian group as internal stratification. The primary determinant of status among rural Indians is caste
membership.'l 37
The differences and incompatibilities of these East Indian and
Creole status systems are summarized neatly by the Niehoffs:
'Th~ [Creole l status system can be reviewed as primarily based on colour with
whites at the top and the Negroes at the bottom as is dOne by Braithwaite. This
is logical fr?m a Negro poi~t of view, but it does de-emphasize the importance of
oth~r et~mc groups, particularly the Indians. From the Indian point of view,
SOCial differences are more often categorized in terms of whites Chinese
Indians, and Negroes. The difference between coloured and Negr;es, which
fi&11;res importantly in Braithwaite's study, is comparatively unimportant to
IndIans. Pure Negroes, Negro·whites, and Negro·Chinese admixtures are all still
NCl!':0es t:> Indians ... The middle class of 'coloured' (Negro·white) admixtures
(BraIthwaite: 1953,92·120) has no clear-cut counterpart among Indians. Indians
who become wealthy and educated do not tend to merge into this 'coloured'
middle class, nor do they tend to establish such a class on their own. There are
status d!fferences among Ind!ans, based primarily on economic position and
leadershIp roles, but these differences can he viewed as a continuum more
logically than as a system of classes. From the Indian point of view the most

129. A. and]. Niehoff (1960), p. 29.
130. Clarke (1967), in Schwartz (1967), p. 166.
131. Crowley (1957), pp. 817·24; (1960); Klass (1960); Braithwaite (1960)' Skinner
(1960); all in Rubin (1960).
'
132. A. and]. Niehoff (1960), p. 67.
133. Roberts and Braithwaite (1963).
134. A. and]. Niehoff (1960), p. 67.
135. Braithwaite (1953, 1954, 1960).
136. Braithwaite (1953), pp. 92-120.
137. Klass (1960), in Rubin (1960), p. 858.
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clear-cut lille of demarcation is that between whites and non-whites, and Indians
and Negroes. 13 8

A survey of racial attitudes among students at secondary schools
in Trinidad also reports that 'in connection with their definition of
the change in colour-class structure ... the white student tends to
regard all Creoles as Negroes, and does not make refined colour
distinctions.'l 39 Thus the central significance of colour differences
rather than race is restricted to those elite hybrids who on these
grounds claim 'ascendancy ... concomitant with the withdrawal of
the British '. 1 4 0 However, since these hybrids represent only 17
percent of the population, their sectional view of the social order and
its stratification is hardly representative and merely serves as an
ideological model to legitimize their minority rule. The divergence of
this coloured status model from the views of whites and Indians
indicates a source of profound disagreement between racial blocs in
Trinidad about the nature of the society that their combination
constitutes and their respective places within it. Several scholars have
recently remarked this source of dissension in contemporary
Trinidad, particularly as regards the contraposition of East Indians
and Creoles. l4 1 The situation in Guyana is essentially similar but more
advanced.
Critical emphases on colour as a basic condition of status are
general among the hybrid elites of Creole societies. In bi-racial
Grenada,
the hierarchy of status tends to correspond with the hierarchies of colour, power
and wealth; but while the positions of whites and blacks in these'overlapping
hierarchies were well defined, that of the browns was far from dear. These
conditions may explain why browns avoid those categorical concepts of race
that whites and blacks employ, insisting instead on the relative scale of
colour ... The more problematic the significance of these colour differences, the
greater the stress ktid upon them. l 4 2

