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policies and programs in reducing or maintaining them. Th':> GeneraJ Flection 

of December 1976 returned the PNP to office with an increased majority 

fought and won on a straightforvTard appeal for support to reduce economic 

inequality by socialist measures. Thus since November 1974, the political 

process has taught many Jemaicans to see their society more often and 

more clear J y as a hierarchy of econor11ically distinct and unequal classes. 

To some degree the enhanced popularity of this basically economic 

class model of the sociPty reflects and parallels othPr important changes 

that have proceeded during the last twenty years, linked with the increasing 

urbanisation, proletarienisation and secularisation of Jamaican society. 

During that period the form8r1y distinctive cultural style of the middle 

stra.tmn has aJ so changPd, folJ owing major changes of the sectional structure 

and rAception of Rastaf'&rirm and infl UPnces from the lo'!tler stratum. 

RemovaJ of thP f'orm!"'r] y d minant "rhites, both local and from the 

centre: of the political stage to its wings and the gallery ref1ects the 

increased concentration of pcliticaJ power and responsibiJ ity for Jamaican 
.. 

affairs among more appropriate representatives of the Jar::aican people, who 

e.rr' black and co1ourr-d. This d:ange, has significant] y 

the 1956 model of Ja--:-:r.:d.cu as a plurBl eociety by srdfting the white 

section from its m·iginsJJy BUpPrior poJ itical position to a 

marg:ir1al or;e, para] J el tc' that by the dominant section of black and 

coloured creoJ e elite, is itself t!1p grad1;al product of ct;rr:ulative shifts of 

poli ticeJ pow"r dcring JntPrvaL As a consequence, instead of the 

thrre od gimd sc,ctions of tt:o. fifti<,s, labeJ Jed loosely \/iite, and black, 

no\--J exh:i.bi ts t\,;o 7 an uppc r end a 10\·!'"'r, beth Creo1l', and beth 

though i:; d:1 .ratics 

Gi vcn rr: cent sr?ct-] c,n, 
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legislation, diffusion of Rastafarian ideas and certain administrative procrems, 

several features that formerly distinguished the institutional practices of 

these sections have lost their fermer significance; and though in the main 

the gross cultural discontinuitiPs persist, it is easy to understand how the 

eecncn:ic-class model and the social-class model alike seem equally or even more approrr ia.t 

to the present society. As we have already seen, that is not the case. 

However, those who uphold those models derive from them sharply opposed 

conceptions and policies for Jar;,aica, and accordingly oppose one another 

and contest legitimacy and power in the firm belief that the island can only 

su£fer harm and ruin at the hands of their riva1s. Given equivalent concern 

with the country's welfare, adherents of the two alternative sets of class 

models, the economic and the social, are therefore likely to campaign with 

equal zeal for radical change on one hand, and authori terian restoration 

of th€' status guo a~ on the other. Without further co~ent, I suggest 

that the intense and confusing struggle of these principals and their 

allies illustrates once more the continuing relevance of the pJ t;ral frame\>:c·rk 

to our understanding of contempon:ry Jamaican society, particuJerly at this 

time 'When the country, although so sadly poJa.rized, is nearly rnidvay in 

the process of deplun;lizetion, by which it will rid itself of t!10se 

inequalities and injustices that have provided advocate8 of all types of 

model discussed above 'With corr.mon cri t.:.r ia for norreati ve assessi!:ent 'of 

Jamaican society. 
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