
































































































































































































































































but in the other overwhelmingly non-white but actual or 

potential citizens -- demonstrate once more the decisive implications for 

race and ethnic relations of disjunctions between the legal provisions 

and actual conditions of societal incorporation of such 'groups'. 

immigrants are differentially law or in fact by the host 

society and its population, the result is to create a plural society 

whiqh is almost the mirror image of those established by conquest or 

colonialism discussed above. Moreover, when the formal and actual 

conditions by which the. immigrants are received into the host society 

diverge, as in West and Britain today, the resulting contradictions 

of universalistic incorporation at law and differential incorporation 1n 

practice, as in Britain, and of excorporation law and gradual in­

co,;oration in Germany, inevitably generate isturbing 

uncertainties and tensions among immigrants and hosts alik , numerous 

issues and occasions for their dispute, and a fertile field for the 

promotion of racism and collective violence, initially among the host 

population and in response among the immigrants. 

Populations habituated for centuries to regard specific others as 

political enemies or as political and cultural inferiors cannot reasonably 

be expected to regard such immigrants as equals and as simHar to them-

selves, entitled by residence in their homelands to equivalent or 

identical rights and status in the public and/or private domains of their 

society. .ikewise, populations however erroneously, by 

their culture and history to regard peoples of different race as inferior 

and as either or perverse, cannot be expected to accept such 

imreigrants as equal ar.d to themselves. Instead, the presence 

of such imnigrants .1'-.as ven rise in instances to a rev1va.J. of racism'" 

(Arce 1981; 1979; 3carman 1982). Thus only when, as in the 



u.s.A., Argentina and similar contexts, the host community regards some 

peoples as of similar cultural level and potential, since both derive 

from some common, more inclusive civilisation and racial stock, though 

of differing traditions, IS ,·j- likely to receive those immigrants freely 

as potentially equal members of their own society. Even then, as u.s. 
experience demonstrates, it normally requires two or more generations 

before the descendants of those immigrants are fully accepted (Gordon 1964). 

There is therefore no need for us to delay over the social status of' 

~immigrants imported either as slaves or as indentured labour, whatever 

their racial or ethnic stocks and affinities with their hosts, since such 

people are already categorically defined in corporate terms as slaves or 

unfree labour, and will remain so for the period of their servitude, at 

the will of their masters. 

Accordingly, to understand any societal structure of racial and/or 

ethnic accommodations, whether collective or resolutely individual, we 

need first to investigate, document and analyse the history of the society, 

and the scope, structure and composition of its public domain, paying 

special attention to all conditions that have influenced and affected it, 

indirectly or otherwise. 

As this enquiry shows, it is always neeessary to discriminate 

societies whose people are of common race but varied ethn1c1ty from others 

that include collectivities of differing race. In either milieu, such 

racial and/or ethnic variables derive such social significance as they 

have from their relations to the prevailing corporate organisation of the 

inclusive society and from their status as possible, conditional or 

decisive criteria for the demarcation ani alignment of collectivities within 

it. Hence in studying such heterogeneous populations, it is &!ways 

essential first to distinguish their racially and ethnically distinct 
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components, next to investigate the emic or local signi£icance of such 

criteria, and then to examine carefully the roles that these factors pl~y. 

among ~any other variables of different kind, in structuring social divisions, 

relations and processes. There is no gain and only loss i£ such studies 

are pursued as a distinct branch of sociology, as was formerly done with 

'race relations' and now seems fashionable for 'ethnicity'. Neither is 

there any need to construct a social theory expressly addressed and 

restricted to them, or any benefit therefrom. Each of these develop-

ments can only frustrate the fuller understanding of these varied social 

structures and developments since, however decisive in particular societies, 

they are always only one dimension of their totality, depend directly on 

the prevailing conditions of its corporate organisation for their substance 

and form, and must therefore be studied as part of the whole, making full 

use of the relevant historical information and sociological theory to 

unravel their fabrics for detailed analysis and comparison. 
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