11.
As far as they go, these data on the distributions of social
resources and values among racially distinct stocks of Caribb-?an
societies identify two historic patterns of social organization tnat
distinguish bi-racial and multi-racial populations. In bi-racial units
there is a stratification that subordinates Negroes and coloured folk
to a white minority whose forbears initially owned their ancestors
as slaves and monopolized rights to land and political organization.
In some of these bi-racial units coloured elites have now succeeded
138. A. andJ. Niehoff (1960), p. 62.
139. Rubin (1962), p. 445.
140. ibid., p. 444.
141. G. Lewis (1962); Ryan (1966); Klass (1960); Rubin (1962).
142. M.G. Smith (1965a), pp. 158-9.
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these white minorities as dominant strata, sometimes by inheritance
from the old plantocracy, in other cases by appropriating bureaucratic and political positions. In Haiti, 160 years of independence
have witnessed a continuous struggle for domination between the
small but powerful hybrid elite and a succession of personalistic
black leaders of the disorganized majority. In yet other bi-racial units
such as Carriacou, St. l\;faarten, Saba, or the Cayman Islands, where
the means and rewards of racial domination have no place, Negroes
and whites live separately or interspersed, and mate endogamously or
symmetrically without any evident stratification of racial stocks or
differential distributions of social advantage.
In such multi-racial societies as Surinam, British Honduras,
Trinidad, and Guyana, besides the Creole segment of Negro and
coloured people socialized by historic domination to Europeans,
there are also segments of Amerindians, Black Caribs, Bush Negroes,
Ind"nesians, East Indians, and in British Honduras, the Spanishmestizos, all of whom remained throughout colonialism aloof from the
Creole politico-economic arena under various conditions. The
processes of decolonization have affected these multi-racial units in
differing ways; but nowhere have they promoted the dissolution of
segmental boundaries or the assimilation of racial stocks. In Surinam,
Javanese, Creoles, and Indians currently collaborate to govern the
country by sharing political power on the basis of their numbers; but
this political equivalence has reinforced segmen tal boundaries while
inhibiting their stratification. As the Indian population of Surinam
increases relative to that of other groups, this accommodation will
become increasingly unstable. Already some Indian leaders in
Surinam are seeking its amalgamation with Guyana where Indians are
now the numerical majority, while Creole leaders seek to remove
those constitutional restraints on local government that derive from
the country's participation in the Kingdom of the Netherlands. l4 3
Likewise in British Honduras, Guatemalan territorial claims threaten
the current Creole dominance, and may be expected to elicit the
support of the large Spanish-mestizo bloc. Thus far, however, crises
and confrontations between these segments have been avoided. In
Trinidad and British Guiana, by contrast, decolonization has converted the traditional disassociation of Creoles and Indians into
explicit contrapositions and stmggles for segmental dominance. Both
segments are acutely aware of the material and ideological issues at
stake in their current struggles.
\\Then universal suffrage was introduced to British Guiana in April,
1953, East Indians and Creoles combined to form a nationalist
movement that sought to remove British control. Six months later
the British government repealed the Colonial Constitution and placed
Guyana under the direct administration of the Crown for nearly four
years. During this interval, the popular movement split into two
143. Mathews (1966).
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racial blocs of Creole-Africans and East Indians, each organized in a
political party under leaders of appropriate race.' 44 Since elective
government resumed in August, 1957, racial alignments have
dominated the Guyanese votes. In the election of 1961, the party led
by Dr. jagan, an Indian, polled 46.7 percent of all votes cast, while that
led by Mr. Burnham, an Afro-Guyanese (Creole), polled 44.7
percent of the votes. 'These percentages are almost identical with the
ratios of Indians and Africans in the population when the coloured
are counted with the Africans. It would seem that very few voters
crossed racial lines in the 1961 election." 4 5 In 1962, the Creoles
and Portuguese of Georgetown, Guyana's capital, directed racial
violence against East Indian administration and residents and burnt
down much of the city. In 1963, there were prolonged strikes against
Dr. Jagan's government. In 1964, 'East Indian-Negro violence swept
through the country. Before the proclamation of a state of
emergency in july, 1964, over 170 persons had been killed in the
racial conflict. '14 Q
Despite these upheavals, the British government proceeded to
decolonize, and conceded Afro-Guyanese demands for proportional
representation in place of the previous single-member districts and
simple majority rule. This change encouraged the Portuguese leader,
Mr. P. D'Aguiar, to establish a third party based on the Portuguese
and their affiliates in Georgetown. In the pre-independence election
of 1964, Dr. Jagan's party, backe.d by Indians, received 45.8 percent
of the total vote and 24 seats in the legislature; Mr. Burnham's party,
backed by Creoles, received 40.5 percent of the votes and 22
legislative seats; the party led by D'Aguiar received 12.4 percent of
the votes and 7 seats. The Creoles and the Portuguese then formed a
coalition under Burnham's leadership to exclude jagan's party from
the government which led Guyana 'to independence in May, 1966.
Late in 1967 it was officially announced that East Indians
outnumbered Creoles by 54,000,'and had achieved a clear majority
of the country's population. The Premier, Mr. Burnham, duly
appealed to West Indian Creoles resident in Britain to immigrate to
Guyana at his government's expense;! • 7 thus far, his invitatiDn has had
few takers.
These Guyanese developments illustrate how decolonization has
generated segmental struggles for domination between East Indians
and Creoles and has encouraged resident whites to organize themselves separately for the protection and pursuit of their own
interests. As in Surinam, so in Guyana, Amerindians remain outside the
poIitical arena.
144. Despres (1967); R.T. Smith (1962), pp. 163-80; Ayearst (1960), pp. 114·28;
Mosko. (1967), pp. 19-20.
145. Despres (1967), p. 8; see also Table' 20 and 21, pp. 172·3.
146. Moskos (1967), p. 21.
147. Caribbean Monihly Bulletin, 4, no. 11, p. 3; 5. no. 1, p. 2.
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In Trinidad, where East Indians still number less than 40 percent
of the population, although unable to fmstrate Creole support for
the West Indian Federation, which began in 1957 and dissolved in
1962, they were able to secure effective restrictions on further
Creole immigration to Trinidad. In Guyana, then under the government of Dr. Jagan, the Indian majority opposed its entry into the
West Indian Federation, since this would reduce their local dominance.
By 1960, Trinidad had a bicameral legislature, ministerial government under a Premier and cabinet, and two mass parties based on its
Creole and East Indian segments respectively, each led by men of
appropriate race, Dr. Eric Williams, the Creole Premier, and Dr.
Rudranath Capildeo, an East rndian. following their defeat in the
1961 elections, the East Indians were represented by four members
in the Island senate, although the East Indians then formed 36.5
percent of the population. Of 23 senators nominated by the party
leaders and the Governor, a Trinidadian Chinese, 7 were white or
coloured, although together these categories accounted for only 18.2
percent of the population. 'Sil,TfIificantIy under-represented, although
by no means absent, are the two largest groups of the general
population - Negro and East Indian.'J· 8 The Creole Premier, J?r.
Eric Williams, none the less justified the unrepresentative raCial
composition of this nominated upper chamber as evidence 'that
Trinidad is an open society with equality of opportunity'.' 4 9
Although 'the so-called racial politics [of Trinidad] may ...
actually be seen as socio-cultural politics', I so these cultural oppositions have deep foundations in antecedent social and biological
exclusions. for these reasons
East Indian national consciousness and East Indian population increase seem
latent threats to the Creole elites; on the other hand the ascendancy of Creole
elites concomitant with the withdrawal of the British, poses a latent status
threi'; to the East Indian upper-class and mobile elite. From their class vantage
points Creole elites view East Indian traits in terms of socially undesirabl.e ~d
politically threatening exclusiveness.
The East Indian tends to thmk
terms of the community because it is an East Indian community, the Negro in
terms of the nation because he conceives it as a Negro nation.' 52

'5' . ,.

III

Thus recent development in the segmented multi-racial societies of
Surinam, Guyana, and Trinidad substantiate the thesis that the
alignments of racial stocks are regulated by political relations that
express the conditions and distributions of collective p0.wer. .
The history of slavery, indenture, and colomahsm III these
148. Spackmann (1967), p. 82.
149. ibid., p. 85; see also p. 78.
150. Rubin (1962), p. 453.
151. ibid.• p. 444.
152. ibid., p. 454.
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countries illustrates white supremacy, which itself presumed and
expressed the political predominance of different colonizing nations
in different territories. That this social supremacy was restricted bv
po.litical factors and reserved for nationals oJ the colonizing power i's
eVident from the low status accorded immigrant Portuguese, Jews,
and Syrians in these colonies, in this century as well as the last. In
Guyana, on completing their indentures the Portuguese 'tended to
move away as soon as possible and go into shop keeping. So long as
they rem,amed ,small shopkeepers, they did not enjoy high prestige
... Despite their colour ... they tended to be despised, even by the
Negroes ... The identification of "Portugee" tended to become a fixed
derogatory description." 5 3 Their anomalous position as racial whites
of relatively low status which parallels that of 'poor white' peasants in
Barbados, the Dutch Windwards, Caymans, Jamaica, Grenada, St.
Vincent, and elsewhere, demonstrates that whiteness In itself is
insufficient to ensure high status in racially mixed Caribbean societies.
While powerless whites have low status, dominant whites, hybrids,
Negroes, or Indians enjoy the status that corresponds "",jth their
resources and power. In Trinidad the recently immigrant Jews and
Syrians compete as peddlers, moneylenders and petty tradesmen. The
coloured population does not care to distinguish between them. Both
categories are disesteemed; and local Portuguese fare little better. J 54
By contrast, in Jamaica, Jews and Syrians are sharply distinguished and
rank high by virtue of the resources and power at their disposal.' 5 5
For bi-racial Caribbean societies, whether of Hispanic or northwest European derivation, the historical evidence demonstrates this
political determination of racial stratification in unambiguous detail.
Where prevailing stratification was reversed by revolt, as in Haiti,
Guadeloupe, or Grenada in 1795, the conditions and processes of
these reverses were unmistakably political; but so too were those
collective withdrawals of African slaves, who evaded the racial
stratification of colonial societies, and constituted autonomous
co~munities of their own, in Dominica, St. Vincent, Jamaica, and
Surmam, sometimes in alliance w-jth Amerindians, sometimes separately. Reimpositions of slavery in Guadeloupe, Grenada, and St.
Lucia, during or after the revolutionary decade, also illustrate the
cri~ical rol:, of. political power in ordering and maintaining these
raCIal stratifIcatIOns. So do the suppressions of numerous unsuccessful sl~ve revolts that ,darken the history of these Caribbean plantation
colomes from the sixteenth to the nineteenth century. As we have
see~, after, ~m~ncipation white planters maintained the preceding
raCIal stratifIcatIOn by employing their political power to control the
ex-slaves, to finance imports of foreign labour, to restrict education
and political rights, and to suppress protests against their racial
153. R.T. Smith (1962), p. 45.
154. Braithwaite (1953), pp. 10,78.
155. Broom (1954, 1960b).
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?ligar:hy. '!"'here these adaptations seemed insufficiently secure,
l,?penal g~ver:zments assu,?ed dir~:t c?ntrol along with responsibilitIes for mamtammg the raCial stratificatIOn of these colonies. This era
in Caribbean history was terminated by upheavals at the end of the
Great Depres,sion; and, follo'Aing the Second World War, imperial
governments mtroduced numerous modifications as necessary conditions of decolonization.
Having rev~ewed so;ne consequence,s of dec?lonization in segmented multi-racIal SOCietIes, we may mdlcate their parallels in stratified
bi-racial units by citing data on recent distributions of political roles
and attitudes in these units. As always, Jamaican data are the most
preci~e and iJIu~inating for illustrative purposes. Like Trinidad,
JamaICa has a bIcameral legislature in which the lower house is
elect.ed by adult suffrage while the members of the upper house arc
nO!~ll,nated by the governor and by the leaders of the two major
pohtlcal parties. In 1951, after two elections based on universal
suffrage, the elected lower house contained 31 members of whom 28
were phe:lotypically classified as follows: white or near-white 3; light
and medlUm brown 10; dark brown 12; black 3. Of 15 nominated
and official members of the upper house at that date, 13 were white
and .one each light and dark brown.' S 6 In 1958, after further
electIOns, under a government led by the opposing political partv,
the elected house contained 3 whites, 22 coloured, and 7 bla~k
members; while the nominated upper house contained 8 whites, I
black, and 8 coloured ~embers, of whom 5 were light and 3 dark
brown. Indians and Chmese were conspicuouslv absent.' S 7 Evide~tl.Y the c?loured elite employed its leadership' of both Jamaican
polItIcal parties to restrict the access of blacks, Indians, and Chinese
to the local legislature by election and nomination alike while
providing :he whi:e and coloured sections with dispropor'tionate
represen,tatl.on. It IS equally characteristic of Jamaica during this
~ecolomzatlOn phase that a sample of 72 'top leaders' in the country
Included 37 whites (52 percent) of whom 8 were born abroad and
29 were Creole 20 mulattoes (28 percent) and 15 others (21
percent) listed as 'dark brown and black'. I S S Such data demonstrate
the. persistence. of colonial racial alignments in modern Jamaica, and
mdlcate the Widespread concern of its white and coloured elites to
preserve their differential advantages and position in this overwhelmmgly. Negro ~ountry, despite universal suffrage, by managing the
pohtlcal parties, trade umons and government equally, Understandably, throughout 1959 to 1961, the black proletariat in Kin"ston
protested against the persistence of the colonial order of ;acial
stratification despite local self-government. Their protests generated
considerable unrest and alarm and helpcd to discredit thc current
156. Broom (1954), p. 125: Bell (1964), p. 83.
157. Bell (1964), p. 83.
158. ibid., Table 10, p. 84.
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government and its support for the West Indian Federation.! 59
In 1961, a sample of 2,197 students, drawn from the fifth and
sixth forms of 21 secondary schools throughout the island, together
with 51 percent of the Jamaican students in the local university
campus, was surveyed to determine their attitudes towards equality.
Of this sample 2,091 students classified themselves by colour as
follows: black 146 (7 percent); white 113 (5.4 percent); coloured
1,647 (78.8 percent). The remaining 185 students (8.8 percent) were
self-identified as Chinese and Indians. Of the total sample, only 52.2
percent espoused egalitarian attitudes even at that critical phase of
Jamaica's development. These egalitarian attitudes were ex~ectably
predominant among the black students (61.6 percent), margInally so
among the coloured students (53.1 percent), and least common
among VI/hites (42.5 percent).! 6 0 Neither the composition of this
sample nor the distribution of political attitudes within it suggest
that any major revision of the colonial system of racial stratification
will occur by peaceful means in Jamaica for several decades.
Unfortunately these Jamaican correlations of phenotype and
political attitude are representative of other British Caribbean
societies. In 1961-2 a sample of 111 'top leaders' in Jamaica,
Trinidad, British Guiana, Barbados, Grenada, and Dominica were
interviewed to elicit their political attitudes. On the basis of
interview data, these leaders were classified as 'democrats, authoritarian idealists, cynical parliamentarians, and authoritarians'. Of all
the territorial contingents surveyed, the Jamaican leaders had the
highest ratio of 'democrats' (39 percent) and the fewest 'authoritarians' (26 percent). If anything, these data suggest that the
Jamaican political spectrum was rather more ,liberal than those of
other British Caribbean territories.
Of equal relevance is the phenotypical composition of this
leadership sample and the distribution of political orientations by
phenotype within it. Of the III leaders, 38 were white, 20 light
brown, 41 dark brov\;TI and black, and 12 'orientals' (Chinese and
Indian). Of the 38 whites, 10 percent were identified as 'democrats'
and 58 percent as 'authoritarians'. Of the 20 light brown leaders, 25
percent were 'democrats' and 60 percent 'authoritarians'. Of the 41
leaders classified as 'dark brown and black', 34 percent were
'democrats', 24 percent 'authoritarians', 10 percent 'authoritarian
idealists', and 32 percent 'cynical parliamentarians'. Of the 12
'oriental' leaders, 8 percent were 'democrats' and 'authoritarian
idealists' equally, while 42 percent were 'authoritarians' and 'cynical
parliamentarians' equally.! 61
Clearly the historic structures of social inequality by which these
racially mixed populations were bound have generated deep and
159. M.G. Smith (1965c), pp. 314.18; M.G. Smilh, Augie! and Nettleford (1960).
160. Duke (1967),in Bel! (1967), pp. 119, 127, 131.
161. Mosko, and Bell (1964), pp. 326, 328; see also Moskos (1967).
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widespread commitments to inequality and authoritarianism within
them, while discrediting parliamentary institutions among those
racial stocks whose subordination was effected bv these means. 'II V
a, ecrit Tocqueville, un prejuge naturel qui porte ('homme a mepris~r
celui qui a ete son inferieur, longtemps encore apres qu'il est devenu son
egal;
l'inegalite reelle que produit la fortune au la loi succede
toujours une inegalite imaginaire qui a ses racines dans les
moeurs.' 1 6 2

a

12.
It may seem rather trite to conclude from our review of racial
stratification in Caribbean societies that race relations and alignments
are normally mediated by political action and express differential
distributions of collective power. However, others have interpreted
these data very differently. According to Dr. Tannenbaum, cultural
systems of religion and law may and normally do mediate race
relations in stratified societies. 163 However illuminating, in order to
apply, this hypothesis presupposes the subordination of one or more
racial stocks to some other, and such subordinations assume and
express collective dominance by political means.
According to Dr. Eric Williams, the Creole historian and Premier
of Trinidad and Tobago, Caribbean race relations have always been
determined by the economic interests and goals of dominant 'racial
groups', that is, until his party came to power. I 64 Data already cited
invalidate such simplistic economic determinism and suggest rather
that ' "Gaining the power to rule over the other" is the key to the
ethno-political conflicts underlying race antagonisms', 165 and also to
racial stratification. Retaining this power of rule and the privileges of
rule, restraining the autonomy of others, or at least evading their
power to rule - these are complementary concerns of equal relevance that mobilize racial collectivities, demarcate their boundaries
and memberships, and impose internal solidarity and external
contraposition, thus fixating individual identities in closed segments
which, irrespective of physical likeness or difference, assume exclusive ethnic characters and racial status. These Caribbean data
illustrate the proposition that 'race prejudice exists basically in a
sense of group position'. I 66 They also specify the political conditions that determine the relative positions and alignments of racial
groups in stratified, segmented, and unstratified societies equally.
H. Hoetink has recently argued that specifically 'racial' factors,
such as perceived differences between the 'somatic norm images' or
idealized phenotypes of the dominant segment and other racial
162. Leiris (1955), pp. 166·7.
163. Tannenbaum (1946,1957).
164. Williams (1946, no date, 1957).
165. Rubin (1962), p. 446.
166. Blumer (1961), in Masuoka and Vatten (1961), p. 216.
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stocks, are the independent and exclusive determinants of 'intersegmentary mobility' and thus of racial stratification in Caribbean
societies. I 6 7 According to Hoetink, 'the only factor which does
result in socio-racial change, namely biological-cum-social mingling', I 68 characterized by 'social equality' and expressed by 'marriage in the sociological sense', [ 69 is virtually excluded between
whites and Negro or coloured folk in non-Hispanic societies by the
rigorous commitments of whites from north-western Europe to
maintain the purity of their 'somatic norm image'. Unfortunately for
this thesis, data cited above indicate that while whites do marry
blacks and coloured folk, in certain contexts they refuse to marry
other whites.
Hoetink also asserts that in contrast with these 'private relations',
'public relations' between racial stocks can 'have no direct influence
on the social stratification'! 70 of racially mixed societies; but again
unfortunately for his argument, almost every important development in the racial stratification of Caribbean societies, including the
restratifications and destratifications of some populations by revolt
or flight, has proceeded through collective action in the public domain
and not through 'intimate interracial contacts based on social
equality'. Contemporary data suggest that future changes will proceed
by similar means.
Evidently this theory of racial determinism, like the alternatives
already cited, presupposes the establishment and maintenance of
political domination by one race over others. Thus it is meaningless
to assert that 'the racial factor in any case remains a decisive
determinant of the social position of the dominant segment',! 7!
since 'the dominant segment' owes its social position and identity to
the establishment of its political domination_ As Blumer remarks:
The dominant racial group is led to define and re-define the subordinate racial group
and the relations between them ... The process of definition occurs obviously
through complex interaction and communication between the members of the
dominant group ... Definitions that are forged in the public arena centre,
obviously, about matters that are felt to be of major importance. ',' It is the
events seemingly 'loaded with great collective significance that are the focal
points of the public discussion ..• Definition of these events is chiefly
responsible for the development of a racial image and of the sense of group
position.1 72

These processes are no less decisive in shaping the interracial
accommodations of Caribbean societies today than at any earlier
period in their histories.
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13.
To expose the systematic order that underlies the diverse and
dynamic interracial accommodations reviewed above, we must show
that these are neither accidental nor arbitrary products of historical
process, but logically necessary consequences of a finite set of
structural alternatives that together prescribe the frameworks for all
possible types of society, whether racially and ethnically heterogeneous or not. This exposition requires a brief excursus on the
forms and alternative bases of societal incorponition and their
implici:ltions for the continuities and disjunctions of culture and
organization in human societies, following which we can show how
the entire series of interracial accommodations reviewed above
illustrate the necessary effects of these relations.
There are only three alternative sets of conditions bv which
societies may incorporate individuals or collectivities as members. All
societies must either incorporate their members under one of these
alternatives exclusively, or by some coherent combination of them.
The thr~e alternative modes of societal incorporation may be
charactenzed as uniform or universalistic, equivalent or segmental,
and differential. 1 73
Under the first alternative, individuals are incorporated uniformly
as citizens of a society by direct enrolment on uniform conditions
with formally identical status in its public domain, where the unit's
regulative institutions and governmental processes are centred. Thus
individuals incorporated under this mode will hold identical legal and
political rights, restraints and obligations in the society by virtue of
their direct, identical and unmediated incorporation into its public
domain. In consequence, they must accordingly share those social,
educational and economic institutions which are directly relevant or
subject to the public domain; and thev will normall~ also share
common institutions of kinship, religion ~nd language. None the less,
despite its inclusive design and assimilative effects, societies based on
the universalistic or uniform incorporation of their members do not
proscribe differences of language, kinship and cult among them. This
order merely relegates such institutional forms to the private domain
of individually optional and legally equivalent practices which entail
no formal civic, legal or political inequalities among the citizens.

173. For the essential specifications of these alternative modes of incorporation and

167. Hoetink (1967), pp. 149-5!.
168. ibid., p. 48.
169. ibid., pp. 21·3.
170. ibid., p. 23.
17 J. ibid., p. 103.
172. Blumer (1961), pp. 223,225.

their relations to alternative mode. of pluralism, see L. Kuper and M.G. Smith (1969), pp.
433,436,440-8. and Chapter 6 above, pp. 187-9.
Another recent recognition of the salience of incorporation for the comparative analysis
of societies, quite distinct from that presented here, is to be found in Cohen and Middleton
(1970), espedaUy pp. 1-24. For my conceptions of corporations, their bases, requisites and
implications~ see especially the essay on political change and other papers reprinted above~
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Thus a regime of universalistic incorporation is equally consistent
with cultural homogeneity, heterogeneity or pluralism in those
institutions that pertain to the private domain of social action.
However, it excludes pluralism at the public or corporate level of
social organization.
.
To determine whether a society that formally proclaIms the
uniform incorporation of all its members on conditions of civic and
political equality fulfils these ideals in practice, we need only
examine the historic and contemporary distributions of political and
civic rights and burdens within the various categories of its
population. If such data reveal systematic legal and political
inequalities among the population, then whatever the formal
ideology proclaims, actual practice demonstrates institutionalized
deviations from these norms. Confronted with such differences of
substance and form, analysis must seek to isolate the conditions
associated with such structural inconsistency as effects of alternative
forms of incorporation that substantially obstruct the uniform
enrolment of all citizens in the public domain. In such circumstances
we can expect to find that the unequally incorporated collectivities
of the society may also be differentiated by culture and social
organization, and perhaps by language and race also.
Under the second alternative mode, individuals are incorporated as
members of a society by virtue of their prior incorporation in one or
other of a series of mutually exclusive segments of formally
equivalent status that together constitute the society. As these
segments are formally co-ordinate, the status, rights and obligations
of their members in the public domain of the wider society will be
formally equivalent, though mediated by the prerequisite incorpor·
ation of these individuals in the collectivities that constitute the unit.
Thus this mode of incorporation constitutes autonomous societies as
consociations of mutually exclusive segments which mayor may not
share common culture and forms of social organization. In con·
sequence, individuals incorporated indirectly in such consociations
mav differ in their immediate rights, privileges and obligations as an
expression of institutional differences in the segments to which they
belong; but these segments are jurally and politically equivalent
divisions of the inclusive society.
The third alternative mode incorporates individuals differentially
in to a society by prescribing their prior identifications with one or
other of a series of closed collectivities which are ordered unequally
as superior and inferior by their differential access to the public
domain of the inclusive unit. Normally one of these collectivities
dominates the others and thus the society, by denying them access to
the public domain and thus prescribing their political and legal
subordination. If the subjugated population is also divided into two
or more exclusive segments, these may be incorporated as equivalents
under common conditions of differential incorporation in the wider
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society. In that event all the incorporated collectivities will exhibit
distinctive cultures and social organizations as conditions and
consequences of their differing structural positions. Such systematic
institutional differences among the corporate collectivities in a
society indicate its pervasive pluralism. In the case under discussion,
such pluralism has three modes: differential incorporation of
collectivities institutes and sustains their structural pluralism by
investing one segment with exclusive control of the legal and political
institutions of the society; but the mutually exclusive segments
incorporated as equivalents by their common disabilities and
exclusion from the public domain display social pluralism in those
divergences of social organization and situations that generate and
sustain their mutual exclusiveness. Moreover, such differences of
internal organization and societal situation will also wstinguish the
'dominant collectivity from the two subjugated ones. Thus structural
pluralism subsumes social pluralism, although the latter does not
entail it. Finally, both these modes of pluralism assume and express
institutional divergences of collective culture \~ithin the frameworks
prescribed by the alternative modes of incorporation under which
these collectivities are associated. Thus structural and social pluralism
both assume and express cultural pluralism, but in differing forms
and with differing intensities."1
If two collectivities, B aria' C, are incorporated as equivalents in a
single society by common subjugation to a third, A, and if all
members of the latter are incorporated uniformly in the public
domain which it monopolizes, then all three modes of incorporation
will be found within the society regulating the articulation of these
collectivities. Evidently, each of these modes of incorporation may
be transformed into either of its alternatives by altering the
articulations of these collectivities, or by dissolving or crystallizing
their boundaries; but such conversions of collective alignment can
only proceed by political action, since this is the basis and character
of all relations between incorporated collectivities. However, the
conversion of differential incorporation into a universalistic regime
by political means cannot immediately eliminate those differences of
culture and social organization that formerly characterized these
collectivities. The dissolution of such institutional differences within
and between collectivities presupposes extensive opp'ortunities for
and processes of social and cultural assimilation over a period of at
least two or three generations.
Collectivities incorporated under either of the three modes
outlined above have the distinctive characteristics of corporations.
Moreover, all corporations aggregate in all societies are necessarily
incorporated under one or more of these alternatives. As a
corporation, each collectivity is presumed to be perpetual and has a
unique identity, fixed conditions or modes of recruitment, and thus
a determinate membership. Any social unit with these four formal
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features has the institutional fonn, closure and perduring qualities of
a corporation; but collectivities may be incorporated as categories or
as groups. If a collectivity is incorporated solely with the attributes
listed above, it is thereby constituted as a corporate category by its
lack of the organization necessary to convert it into a group.
Besides the four requisites of corporate status listed above, a
corporate group must also have a coextensive organization, appropriate procedures for corporate action, its own exclusive common
affairs, and the autonomy it needs to regulate them. These properties
endow the corporate group with capacities for positive action as a
collectivity which corporate categories do not possess; and as
corporate action is always political in basis and character, and since
corporate groups have positive political capacities while corporate
categories do not, under regimes of differential incorporation, while
the dominant collectivity is organized as a corporate group,
subjugated collectivities are normally denied the opportunities to
organize, and thus constituted as corporate categories. Thus the
mode of differential incorporation distinguishes the collectivities it
articulates in form as well as legal and political status, the dominant
unit reserving to itself the opportunities and advantages of collective
organization in order to immobilize the dominated. Thus the way in
which these collectivities are incorporated and articulated is explicitly political in basis and corporate in fonn. As a consequence,
collectivities incorporated as equals by common subjugation under
structures of differential incorporation must normally be constituted
as corporate categories, and they are thus rendered incapable of
collective action to redress their grievances.
When their differential incorporation is abolished, these equivalent
segments must either dissolve by relaxing the criteria of their mutual
exclusions, in which case they will forfeit their corporate closure
through processes of social and cultural assimilation by which their
members are uniformly incorporated in the public domain of a wider
unit; or they must reconstitute themselves as corporate groups by
developing the necessary organizational arrangements, in which case
they will articulate politically by contraposition or by associational
agreements. Only by virtue of their common differential incorporation can equivalent segments remain as corporate categories.
Released from differential incorporation, they must either dissolve'
and amalgamate, or reconstitute themselves as corporate groups. But
in either case substantive differences of culture and social organization which fonnedy characterized these closed equivalent collectivities will persist within and between them for several generations,
until their social and cultural assimilation is complete, even though
their members may be unifonnly incorporated in the public domain
of the autonomous society.
These structural alternatives and their transformations are sufficient to explicate all fonns of interracial accommodation in human
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societies, since racial differences can only be institutionalized within
societies by constituting racial stocks as corporate collectivities. Thus
in racially heterogeneous populations, the only alternative to the
incorporation of racial stocks as groups or categories is the
incorporation of individuals of differing race directly in the public
domain of the wider society on identical conditions that proscribe or
effectively discountenance their collective segregation on racial lines.
Such an order will generate conditions which are simultaneously
favourable to racial amalgamation and to social and cultural
assimilation by suppressing racial identifications among the citizens
in favour of common identifications with and loyalties to the wider
society. Conversely, as such situations indicate, the structural
precondition of all interracial accommodations is the incorporation
of racial stocks as exclusive corporate units whose articulations or
standardized relations express prevailing conditions of corporate
organization and distributions of corporate power. The alternative
modes of such collective articulation and the essential conditions of
their development and change have already been outlined. These
alternatives and transformations apply equally to racially homo·
geneous and to racially mixed societies, being direct logical entail·
ments of the corporate character of societies themselves. Thus in the
absence of such gross physical differentiae as racial features, societies
must and do select and institutionalize other principles as bases for
the differentiation, segmental or universalistic incorporation of their
members. These principles include ethnicity, language, cult, locality,
occupation, wealth, descent or ancestral status. In so far as these or
other differentiae are employed to incorporate collectivities within
society: they have direct political implications and corporate
expresslOn.

14.
An individual can only be assigned racial status by the observable
correspondence of his phenotype with that of some biologically
distinct collectivity. Thus differences of race presuppose and refer to
biological differences among reproductively closed stocks which are
presumptively perpetual, perceptually distinct, and thus conceived as
corporate categories. None the less, as a basis for social organization,
the only features exclusive and intrinsic to race are those inherent in
biology, namely the transmission of collectively distinct phenotypical features by heredity. That such biological characteristics are
intrinsically neutral and non-determinative phenomena in relation to
social organization is shown by the fact that the conditions and
consequences of the three alternative modes of incorporation
outlined above govern all possible forms of societal organization in
racially homogeneous or heterogeneous societies alike. Thus if racial
variables are institutionalized as bases of collective incorporation and
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articulation in some societies, we must seek the foundations of these
so.cial orders in the conditions and consequences of their incorporatIOns. Of these conditions, the simultaneous constitution of racial
stocks as collectivities with the corporate characteristics listed above
is directly prerequisite and decisive for the forms of interracial
accommodations and societal structure alike.
Racial incorporations can only develop in racially heterogeneous
s~cieti:s, and since Caribbean data show that no intrinsically
bIOlogical facts prevent racial stocks in such societies from amalgamating by miscegenation to produce a homogeneous hybrid group,
we must recognize the social and cultural determination of racial
incorporations and accommodations. Racial stocks may amalgamate
freely or otherwise, as Caribs and Negroes amalgamated in St.
Vincent and Dominica, or as Negroes and whites have amalgamated
in Petit Martinique and more recently in Saba, or as Chinese
indentured workers and Negroes have done in Jamaica. The hybrid
offspring of these interracial unions will normally be incorporated in a
hybrid collectivity on uniform conditions by virtue of their
common racial derivation, status and external distinctness. In
consequence they will all share identical rights and obligations that
distinguish them as members of their collectivity from others around.
If. these hybr~ds. are als~ isolated from other stocks, their collectivity
WIll form a dIstInct socIety. The situation and development of black
Carib society illustrates this process nicely, as do developments in
Saba and Petit Martinique.
!f the racially distinct stocks in a society are not incorporated on
umform conditions in its public domain, they must either be
~ncol)Jorated as collectivities of equivalent status, or as superior and
Infenor, or by some combination of these alternatives. Thus,
throughout Caribbean colonialism, whites occupied positions of
priv.ilege and dominance. They differentially incorporated Negroes,
IndIans, Javanese and other stocks successively in the societies they
~r~~ted, .rul~d ~nd ~xpl~ited for their own benefit. Such regimes
InItIally InstItutIOnalIzed Inequalities of racial stocks on political and
legal..bases su~h. as conquest, enslavement or indenture, and by
specIfICally pohtICal means. To justify and perpetuate these differences, the dominant whites tried to allocate political and legal status
on the basis of ascriptive racial criteria; but this attempt was less
successful due to inconsistent practices. Though all non-whites were
ascriptively subject to differential incorporation, substantial differences were allowed to develop among them, as for example in Saint
Domi~ique and Jamaica during the seventeenth and eighteenth
centunes, and between the Creoles and East Indians of Guyana and
Trinidad throughout colonialism.
~one the l~ss, in Guyana, Surinam and Trinidad, Negroes and East
IndIans were Incorporated as mutually exclusive segments of equivalent status by their common but mutually distinct subordination to

the ruling whites. In British Honduras, so were the Negroid Creoles
of Belize and the Spanish-mestizo peoples of the interior. At colonial
levels, since jural differences between these subject stocks were of
little significance, they were differentially incorporated as equivalent.
However, being segregated phy,-;ically, culturally and by differences
of social organization, these segments remained bionomically closed
and virtually exclusive.
Historically, the successive immigrations by which these racial
stocks were introduced to Caribbean societies manifested white
political predominance and white institutions of differential incorporation. Evidently white colonists sought also to institutionalize
equations of race and political status in these societies, to simplify,
consolidate and perpetuate their exclusive political control. However,
in this process contrary classifications of the coloured hybrids
begotten by white colonists were adopted in Hispanic and nonHispanic societies. In the former, the coloured were distinguished
from Negroes as free, and thus legally assimilated to whites. In
non-Hispanic territories, hybrids were initially classified with Negroes
in contradistinction to whites, and were then allowed various
privileges as a superior Negro stratum, despite their differential
incorporation.
The white section of these non-Hispanic societies exhibited
another structural inconsistency within its own ranks, since the
dominant white elites were sharply distinguished by culture, organization, power and social situation from those 'poor whites' who were
descended from indentured workers imported after emancipation as
a labour force and reserve militia. Thus, while non-whites were
differentially incorporated as non-citizens in these societies, 'poor
whites', who lacked political rights, enjoyed the forms but not the
substance of legal citizenship. Their communities were thus incorporated on conditions sufficiently similar to those of the emancipated Negroes to demonstrate once more how political alignments and
sectional interests have determined the ways in which racial criteria
have been institutionalized as bases of collective organization within
these societies.
It is equally clear that the institutions by which white colonists
incorporated white indentured labourers and other racial stocks
differentially through indenture or slavery in the Caribbean societies
were merely adaptations and elaborations of the structures of
serfdom and helotage familiar in medieval Europe. There, in the
absence of obvious racial differentiae, societies had been constituted
and perpetuated by political means as ascriptive systems of inequality through the differential incorporation of subject majorities under
institutions of serfdom and villeinage. In the racially mixed Caribbean societies created de novo, slavery and indenture were employed
to subjugate non-whites more rigorously.
Always the dominant whites in these colonial societies organized
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themselves as a corporate group, to which local 'poor white' enclaves
were subordinated. Simultaneously the colonists constituted other
racial stocks as subordinate corporate categories under various
institutions of differential incorporation - slavery, indenture, and
exclusive property franchises ~ which effectively denied non·whites
the opportunities to organize themselves separately. Thus, even when
contraposed as segments of parallel status, subordinate racial blocs
such as the Negroid Creoles and East Indians lacked the inclusive
organization requisite to constitute them as groups capable of
collective action to redress their lot. In short, to institute, sustain and
extend their political domination, white colonists reserved to
themselves opportunities for collective organization in order to
incorporate all other stocks differentially. This basic condition
governed the form and content of all secondary collective structures
by prescribing the basic framework for their operations.
Initially the diverse stocks brought together in these Caribbean
societies differed fundamentally in language, religion, values, technology and social organization as well as race. In consequence, the
predominant stock had an unchallengeable cultural monopoly of the
institutional systems it employed to incorporate and subordinate
other stocks, who were also normally subdivided by differences of
social and cultural organization among themselves, as, for example,
were the African slaves by their tribal cultures and languages, the
Hindu and Muslim immigrants from India by religion, and the
Portuguese, Chinese, Germans, Jews and others by various criteria.
So likewise to a significant degree were the dominant whites divided
from 'poor whites' whose ancestors were imported under indenture
after Negro emancipation from the metropole, as labourers, settlers
and reserve militias. Cultural differences simultaneously segregated
local communities of 'poor whites' from the white colonial elites,
from the ambiguously situated browns, and from surrounding blacks;
but when dispersed and removed from their community matrix, poor
whites commonly assimilated to those Creoles whose cultural and
social organization most closely resembled their own. Contemporary
processes of assimilation in Saba and in Carriacou illustrate the
conditions that facilitate dissolution of these racial barriers by
symmetrical connubium.
Wherever racial stocks are bound together by structures of
differential incorporation, their amalgamation is directly excluded.
At best, such structures will only permit asymmetrical forms of
miscegenation that express the differential status of the incorporated
stocks. Thus if, by exigencies of structural adaptation to local
conditions some members of differentially incorporated racial stocks
none the less share substantiallv similar life chances and situations, as
do poor whites and Negro peas~nts around them in various Caribbean
societies, symmetrical and asymmetrical miscegenation are both
ruled out by the incongruities of their de facto equivalence and de

jure inequivalence.
Conversely, in the absence of such differential incorporation,
peoples of diverse race must either amalgamate or mai~tain their
racial boundaries. They will normally do the latter only It they are
either physically remote from one another, or separated by severe
differences of language and culture, or if they are contraposed as
corporate groups in political struggles for dominance or parity.
Relations under and since colonialism between Creoles and Asiatics
in Surinam Guvana and Trinidad, and between Creoles and others in
British Ho~dur~s, illustrate both sets of alternatives. In all other
conditions the probability of progressive amalgamation and assimilation by symmetrical miscegenation increases with the cultural and
social continuities among the stocks concerned, with their perception
of this common culture, and with their indifference to the political
inducements of racial exclusions and contrapositions. This particular
combination of conditions presently prevails in minuscule Caribbean
societies such as Saba and Carriacou. Historically, it also prevailed
among racial segments of equally low status in larger societies, which
accordingly displayed high rates of amalgamation.
We have seen how differential incorporation perpetuated fundamental cultural and social differences among the racial stocks of
Caribbean societies by systematically restricting the opportunities of
subordinate stocks for education, intermarriage, political participation, occupational mobility and educational advance, while concentrating these opportunities in the dominant white group. Thus
despite the pervasive Creole culture, differentially situated racial
stocks continued to exhibit disjunctions of culture, social organization, situation and activities that reinforced their mutual exclusions,
even when such segments shared equivalent status by virtue of their
common exclusion from the colonial domain monopolized by
dominant whites. In this way the structure of differential incorporation preserved the basic social and cultural discontinuities of these
societies despite the prevalence and influence of Creole culture
among them. The resulting pluralism, intensified by the acutely
divergent demographic and political statuses of the do~ina.nt whites
in non-Hispanic societies, characterized the Creole culture Itself as a
hotchpotch of distinctive and often contradictory ~nstitutio.n~ and
values, rather than a coherent integrated syntheSIS of Originally
diverse traditions. In this context, racial segments that occupied
differing physical or economic situations normally exhibited distin?tive and formally incompatible systems of culture and SOCIal
organization, irrespective of their political status. In consequence,
following the formal abolition of differential incorporation by
decolonization, exclusive racial blocs of equivalent status such as
Negroid Creoles, East Indians and Javanese, were readily organized as
political units to compete for dominance, power or parity. In effect,
then, decolonization converted the structural pluralism institu tion1I
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alized by differential incorporation into the sodal pluralism characterized by institutionally distinct racial blocs contraposed as corporate
groups under political parties. Thus multi-radal Caribbean sodeties
experienced these developments as direct effects of their deeolonization.
In basicallv bi-racial Creole societies of moderate size, formal
deccilonizatio~ has not entirely removed the antecedent structures of
differential incorporation. Excluding the peculiar situations of
Martinique, Guadeloupe and Cayenne as overseas departments of
France, universal suffrage and internal autonomy incorporated all
stocks equally in the public domain of other territories, and thus
implicitly transferred political initiatives to the majority race. Whites
accordingly lost their historically exclusive monopoly of political
administration to the mass of the colonized peoples. None the less
there persists today a substantial measure of differential incorporation between the Creole elites, who are mainly coloured, and the
black majority, which operates to the material advantage of local and
foreign whites, without whose support these coloured elites would
soon lose control.
To justify and obscure their present dominance, these hybrid elites
proclaim ideologies of racial equality, national unity, equal opportunities and rewards in the pursuit of economic development. Some
indications of the substantial gaps between these proclamations and
the current social realities have been cited above; but while such
distributions demonstrate that the Negro majority are still substantially subject to differential incorporation in these states, their
differential incorporation is substantive rather than formal, and
coloured elites may argue that it is neither deliberate, official, nor as
extensive as formerly. They argue also that inequality has already
been reduced by recent measures and will continue to be reduced;
but these developments and ideologies alike illustrate the political
bases and character of interracial accommodations and change.
As effects of their recent liberalization, bi-racial Caribbean
societies of moderate size have experienced significantly increased
opportunities for cultural and biological a~similation and s~)Cial
mobility. Their basically coloured Creole ehtes have approprIated
positions formerly reserved for whites and, while accepting white
allies, have also recruited appropriately qualified blacks into their
ranks. Thus the ruling personnel in these bi-racial societies of
moderate size now appear to validate the official ideologies of racial
equality and mobility proclaimed by their coloured elites. Data cited
above indicate once more the substantial divergence between reality
and ideology on these questions. The measure of these- differences
expresses exactly the degree to which other racial stocks in these
societies remain differentially incorporated in substance, despite
their formal equality.
Correlatively, these differences of social and cultural organization
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that distinguished the hybrid elites from the Negro majorities of
these societies under colonialism, persist in proportion to the
prevailing degree of their substantively differential incorporation. In
effect then decolonization has modified these social structures by
formally dis~stablishing the legal and political conditions under which
populations with differing social and cultural systems . ~ere
incorporated within them, while leaving unchanged other conditlOns
that differentiated these stocks institutionally and culturally.
Accordingly, ascriptive influences and.ine<J.ualities prevail, i~formally
but substantially, in contemporary bl-raclal Creole SOCIetIes to the
advantage of their former and the present rulers, and serve to
perpetuate the subordination of their. black majorit~es. ~ven ~o, the
coloured stratum that currently donunates these bHacial umts has
materially augmented its strength by alliance with whites and_by the
recruitment of qualified blacks. Thus, although predomInantly
hybrid in the racial status of its core, .thes~ c~loured _elites _are more
accurately defined by cultural and SOCIal cntena than In raCIal tern:xs.
None the less, despite its political predominance, the coloured ehte
ranks in social status and prestige below elite whites and above the
Negro mass, as well as the residual 'poor white' enclaves. The lat~er
condition further strengthens the elite ideology that ex-colomal
Caribbean societies are now indifferent to race.
Historically, the coloured population have always occupied a.n
intermediate cultural and social position in Creole societies, to their
material benefit , and to the advantage
of the dominant. white
.
minorities, who thereby secured a SUItable stratum of subordInates as
allies and buffers between themselves and the blacks. Under
colonialism, while promoting coloured interests, to restrain the
pressures of coloured folk for social assimilation, whites employed
two congruent but quite distinct classifications of the Creole
colonials. Primarily they distinguished between themselves and
non-whites; but among the latter they also distinguished a stratum of
coloured hybrids who were culturally inters.ti.tial, from .the weaklyacculturated Negro majority. Though pnvlleged, thIS coloured
stratum formed part of the Negro majority
During and after slavery, colonial institutions expressed the
differential emphases of ruling whites on these congruent but
divergent classifications of the Negroid section. Thus whites incorporated non-whites differentially by law, government, and other means;
but they also extended educational, economic and symbolic political
privileges to bi-cultural hybrids under various arrangen:e~ts that
simultaneously distinguished them from the black maJ~nty and
intensified their dependence on white patronage. AccordlI~gly the
ascriptive racial bases of differential status and advantage In t~~se
societies was qualified and situationally obscured by prevaIlmg
emphases on cultural criteria in the differentiation of coloured folk.
These tendencies and structural inconsistencies first developed under
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slavery when the free coloured were sharply distinguished by status
and culture from coloured slaves.
In biological terms, the coloured category consists of all varieties
of Negro-white hybrids; but this biological definition has been
obscured and overruled by cultural criteria which distinguish the
better-educated and better-endowed hybrids who enjoy distinctive
life-chances and life-situations as a social stratum from other
members of the biological category, who are thereby classified with
Negro folk, despite their hybrid status. Successive census tabulations
neatly illustrate these features of the coloured category in Carribean
societies and they also reveal how uncertain are the boundaries and
membership of the coloured stratum, since indices of cultural and
p~enotypi~al q~al~ties vary situationally, and since continuing
miscegenatIOn Wlthm and beyond the boundaries of this category has
prevented its crystallization as a stratum with uniform culture,
homogeneous social position, and constant, identifiable phenotype.
In short, under and since slavery and colonialism, the coloured
stratum has been constituted as an anomalous corporate category of
intermediate status with a central core of members who share several
distinctive social and cultural institutions, and with situationally
fluctuating margins of uncertain membership and size. It is thus
equally inevitable and appropriate that coloured Creoles should now
exploit these properties of their category to sustain their dominance
by assimilating whites and talented blacks to their ranks; and that
they should cite such associations as proofs of racial equality and
harmony in the societies they now controL
The ambiguous status boundaries of the category of coloured
Creoles, coupled ",,-ith the socio-cultural divisions between elite and
poor whites, and between metropolitan whites and other nationals
under colonialism, illustrate the ultimate predominance of social and
cultural factors in the genesis and institutionalization of racial
criteria, boundaries and relations in Caribbean societies. Such social
and cultural determinations of racial categories should not surprise
us, since the notion of race as a cultural construct is only socially
relevant when employed to subdivide and align collectivities within
societies. However, besides the generically cultural character of all
collective conceptions of race, Caribbean data also show how the
specifically social and cultural continuities and disjunctions that
characterize these plural societies have distorted racial categories and
alignments within them. Coloured Creoles and poor whites provide
two obvious examples of such socio-cultural determinations of racial
criteria and boundaries; but these are by no means the only cases.
Generated in slavery as a strictly biological category of Negrowhite ~ybrids, the coloured Creoles were simultaneously identified
by SOCIal and cultural criteria as a social stratum, intermediate
between the white and black populations. By these criteria, those
hybrids who lacked the appropriate social and cultural attributes
344
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we~e socially reclassified as black, despite their biological status,
while .t~ose blacks who P?ssessed these attributes were socially
reclaSSifIed as coloured. In hke fashion, those whites who lacked the
s<:ci~l a~d cultural attributes of the dominant elite were sharply
dlstmgulshed from them as poor whites, and socially equated with
Negro peasants, though socially and racially distinct. Differentiae of
culture, institutional practice, status and power thus served to
redefine, raci~l categories and their relations, simultaneously dividing
the whItes mto two strata and several national stocks, and the
dif~erentially incorporated Negroes into three or four situationally
vanable categones: those who were biologically and socio-culturallv
black; those who were biologically black but socio-culturally
coloured; those who were biologically coloured but socio-culturally
black; an~ those who were biologically and socio-culturally coloured.
Poor whites were those whose status and culture were closest to
those of the black. Poor whites accordingly ranked below the socially
and cul~urally coloured elite in status, despite the ascriptive racial
scale., GlV~n such ~oneurrent and situationally variable emphases on
the bIOlogICal, SOCIal and cultural criteria of racial identification and
alignments, complementary, competing and often divergent categorizations ,of individuals, collectivities and social strata prevailed, so
that nO,slmple s~t o~ purely bi~logical criteria can accurately describe
the raCIal orgamzatlOn of Canbbean society. Since social, political
and cultural factors are always decisive in these relations, they are
equally relevant in defining the racial status of individuals. The
collective relations and political processes that generated West Indian
folk conceptions of racial characteristics and differences and institutio~al~zed, them variably in. the diverse strata and segments of these
S?Cletles, meluctably combmed and confused biological traits with
dIfferences of cu~ture, statu~ and social situation in formulating racial
models of Canbbean SOCIal structure. In this way these folk
cOl;ceptions express the indissoluble though dynamic associations of
raCIal, cultural and structural factors which were forged in frame,,:orks set .by the alternative modes and conditions through which
diverse raCIal stocks were successiveiy incorporated in these societies.

15.
To summarize: the diverse and changing forms of interracial
accommodation to be found in historic and contemporary Caribbean
societies express alternative modes of corporate organization and
indicate the political conditions that generate or transform them. For
interracial accommodations to develop within a society, , its various
radal ,stocks must be categorized and incorporated as mutually
exclUSIve and corporate collectivities, in which case thev must either
have co-ordinate or differential status. In the former ~vent, and in
the absence of external domination, racial segments must either
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confront one another as contraposed corporate groups that compete
for power and parity, or they may collaborate symbiotically in some
consociation, while maintaining their closures, or they may relax
their connubial exclusion and amalgamate by symmetrical miscegenation, if their cultures and social organizations are sufficiently similar
to permit this. Under the various structures of differential incorporation that institutionalize and perpetuate inequality on racial or
other bases, only the dominant stock will be organized as a corporate
group, while all others will be constituted as categories by that
proscription of representative organization on which their subjugation depends. If the dominant and the dominated are racially
distinct, this structure prescribes categorical racial inequalities. In
such conditions, miscegenation is only possible in asymmetrical
forms. Under either equivalent or differential modes of incorporation, mutually exclusive racial stocks will exhibit such divergent
forms of institutional practice, culture and social organization that
their societies will represent respectively the alternatives of social and
structural pluralism. Formally in the multi-racial Caribbean societies,
and substantively in bi-racial ones of moderate size, such conditions
and structures currently prevail. Only minuscule Caribbean societies,
whether racially homogeneous or not, exhibit or experience universalistic incorporation and cultural homogeneity. It is likely, furthermore, that these minuscule units owe their structural and cultural
integration to their poverty, uneconomic size, and political insignificance.
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